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INTRODUCTION 

“That’s Not Possible” 

This small group series would describe my life personally and as a 

pastor. In writing this series, I reflected on my life over the past 60 

years and recognized the miraculous hand of God every step of the 

way. Life has a way of bringing us face to face with challenges that we 

cannot overcome, even though we often attempt to do just that, 

overcome the challenge in our own strength. I recently read this story 

that illustrates this point. “One day a little boy was trying to turn over a 

big rock as his father watched, bemused. The little fellow was grunting 

and straining and heaving, but he could turn the rock over. His dad 

asked with a whimsical smile on his face, ‘Son, are you using all of your 

strength?’ No, you’re not. You haven’t asked me to help. I’m your 

father, and my strength is your strength.”1 I don’t know about you, but I 

often find myself in need of a miracle.  

 

We will only scratch the surface when it comes to the miracles in the 

Bible in the next few weeks. But I trust God will teach us the valuable 

lesson of bring our needs to Him. the As you work through this series, 

keep these three components of miracles in mind: 

• The problem or need 

• The act of obedience 

• God’s response 

 

I pray that God will strengthen you in your daily walk during this series. 

And I pray that you will trust God for the miracle that you need. 

 

Finally, I want to thank the individuals who made this project possible. I 

am deeply indebted to those who wrote devotionals and to those who 

helped with the production of this study guide. 

 

Believing God for miracles during this series! 

Pastor Greg 

  

 
1 (Adrian Rogers, Believe in Miracles But Trust in Jesus, Pp. 251-252) 
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HOW TO USE THIS STUDY GUIDE 

• Participate in the daily devotions. (Download the “Nazarene 
Connect” APP from the Apple Store or from Google Play. 
Once you’ve downloaded the APP select “Sumter First 
Church of the Nazarene”. Finally, signup for the “That’s Not 
Possible” track – you’ll receive the daily devotions on your 
phone.) The Daily Devotions are also included in this study 
guide. 
 

• Bring your study guide to church on Sunday morning to take 
notes during the sermon. 
 

• Participate in the class discussion. 
 

• Pray for the members of your class. 
 

• Invite a friend to attend with you. 
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“THAT’S NOT POSSIBLE” 
WEEK #1 – DAILY DEVOTIONS 

 
MONDAY, JANUARY 20TH  
Devotion By: Rev. Greg Pressley – Lead Pastor – Sumter First 
Church of the Nazarene 
 
Scripture: Matthew 4:18-22 

 
Devotional Thought: A Handful of People 

Three of us, myself, Jeannie and Kristen, arrived in Cherryville, NC 

in 1986 to begin serving as pastor of First Church of the Nazarene 

located on the corner of W. 2nd Street and N. Elm. When we 

arrived, there were two handfuls of people, that’s 11 people total, 

if you’re counting. We soon discovered that these 11 people 

loved God with all their heart, soul, mind and strength. They 

willingly made their limited resources available to God, and as a 

result, God would do amazing things in the life of the church over 

the next few years. There are too many miracles to share them all, 

and I do mean miracles, so I’ll share one. 

 

One of the first miracles I remember took place when the church 

board challenged the congregation to give a special offering to 

others. The church had plenty of its own needs; the church hadn’t 

had air conditioning in seven years. And yet, the decision was 

made to give to others through a Thanksgiving Offering.  The 

date was set, the challenge was issued, and we waited for the 

morning to arrive. There was truly an atmosphere of anticipation 

that morning. I heard conversations in the foyer and hallways of 

people wondering just how much God was going to bless us 

today. One gentleman, new to the church, caught me in the foyer 

and said: “Pastor, I’ve been praying about what we should give. I 

wrote a check (and yes, he did say check) before I left home this 

morning believing my family was giving the amount God had 

challenged us to give. However, when I drove into the parking lot 

this morning, God said that we needed to do more.” He held up 

an envelope and said: “So here it is!” Did I mention he was retired 

and living with limited resources? 

 

No one went home at the close of the service that morning. The 

11 people had become 75 people, and almost all of them were in 

the sanctuary waiting on the counters to return and announce 

the total. The counters returned and announced that we had 

exceeded our goal by a few dollars. When they announced the 
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total, I immediately thought about the gentlemen who shared his 

story with me in the foyer that morning. I wondered what would 

have happened if he had not been obedient. I can tell you that 

this moment was a turning point for our church. From this 

moment on – we believed God could do anything. We believed 

that God could do what others thought was impossible. 

 

Prayer: Lord, help me to trust You to do the impossible! Help me 

trust You enough that I’m willing to be a partner in the miracle. 

 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 21ST 
Devotion By: Joy Klotzle, Financial Secretary – Sumter First Church 
of the Nazarene 
 
Scripture: Matthew 14:19-20a 
 
Devotional Thought: What We Have to Offer 

“Jesus told the people to sit down on the grass.  He took the five 

loaves and the two fish and, looking to heaven, he thanked God 

for the food.  Jesus divided the bread and gave it to his followers, 

who gave it to the people.  All the people ate and were satisfied.” 

(Matthew 14:19-20a) NCV 

 

God still takes what we offer and blesses it to create the 

impossible.  Several years ago, I was helping serve a funeral meal 

in the Fellowship Hall.  Normally, the family lets us know how 

many to expect for this meal, and we prepare accordingly.  Well, 

this deceased person was not a regular attender plus there was a 

guest minister doing the service.  At the grave side, this young 

guest minister invited all the people present to join us for the 

funeral meal.   

 

When we heard about this in the kitchen, we went into a panic 

trying to provide enough food for everyone.  We were cutting 

large pieces of chicken in half and searching through the freezer 

and cabinets for things we could prepare quickly!  Well, the line 

went through and everyone received food. We did not have 

leftovers, but the hungry workers went home feeling thankful 

that the needs of the crowd were met. 

 

God turned this impossible situation into a possibility by somehow 

stretching what we had to offer to meet the needs of all. 
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Lord, help us to remember that you can take what we offer and 

multiply it to meet needs beyond our imaginations. 

 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 22ND  
Devotion By: Gregg & Kay Tate, Personal Friends and Mentors 
 
Scripture: Luke 1:37 (ESV) 
 
Devotional Thought: For Nothing is Impossible with God 

Matthew 14: 13-21 tells the story of the loaves and fishes.    God 

used just a few loaves and fishes and fed a multitude of people.  It 

was a miracle and proof God can turn the impossible, into 

something possible.    

 

Early in my career, I was transferred to Germany.  We wanted to 

try to see as much as we could so we took a trip to London. We 

booked a hotel through a major Travel Agency but found our 

hotel was far from what it had been described. In fact, it actually 

felt dangerous. We didn’t check-in. 

 

London has many hotels.  We called the Travel Agency to ask 

them to book us another room, or a flight back to Germany. There 

were no reasonably priced hotel rooms available, and all flights 

were fully booked. We didn’t know what to do and began to 

pray.   

 

My wife remembered how, when she was a child, missionaries or 

other church guests would come, people in the church would 

often house them while they were in town.  So, we   called 

Directory Assistance.   We asked for the number for the First 

Nazarene Church of London.  The operator gave us a number.  

The gentleman who answered turned out to be a German pastor, 

named Werner Stoppler, who had been sent to lead a local 

Nazarene Church in London. We told him of our situation, and he 

reluctantly gave us his home address.  The local clergy had 

recently received warnings of scam artists preying upon them for 

hand-outs or shelter, and then robbing them, so he was cautious.  

 

When we arrived at his home, he said he needed some 

verification of who were. It was a Friday afternoon and knowing 

there’d probably be no one in the office at our church back in the 

US, we placed a call anyway.  Thankfully, someone was there and 

provided Pastor Stoppler with satisfactory confirmation of who we 
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were.  He allowed us to stay at his home.  His wife had gone back 

home to Germany, to visit family, so he was alone. 

 

Later, my wife said she felt God wanted us to do something for 

this pastor.  We agreed to pray about it. The next day we had an 

answer.  We were to give him money.  Our personal budget was 

quite tight, and we knew if we drew the money out of the bank, 

we would not be able to pay our monthly bills.  However, when 

God speaks, we try to obey so we took the money out of an ATM.   

 

We left the gift in an envelope on the table for him with a note 

telling him God had instructed us to give him this money.  When 

we came into the room the next morning, he was sitting at the 

table, weeping.  He thanked us and told us this was the exact 

amount of money he had recently been cheated out of, by an 

unscrupulous contractor.  He also shared that he had not gone to 

Germany with his wife but had stayed behind to devote time to 

prayer asking God to give him a sign as to whether he was to stay 

in the ministry, or to pack-up and leave.  He said our gift was 

God’s sign to him to stay and continue in the ministry. 

 

God took two ordinary people, got them transferred to Germany, 

had them go to London on this weekend, have a dump of a room 

and not be able to find another hotel or flight back home.  We 

obtained a phone number through directory assistance after 

asking for the number for the First Nazarene Church.  The 

number she actually gave us was the home number of the Pastor 

of the church.  The church was NOT located in London, but in a 

suburb, and was NOT named First Nazarene. Someone answered 

the phone at our church in SC on a Friday afternoon when there 

was normally no one there at that time.  God spoke to us about a 

gift to Pastor Stoppler.  We were obedient, and he got 

confirmation he was to stay in London in the ministry.  What of 

any of this was possible in man’s world?  NONE OF IT.  But in 

God’s world it was ALL possible. 

 

When has God done something in your life that you didn’t think 

was possible to happen? He is working and knitting your life 

together to confirm what Luke 1:37 says “For nothing is 

impossible with God.” (ESV) 
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 23RD 

Devotion By: Rev. Cheryl Kammermann – Compassionate 

Ministries & Pastor Care Pastor 

 

Scripture: Matthew 14:13-21 

 

Devotional Thought: The Lunch Box Miracle 

The miracle performed on the Galilean hills of the multiplication of 

the loaves and fish is very well known, and children especially love 

this story of Jesus.  I like the idea that before this Matthew 14:13-

21 reading, Jesus had gone out in a boat to have solitude after 

the killing of John the Baptist.  Jesus loved His cousin John, and 

like all of us needed time to get over this terrible loss.  Shortly 

though, he saw people suffering from illness, and he began 

healing them.  Jesus’ life was all about miracles. 

 

God is still in the business of performing miracles.  Remember in 

Deuteronomy 8:4, the Israelites wandered the desert for 40 years 

asking for miracles, and the verse says their clothing and shoes 

did not wear out—a miracle that is often overlooked.  Healing the 

sick was overlooked in comparison to feeding 5,000 people. 

 

Something we can take from this miracle to use: 

The disciples acknowledged that they couldn’t feed 5,000 

with five loaves and two fish. 

 They put things in Jesus’ hands. 

 Jesus prayed to God. 

 People sat down, relaxed, and expected. 

 Needs were met plus overflow. 

 

Would you agree that the atmosphere and faith is important for 

praying for a miracle? Let us all pray for a miracle but not forget 

the miracles that God performs every day in our behalf. 

 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 24TH  
Devotion By: Rev. Greg Pressley, Sumter First Lead Pastor 
 
Scripture: Philippians 4:13 
 
Devotional Thought: That’s Not Possible 

The phrase “That’s not possible”, or some variation of the phrase, 

is a phrase that most of us have either spoken or heard. For us, 

when we encounter something in life that is beyond reason or 

our means, we tend to respond with: “That’s not possible”. Maybe 
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it’s when the boss gives us a project deadline that seems 

unreasonable - there’s just not enough hours in the day to 

complete the task on-time. Or maybe it’s when we’ve felt the 

prompting of God to give of our time, talent or tithe - from our 

perspective: “That can’t be done – God, what you’re asking is 

impossible. Because we have determined that “it’s not possible” 

and don’t have the resources ,we move on without giving it much 

thought. We make decisions based on our knowledge and 

resources that cause us to miss out on blessings. 

 

If we turn the tables for a moment and reverse the roles in the 

story, everything changes. What if now we’re the one asking for 

the impossible. Jeannie and I decided to make a last-minute trip 

out-of-town and discovered that the car needed an immediate oil 

change. It’s Thursday afternoon; we’re leaving on Friday 

afternoon and the dealership is usually 3 or 4 days out on oil 

changes. So, I call the dealership, the conversation begins 

something like this: “John, I know that I’m asking for the 

impossible, but is there any way you can get my car in for an oil 

change on Friday morning?” I fully expected the answer to be 

“no”. Instead, John says: “We’re full, but let me see what I can do.” 

To my surprise he did what I thought was impossible – I got an 

appointment first thing Friday morning. So, when someone else 

makes the impossible possible we are amazed. 

 

That is the message of this series. It’s not about simple things like 

oil changes, but it is about amazing things like feeding 5000 

hungry people with five loaves and two fish, catching fish in 

places where there were no fish, wind and waves that are 

miraculously calmed, compassion for the enemy through healing, 

and the miraculous gift of salvation. 

 

What’s truly amazing about these stories is that we have the 

opportunity to be used by our Lord to be involved in some rather 

amazing things, things that most people would consider 

impossible. As you work your way through this series, keep these 

three things in mind: (1) To have a miracle, there must be a need. 

(2) God is looking for people like you and me to be a part of 

something bigger than ourselves. (3) God makes the impossible 

possible. 

 

Question: Do you believe that all things are possible with God? 

Philippians 4:13 
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SATURDAY, JANUARY 25TH  
Scripture Reading: Matthew 14:13-21; John 6:1-15 
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“THAT’S NOT POSSIBLE” 
WEEK #1 – SERMON NOTES 

January 26, 2020 
 
SERMON TITLE: The Lunch Box Miracle 

SCRIPTURE: Matthew 14:13-21; John 6:1-15 

SERMON FOCUS: Our Resources in His Hands 
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“THAT’S NOT POSSIBLE” 
WEEK #1 – LIFE GROUP SESSION 

January 26, 2020 
 

TITLE: 5 Loaves + 2 Fish + 5000 Hungry People = Leftovers 
SCRIPTURE: Matthew 14:13-21; John 6:1-15 
FOCUS: When the Math Doesn’t Work 
 
OPENING: 

• During the opening of your small group, you will be asked to 
introduce yourself. Be prepared to share your favorite “That’s 
Not Possible” story. 

 
 
 
 

• Prayer Requests: Sharing prayer requests, praying for each 
other and following up on requests will be vital to this small 
group series. (List the prayer requests in the space below and 
use it during your prayer time this week.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISCUSSION: 

• Read Matthew 14:13-21and note the following:  

✓ What has taken place in the life of Jesus just prior to this 

moment? And yet, how does Jesus respond to the 

crowd? __________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

 

✓ What is the need in this passage? ___________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

 

✓ How do the disciples propose to meet the need? What 

excuses do they make? Would you respond the same 

way? Be honest. __________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 
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✓ How does Jesus say they should meet the need? ______ 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

 

✓ How many baskets are left over? ____________________ 

Does that mean anything to you? ___________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

 

• Read John 6:1-15. What are the new discoveries in this 

passage? ____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

 

• What role do these individuals play in the miracle of the 

feeding of the 5000? 

✓ The Crowd: _____________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

 

✓ The Disciples: ____________________________________ 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

 

✓ The Boy with the Lunch: ___________________________ 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

 

✓ Jesus: ___________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

 

• What do these terms have to do with the miracle? 

✓ Need: ___________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 
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✓ Partnership: ______________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

 

✓ Limited Resources: ________________________________ 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

 

✓ Obedience: ______________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

 

✓ Leftovers: ________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

 

APPLICATION: 

• Do you believe in miracles? Why or why not? (You can’t 

have a miracle without a need.) _________________________ 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

• Do you ever respond like the disciples? Why? Read Mark 

6:37 below before you respond.  

But he answered, “You give them something to eat.” They 
said to him, “That would take more than half a year’s wages! 
Are we to go and spend that much on bread and give it to 
them to eat?” 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

 

• Do you ever do the math and conclude “That’s Not 

Possible”? Do you ever make excuses for not offering God 

your resources? (Resources that belong to Him) ___________ 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 
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• God is looking for people who are willing to be a part of 

something that is bigger than themselves. Would you be 

willing to give your lunch box to Jesus? Yes or No.  ________ 

Describe a specific way you could give Jesus your lunch box. 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

 

• How could the truths in this miracle change your life 

personally? __________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

 

• How could the truths in this miracle change your church? __ 
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________ 
 

• Closing prayer. 
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“THAT’S NOT POSSIBLE” 
WEEK #2 – DAILY DEVOTIONS 

 
MONDAY, JANUARY 27TH  
Devotion By: Rev. Greg Pressley, Lead Pastor – Sumter First 
Church of the Nazarene 
 
Scripture: Acts 4:18-20 
 
Devotional Thought: A Dump Truck Full of Blessings 
On Monday of last week, I shared a story of how God 
miraculously blessed the first church I served as pastor. As the 
church made a priority of others, the Lord continued to pour His 
blessings out upon us. He added to the number of people who 
attended church regularly and added to our resources. 
 
God blessed us in such a way that others in the community 
noticed. The church had a fresh new identity in the community. 
The people who attended the church had a revived spirit of hope 
and anticipation. 
 
Not only had the church not had air conditioning in seven years, 
but it had not been painted in so long that boards were rotting 
and falling off the building. There was no need to mow the grass; 
the front yard was all dirt. The Lord blessed us with air 
conditioning. But first, He blessed us with an individual, who 
didn’t attend our church, to paint our facility. His name was Jim. 
Jim said if the church would buy the paint, he would donate the 
labor. The transformation was amazing.  
 
And then one morning, while I was sitting in my office, I heard a 
loud beeping sound. I looked out the window and saw a dump 
truck backing onto our front lawn. I went out to speak with the 
driver and asked: “Why are you backing onto our beautiful dirt 
yard?” He responded: “Some people in the community have 
noticed the improvements that are being made to your property, 
and they wanted to be a part of it”. Someone had donated two 
truckloads of topsoil and grass seed. We were blessed to the point 
that we now needed someone to mow the grass. The Lord 
literally dumped a blessing into our front yard. 
 
The people of Cherryville First Church of the Nazarene talked 
about being a witness to God’s blessings everywhere they went. 
When we share the blessings of God with others, it changes 
everything and everybody. 
 
Question: Are you sharing the blessings of God with others? 
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TUESDAY, JANUARY 28TH 
Devotion By: Mrs. Susan White, Sumter First Worship Leader 
 
Scripture: Matthew 21:1-14 
 
Devotional Thought: Reconnect 

Fishing is probably one of mine and Shane’s favorite pastimes to 

do together. I remember the moment I knew I wanted to spend 

the rest of my life with Shane. It was when we went fishing 

together for the very first time. There is something special about 

being in the quiet of nature.  In a world that is so busy, I look 

forward to and long for those moments where Shane and I can 

steal away to be together in the peacefulness of nature; it’s how 

we reconnect.  

 

I think of the joy that must have come over Peter, that he would 

leap from the boat into the water just to get to Jesus. How he 

must have missed Jesus and longed to see his face and be in His 

presence again. I’m reminded of the lyrics of a song written by 

Cody Carnes, “Nothing Else.” The chorus of the song reads: “I’m 

caught up in your presence. I just want to sit here at Your feet. I’m 

caught up in this Holy moment. I never want to leave. Oh, I’m not 

here for blessings. Jesus, You don’t owe me anything. More than 

anything that You can do, I just want you.” The bridge of the song 

reads: “I just want You. Nothing else, nothing else will do.” 

For Peter, at that moment, all he wanted was to be with Jesus. 

 

Are you longing for the presence of the Lord? Does your heart 

leap at the thought of spending time with Him? If not, maybe it’s 

time to reconnect.  

 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 29TH 
Devotion By: Rev. Samuel Flores, District Superintendent – South 

Carolina District Church of the Nazarene 

 

Scripture: John 21:1-14 

 

Devotional Thought: 153 Large Fish 

In my first pastoral ministry, the Lord placed me to restart an inner-

city church where all kinds of people practicing all kinds of sinful 

lifestyles were in the community.  After two years of seeing minimal 

growth, (about 20 average attendance), I was so frustrated and 

disappointed that I was ready to give up.  The Lord knew where 

the fish were and just as Jesus instructed his disciples where the fish 
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were, Christ revealed to me where to “go fishing”.  It is usually just 

on the other side of the boat, not where we have been “fishing”.   

 

While I was trying to reach the people that were similar to me - 

college graduate, professional, with a family, the Lord led me to 

Tom, the homeless guy that lived under the bridge next to the 

church.  And then to the drug addict that would get high in the 

church’s playground.  And then to the drug dealer that made deals 

in the church parking lot.  And then to the gang member that was 

always stealing from the church.  And then to the prostitute and 

her two children that lived next door.   

 

By the third-year worship attendance was running consistently 

150.  Only God could make that happen; yet he used people.  The 

ex -addict witnessing to the drug dealer. The prostitute witnessing 

to the pimp. The homeless guy witnessing to the social worker.  

The gang member witnessing to the arresting police officer and to 

the judge.   When social services and those that worked in the 

justice system saw transformed lives in those that had been 

considered irredeemable, that is when the social workers, police 

officers, business owners and even judges began to inquire and 

start to come to the church.    

 

Worship services were a mixture of all kinds of people.  They came 

from all types of social, educational, racial and economic 

backgrounds, but all were caught in the net that never breaks - 

Gods word and his Holy Spirit.   

 

Robert Grant declares that the common belief in Jesus’ times was 

that there were only 153 species of fish.  [Robert M. Grant 

(October 1949). "One Hundred Fifty-Three Large Fish". Harvard 

Theological Review. 42 (4): 273–275.] 

 

I realized that God calls us to reach not just all kinds of people but 

to reach every kind of person dealing with every kind of sin 

and/or problem.  Salvation is for everyone. 

 

Have you been fishing for souls lately?  

 

Prayer: Dear Lord, help me today to listen to your voice that tells me 

to be a fisher of men and women even if it’s in a place that I would 

have never thought that I would be witnessing.  Amen.  
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 30TH 

Devotion By: Rev. Jim Book, Assist District Superintendent 

Northwest Illinois 

 

Scripture: John 11:40- 44 

 

Devotional Thought: You want us to do what? 

I’d gone through a rough time in my life when we lost our 

youngest son in an accident. I struggled for quite a while with 

trusting God. Even well into ministerial studies, this was a 

hindrance to fully embracing His call on my life. 

 

It came to light one week when I was taking a class. I don’t 

remember the class but I do remember the professor. During this 

class, the Lord was speaking to me time and time again about 

being willing to trust him. The Lord told me that I should ask two 

of the people in the class to pray for me. 

 

I asked the Lord why those two? He said it wasn't for me to 

question who, but was I willing to trust him and do what he 

asked me to do? I procrastinated, and the final day of class wore 

on. Lunchtime came and went and it was getting late in the day 

and even though we had a break, I hesitated. Finally, I simply 

realized that I needed to trust the Lord. And so I said, “if you want 

those two guys to pray for me, you'll have to make it happen 

because I am not bold enough”. 

 

It was literally five minutes before class was supposed to end that 

day that the professor said we needed to take a break. He said 

we’ll come back in five minutes and finish up. Literally, everyone in 

the room got up and walked out except for the two guys that 

God had said I needed to have pray for me. And so I asked, and 

pray they did. It was a turning point in my life. God only asks us to 

do what we can. He will do the impossible.  

 

What is he asking you to do today that you can do? 

 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 31ST 
Devotion By: Rev. Greg Pressley, Lead Pastor – Sumter First 
Church of the Nazarene 
 
Scripture: Matthew 4:23-25 
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Devotional Thought: Who’s Your Provider? 
Asking “Who’s your provider?” today doesn’t mean what it would 

have meant just a few years ago.  

 

But today you could be asking almost anything. 

• Who’s your cellular service with?  

• Who’s your Internet provider? 

• Who’s your healthcare provider? 

 

Asking who your provider is today is not only a popular question, 

it is an important question. 

  

I think you know where I’m headed with this … the provider that I 

want us to consider is the one who truly meets the needs of our 

lives… and of course the answer to that question should be 

“JESUS”. 

 

Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, 

preaching the good news of the kingdom, and healing every 

disease and sickness among the people.  News about him spread 

all over Syria, and people brought to him all who were ill with 

various diseases, those suffering severe pain, the demon-

possessed, those having seizures, and the paralyzed, and he 

healed them. Large crowds from Galilee, the Decapolis, 

Jerusalem, Judea and the region across the Jordan followed him. 

(Matthew 4:23-25) 

 

Miracles were an integral part of Jesus’ ministry; meeting the 

needs of people was a priority, and not a sideline ministry. His 

healing ministry was and is part of the Good News. He is indeed 

the great physician – physically and spiritually. That is GOOD 

NEWS for me and you. His miracles reached out to where people 

were living, and He responded to them! He is still reaching out to 

where we are, and He is still responding to OUR needs. 

 

When you find a provider that meets your needs you tell 

everybody – so why not tell others about a provider who … 

 … never gives up on you, even when others do. 

 … understands your situation when others don’t. 

 … has answers when others don’t. 

 

Question: Who is your provider? Who do you need to share Jesus 
with? 
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1ST 
Scripture Reading: John 21:1-14 
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“THAT’S NOT POSSIBLE” 
WEEK #2 – SERMON NOTES 

February 2, 2020 
 
SERMON TITLE: A Fisherman’s Story 

SCRIPTURE: John 21:1-14 

SERMON FOCUS: An Eyewitness to a Miracle 
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“THAT’S NOT POSSIBLE” 
WEEK #2 – LIFE GROUP SESSION 

February 2, 2020 
 

TITLE: We Caught 153 Fish 
SCRIPTURE: John 21:1-14 
FOCUS: Sharing Stories of God’s Blessing 
 
OPENING: 

• Be prepared to share your favorite fishing story or a time 
when God blessed you in a special way. 

 
 
 
 

• Prayer Requests: Take time to get prayer updates from the 
previous week. Add any new requests in the space below. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISCUSSION: 

• Read John 21:1-14 and respond to the following questions.  

✓ When does this event take place? What major event 

has just taken place? ______________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

 

✓ Why do you think Peter and the others go fishing? Do 

you think the disciples were uncertain of their future? 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

 

✓ How do the disciples respond to the question from the 

man on the shore? (The disciples do not know that the 

one on the shore is Jesus). How do you think fishermen 

would usually respond when asked about how many 

fish they had caught, when they had caught none? ___ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 
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• What instructions did the man on the shore give the 

disciples? Why do you think they followed his instructions? 

What happened when they did? _______________________ 
_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

How many fish did they catch? _________________________ 

Why do you think scripture records the exact number of fish? 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

 

• What does Peter do? Are you surprised? _________________ 
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________ 

 

• What is the need in this miracle? Are the disciples in need of 

food or a lesson?  How does Jesus meet the need? What 

lesson is He teaching them? ____________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

 
• Now read Luke 5:1-11. When does this miracle take place? 

How would you connect these two miracles? _____________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

 
APPLICATION: 

• When God prepares to do a miracle in our lives, He often 

asks us to do things that don’t make sense. What parts of this 

story don’t make sense? ________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

 

• Share a time when someone asked you to do something that 

didn’t make sense. _____________________________________ 
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_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

• These fishermen knew fishing, and yet, they obeyed the 

voice from the shore. This truth is significant because we 

tend to help God when we think we know what we’re 

doing. Do you ever try to help God? Share a time when you 

did?  ________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

 
• Do you believe that God (Christ) can help you with anything 

you are facing? _______________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

 

• What is the value of sharing the blessing from God with 

others? ______________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

• Closing Prayer 

 
 

  



 26 

“THAT’S NOT POSSIBLE” 
WEEK #3 – DAILY DEVOTIONS 

 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 3RD 
Devotion By: Rev. Greg Pressley, Lead Pastor – Sumter First 
Church of the Nazarene 
 
Scripture: Mark 6:45-52 
 
Devotional Thought: The Most Experienced Weatherman 

In 2011, I contacted WLTX with the help of a friend, to ask if I 

could do the weather with the Midlands’ most experienced 

weatherman, Jim Gandy. I wanted to record a weather segment 

with Jim Gandy that I could use to open my new sermon series. 

To be honest, I thought, there’s no way they would ever let me do 

that. However, not only did they let me do the weather with Mr. 

Gandy, they treated me like an important guest while I was there. 

By the way, I didn’t do the weather on-air. Mr. Gandy recorded a 

segment with me immediately following the 5 o’clock news.  

 

During my visit to the station I discovered why Jim Gandy was 

referred to as the Midland’s most experienced weatherman. At 

the time, he had served as a meteorologist in the Midlands’ for 36 

years. He gained respect when he guided the Midlands through 

hurricane Hugo. If you wanted to know what the weather was 

going to do, just tune into Jim Gandy. 

 

While Jim Gandy could reliably forecast the weather, he could not 

control it. However, we know one who can control the weather. 

Scripture says that even the winds and the waves obey Him.  

 

In today’s passage, the disciples find themselves in the midst of a 

storm over which they have no control. Ever found yourself in the 

middle of a storm over which you have no control? 

 

What stiff wind are you rowing against? (Spiritual, temptation, 

emotional, finances, physical) You’re rowing with all YOUR 

strength but seem to be making no progress! 

 

If that describes you – or the next time you find yourself facing a 

storm –  

• Remember, the Lord SAW the disciples in their hour of need – 

He SEES you in your hour of need too. 



 27 

• Remember, He’s IN the storm with you – no need to keep 

rowing in your own strength. 

 

Challenge: If you’re in a storm, invite Jesus into your boat. Even if 

you’re not in a storm, invite Jesus into your boat (life). 

 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 4TH 
Devotion By: Tony Rivers, Next Steps Coordinator – Sumter First 
Church of the Nazarene 
 
Scripture: Daniel 3: 16-28 

 

Devotional Thought: “It is Well with My Soul” 
When I consider God’s presence with us in the storms of life, I am 

reminded of the story that inspired the writing of “It is Well with 

My Soul” by Horatio Spafford.  As the story goes, his fortune was 

lost in the great Chicago Fire of 1871, which led him to plan a 

move to England to join D.L. Moody in ministry.  Being himself 

held up on business, he sent his wife and four daughters ahead 

on a ship.  A collision with another ship at sea caused the ship to 

sink quickly, killing all four daughters.  He received a telegram 

from his wife with just two words “saved alone.” He immediately 

sailed for England to join his wife and penned this iconic hymn 

while his ship was in the area of ocean where the collision 

occurred.  What a story of faith! 

 

In the scripture reading of a recent Sunday School lesson I was 

confronted by a question. In Isaiah 43:19 God spoke through the 

prophet to tell the people that He was doing “a new thing.” Then 

the question was asked, “do you not perceive it?”  I have come to 

realize that our perception of God’s presence and activity in our 

lives and in the world around us has a significant impact on our 

response to hardship.  We can only truly say “it is well with our 

soul,” as Spafford did, when we perceive the presence of God 

with us in our struggles.  We all face hardship and struggle in our 

lives, but God is faithful to walk with us through them.  Our 

perception of those times will be drastically changed when we 

become aware of God’s presence.  If you recall the story of 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego, God did not pull them out 

of the furnace before the fire started, but when Nebuchadnezzar 

looked into the fire, he saw four men walking around.  The Spirt 

of God joined them in the fire; the good news is, we serve the 

same God and He is faithful to join us in our struggles as well. 
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Prayer:  Thank you Lord for your faithfulness!  Please help us to be 

aware of your presence with us in the struggles of life. 

 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 5TH 
Devotion By: Rev. Jeff Sexton, Assistant District Superintendent - 

MidSouth District Church of the Nazarene 

 
Scripture: Matthew 8:23-27 
 
Devotional Thought: Jesus Is with Us in the Storms of Life 

24 Suddenly a furious storm came up on the lake, so that the 

waves swept over the boat. But Jesus was sleeping. 25 The 

disciples went and woke him, saying, “Lord, save us! We’re going 

to drown!”  26 He replied, “You of little faith, why are you so 

afraid?” Then he got up and rebuked the winds and the waves, 

and it was completely calm. 

 

As a kid growing up in Low Country South Carolina…. I loved the 

water….and I was a “sky watcher.”  I’ve always been fascinated by 

the power of water and weather!  I remember vividly as a 12-year-

old returning from a day of fishing on Broad River.  It was dark; 

the wind was vicious; the tide was rushing out; and we were 

headed upwind and upstream to the boat ramp.  Thunder began 

to rumble and lightning began to crack.  You can imagine the fear 

a young boy experienced.  Then, the boat’s motor died.  In my 

mind, we were being swept out to sea.  A well- placed anchor toss 

onto the causeway overhead saved us from certain doom.  The 

motor was restarted, and we made it safely to the ramp. 

 

I have some understanding of how the disciples must have felt as 

they experienced that storm on the Sea of Galilee.  And I have far 

too great an understanding of what it is to doubt in the midst of 

storms – literal and figurative. 

 

The lesson of Matthew 8 is not that the God of the universe has 

miraculous authority over his creation.   In fact, I don’t really view 

that as miraculous at all.  What is miraculous is that he has gifted 

us with faith…we can place our deepest trust in the Creator of the 

universe.  Even in the darkest and most tumultuous times of our 

lives, the “Word who became flesh” is our source of peace…. of 

comfort…. of hope. 
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Have you learned that you can trust Jesus regardless of the storms 

that come your way?  How can you practice that trust today as 

you journey with him? 

 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 6TH 
Devotion By: Rev. Jim Book, Assist District Superintendent 
Northwest Illinois 
 
Scripture: Proverbs 3:5-8 
 
Devotional Thought: “You would never be able to take it!” 

My brother David is two years older than me and was my 

childhood idol. He was built like a young Hercules and of course I 

was the weakling!  We were best friends with the normal 

childhood rivalry and older brother tormenting.  One such time 

comes to mind when I think of our subject. 

 

I was probably around 11 or 12 years old when my brother 

developed a planters wart on the bottom of his foot.  It became 

too painful to walk, and my parents took him to the doctor.  He 

came home from having it removed, and in great graphic detail 

he explained the painful procedure to me and finished with the 

words, “You would never be able to take it!” 

 

Wouldn’t you know it, shortly thereafter, I got one on my foot and 

the fun (for my brother) began! It was torment city. He gleefully 

pantomimed the big needle being pushed into my foot and the 

excruciating pain to follow.  I was a quiet boy and bottled the fear 

and agony inside me.  My parents were wonderful Christians who 

taught us to trust God and pray each day in a family time of 

devotions and prayer.  And boy did I pray!   

 

We were having revival services during this process of brotherly 

torment and painful walking.  The final night of revival, the 

evangelist asked if anyone wanted to be healed. I knew I had to 

make a decision to step out or not.  I wondered what people 

would think.  I stuttered and worried about being able to tell the 

evangelist what my problem was. I stepped out in faith hoping 

beyond all hope.  The evangelist anointed and prayed for me. 

 

The wart disappeared!  My brother was disappointed. I still give 

the God the glory 50+ years later. What is God asking you to step 

out in faith and do?  
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7TH 
Devotion By: Rev. Greg Pressley, Lead Pastor – Sumter First 
Church of the Nazarene 
 
Scripture: Matthew 7:24-29 
 
Devotional Thought: Who Needs Building Codes? 
My brother, Rick, has lived in West Palm Beach, Fl. for the last 30 
years, and during those 30 years he has weathered several 
hurricanes. One year, five or six hurricanes threatened the state of 
Florida. When it appeared that my brother’s family and home 
were in the direct path of the storm, they packed up and headed 
to our parents’ home in South Carolina. However, every time the 
storm turned out to be nothing. My brother would say, “we left 
for nothing, next time we’re staying put”. And they did. 
 
It was about this same time that my brother was remodeling his 
home and he was complaining every step of the way. He could 
not understand why building codes were so stringent! With each 
code requirement, the price of the remodeling project increased. 
He complained without ceasing. At least until the next hurricane 
made landfall. As I mentioned, they stayed based on the fact that 
the previous storms turned out to be nothing. That was not the 
case with this storm. As I remember the story, there were times 
during the night that he regretted staying. Times when he feared 
for his family. And times, amazingly, when he was thankful for the 
stringent building codes. Because of hurricane tie downs the roof 
didn’t fly off during the storm. He doesn’t complain about 
building codes as much as he used to! 
 
Matthew 7:24-29 are essentially spiritual building codes that help 
us endure any storm that we might encounter in life. We are 
called to build our spiritual homes on the rock – Jesus Christ. 
 
Question: What foundation are you building on? 
 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8TH 
Scripture Reading: Matthew 8:23-27; Mark 4:35-41; Luke 8:22-25 
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THAT’S NOT POSSIBLE” 
WEEK #3 – SERMON NOTES 

February 9, 2020 
 
SERMON TITLE: Severe Storm Warning 

SCRIPTURE: Matthew 8:23-27; Mark 4:35-41; Luke 8:22-25 
SERMON FOCUS: Lord of the Storms 
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“THAT’S NOT POSSIBLE” 
WEEK #3 – LIFE GROUP SESSION 

February 9, 2020 
 

TITLE: In the Middle of a Storm 
SCRIPTURE: Matthew 8:23-27; Mark 4:35-41; Luke 8:22-25 
FOCUS: Don’t You Care? 
 
OPENING: 

• Be prepared to share a storm story you remember, i.e. 
spiritual, physical or nature. 

 
 
 
 

• Prayer Requests: Take time to get prayer updates from the 
previous week. Add any new requests in the space below. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISCUSSION: 

• Read John 8:18-22. Jesus speaks to the cost of being a 

follower in the passage immediately preceding today’s story. 

Summarize how Jesus defines the cost of being a disciple. 

Does this passage teach us anything about the storm? 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

 
• Read Matthew 8:23-27 and answer the following questions: 

✓ Do you think Jesus was surprised by the storm? Why or 

why not? ________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

 
✓ How do the disciples react to the storm? Also read Mark 

4:38. ____________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 
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✓ How does Jesus respond to the storm? What does Jesus 

say to His disciples? _______________________________ 
_________________________________________________

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

 
• In Mark 4:35-41 it says that the disciples were terrified. What 

are they terrified of? Why? _____________________________ 
_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 
 
APPLICATION: 

• What is the need in this passage? _______________________ 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

 

• What type of storm(s) are you facing? ____________________ 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

 

• Are you ever surprised by a storm? How? Why? ___________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

• How do you respond when you’re in the middle of a storm? 

____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

 

• Do you ever wonder if Jesus cares about you? If so, why? __ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

 

• The disciples turn to Jesus for help and then are amazed that 

He does? Are you ever amazed when God calms your storm? 
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Describe a time when you turned to Jesus for help and were 

then amazed when He did? ____________________________ 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

 

• The Storms of life … 

… help us drawer closer to Jesus. 

… give us more spiritual strength and help us win loved ones 

to Jesus. 

… help us become mature believers. 

(Adrian Rogers – “Believe in Miracles But Trust in Jesus”) 

 

Note: Do you believe these statements are true? 

 

• Closing Prayer 
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“THAT’S NOT POSSIBLE” 
WEEK #4 – DAILY DEVOTIONS 

 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 10TH 
Devotion By: Rev. Greg Pressley, Lead Pastor – Sumter First 
Church of the Nazarene 
 
Scripture: Matthew 9:36 
 
Devotional Thought: The Compassionate Eyes of Jesus 
When we read of miracles in scripture, the word “Compassion” is 

usually close at hand. 

When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, 

because they were harassed and helpless… (Matthew 9:36) 

 

When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had 

compassion on them and healed their sick. (Matthew 14:14) 

 

Jesus called his disciples to him and said, "I have compassion 

for these people; they have already been with me three days 

and have nothing to eat. I do not want to send them away 

hungry, or they may collapse on the way." (Matthew 15:32)  

 

Jesus was not trying to win men through miracles;p instead He was 

responding to the needs of men, women and children. The 

message is: Jesus cares for people, and that means He cares for you.  

 

The “compassionate” eyes of Jesus are focused on you today. He 

sees you when you are sleeping and He knows when you are 

awake. 

• Your wounds are His wounds 

• Your pains are His pains 

• Your loss is His Loss 

 
Jeannie and I can personally testify to this truth – Jesus cares for 
us, and He cares for you. He walked with us through an extended 
illness this summer. He is walking with us as we journey with our 
daughter and son-in-law through a great loss. 
 
Challenge: Trust Jesus with your needs today. Whatever you’re 
facing, whatever you’re walking through; He’s there with you. 
 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 11TH  
Devotion By: Mary Frances Floyd, Children’s Director – Sumter 
First Church of the Nazarene 
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Scripture: Luke 22:42 
Devotional Thought: Compassion 
What if it was today and Jesus was going about gathering His 
twelve disciples?  
Would you be a follower? 
Would you be like Peter, a half-hearted Christian? 
Would you be like Judas, the betrayer? 
Remember, your children are watching.  
 
Most of us are blessed to be parents, and we have the 

tremendous responsibility of teaching our children about 

Jesus.  We have the responsibility of following Jesus and 

modeling that for our children. We parents are called to train up 

our children in the way they should go. God is Love. 

 

The character of Jesus is demonstrated in Luke as he writes about 

the compassion of Jesus.  We are called to demonstrate 

compassion for others.  Jesus shows us compassion when he 

never ignores us or rejects us. Parents can demonstrate 

compassion when they pray for others or help the 

underprivileged. God is perfect. We cannot be perfect nor can our 

children be perfect, however we must pray to be like Jesus.  

Parents can demonstrate to their children the gentleness and 

compassion shown by Jesus.  

 

Luke 22:42: Father, if you are willing take this cup from me; yet 

not my will, but yours be done. I mean, can you only imagine, 

your child (any child) saying to you as they are about to suffer, “I’d 

rather you not punish me, but I understand Daddy, that it’s your 

will here, so I’m ok with your actions. “ 

 

As Luke wrote his perspective of Jesus agonizing in the Garden, 

he wanted all to see the compassion of Jesus.  Verse 51- Jesus 

didn’t want his followers to fight or to harm the religious leaders. 

Jesus’ followers asked if they should strik . His response- “No, no 

more of this”. 

 

Jesus knew the religious leaders were under the influence of 

Satan. Talk about loving your enemies or turning the other cheek. 

Jesus showed compassion. He demonstrated for us how to 

handle difficult situations and difficult people. Now we must 

model compassion for our children. Remember, your children are 

watching. 

 

Can you hear me now? 
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 12TH 

Devotion By: Dr. Nina Gunter, General Superintendent Church of 

the Nazarene Emerita 

 

Scripture: Luke 22:50-51 

 

Devotional Thought: Bluegill, a Broken Outboard, and 

Compassionate Fishermen 

 

When we, in our desperation, cannot find ears to hear us, God 

steps in to make the impossible possible.  

 

The fishing was good—no, it was fantastic!  My husband, Moody, 

and I were easily catching our limit of bluegill in the big waters of 

the St. Johns River in north Florida.  The bluegill seemed to be 

anxious to let us catch them.  So we stayed as late as we could.  

As the sun was setting, we decided to head back to the dock, 

seven miles away. 

 

To our surprise, the 115-horsepower, outboard motor on our red 

Ranger would not start.  Nothing we tried was successful.  We 

prayed as we anxiously looked for any sign of a rescue.  After 

some time, we heard the sound of a boat in the distance. Finally, a 

craft came our way.  We waved wildly and yelled as loudly as we 

could.  The men in the boat noticed our signals and heard our 

desperate hollers. 

 

The men maneuvered their boat beside us as we explained our 

dilemma.  They tried to charge the Ranger’s battery, but to no 

avail.  The driver of the other boat said, “Don’t worry, folks, I’ll tow 

you to a landing near my home.  Then we’ll go get your truck and 

trailer.  You’ll be fine.” 

 

As Moody and I drove down the highway to home with our 

Ranger and limit of bluegill, we thanked God for the compassion 

shown us in those men hearing and responding to our call of 

desperation.   

 

Prayer:  Lord, help me to be more attuned to hear your voice and 

the cries of those to whom we need to show compassion.  I know 

if I do this, the fishing will be good.   
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13TH 
Devotion By: Martin Burns, Family Pastor – Sumter First Church of 
the Nazarene 
 
Scripture: Joshua 6:1-5  

 
Devotional Thought: That Doesn’t Make Sense! 

I can imagine as a military leader, Joshua thinking “this doesn’t 

make sense”, as the Lord gave him instructions about taking 

Jericho. When I was at Mt. Vernon Nazarene University (MVNU), I 

was an art minor, and our class got a chance to tour Italy for 2 

weeks in January 2001, which was so amazing!  When we 

returned I immediately signed up for next year’s Israel trip.  

Roughly 2 months later, the Holy Spirit distinctively directed me to 

take my name off the Israel trip.  For a day, I disobeyed God, 

arguing why I want to and why I should go. To me, the Spirit’s 

instructions “didn’t make sense.” My heart was heavy and I didn’t 

sleep well that night because of the conviction.  I knew what God 

was asking, and I didn’t like it.  The next day I grudgingly took my 

name off that Israel trip and signed up for the Washington DC 

mission trip working with the homeless.  I wasn’t happy; I didn’t 

understand, but I had peace in being obedient.  After returning to 

school for fall semester of 2001, September 11 happened when 

terrorists attacked the twin towers in NYC. Days later, MVNU 

announced that all international trips were cancelled for the next 

6 months.  At that moment, I started to understand the Spirit’s 

instructions from many months earlier.  Imagine Joshua’s 

understanding after marching around the city 7 times on the 7th 

day (which wouldn’t make sense), then part of the fortified 

“impossible” wall suddenly collapsing. 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own 

understanding.  Proverbs 3:5 

What instructions has God given you?  Stop… trying to figure it 

out, or weighing your options, or writing it off onto someone else; 

or being deathly afraid.  Trust Him and obey.  Even though it may 

not make sense, the God of this universe knows what He is doing, 

and He wants you in accomplishing His will.   

 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 14TH – VALENTINE’S DAY 
Devotion By: Rev. Greg Pressley, Lead Pastor – Sumter First 
Church of the Nazarene 
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Scripture: Ephesians 4:32 
Devotional Thought: Shoe Shopping 
Normally when I go to the store to make a purchase, I can be in 
and out in a matter of minutes. I know what I’m going for, I know 
which department it’s in, and I make a beeline for it. I don’t stop 
along the way to browse. I’m focused on the task before me.  I 
mean, I’ve literally purchased a pair of shoes in under 10 minutes.  
 
If you go shoe shopping with my wife, plan to walk and stay 
awhile. We’ll visit a half dozen stores and she’ll try on dozens of 
shoes. You guessed it - we go back to the first and buy the first 
pair we looked at. On some occasions we have followed the same 
routine, only to find that none of the shoes we looked at work. I 
would expect to get an “Amen” or two about this time. 
 
Truth is, I may be like that about shoes for myself. But when it 
comes to selecting a Valentine’s card for my wife, I shop a little like 
she shops for shoes. I do zero in on the Hallmark section labeled 
wife, but then, I work my way through the cards reading every 
word looking for the perfect card. I don’t mind telling you, I love 
Jeannie more than words could ever say. Even though words 
can’t communicate it, I’m hopeful that a good Greeting Card 
writer can help. 
 
So, I thought a few words from scripture my help us on this 
Valentine’s Day.  
 
32 Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each 
other, just as in Christ God forgave you. (Ephesians 4:32) 
 
Thought: We say more with how we live than with the card we 
give. 
 
 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15TH 
SCRIPTURE: Luke 22:39-53; John 18:1-14 
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THAT’S NOT POSSIBLE” 
WEEK #4 – SERMON NOTES 

February 16, 2020 
(Note: The small group session for this sermon will take place on 

Sunday evening February 23rd) 
 
SERMON TITLE: Can You Hear Me Now 

SCRIPTURE: Luke 22:39-53; John 18:1-14 
SERMON FOCUS: Compassion for the Enemy 
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“THAT’S NOT POSSIBLE” 
WEEK #5 – LIFE GROUP SESSION 

February 23, 2020 
 

TITLE: Malchus Matters 
SCRIPTURE: Luke 22:39-53; John 18:1-14 
FOCUS: Showing Compassion 
 
OPENING: 

• Be prepared to share a struggle with showing compassion to 
others, especially those that you might consider the enemy. 

 
 
 
 

• Prayer Requests: Take time to get prayer updates from the 
previous week. Add any new requests in the space below. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISCUSSION: 

• Read Luke 22:39-53 and John 18:1-14 noting the parts of the 

story that stand out to you. _____________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

• Now read Luke 22:39-53 and John 18:1-14 and answer the 

following questions: 

 

✓ What is happening in the life of Jesus at this moment?  

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

 

✓ What is happening in the life of His disciples at this 

moment? ________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 
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✓ Who cuts off the ear of the servant of the high priest? 

Does this surprise you? Do you blame him? What 

would you have done? ____________________________ 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

 

✓ What does Jesus do for the servant of the high priest, 

Malchus? How do you think the disciples responded? 

How do you think the servant of the high priest 

responded? ______________________________________ 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

 

✓ Why does Jesus tell them to put away their swords? 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

 

• Who is in control at this moment? Whose plan is He 

following? ____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

 

APPLICATION: 

• Why do you think Malchus matters to Jesus? What’s the 

need in this passage? What lesson is Jesus teaching? Who is 

He teaching it to? ____________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

 

• What do you think happened to Malchus? ________________ 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 
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• Luke was a physician whose life and writings placed an 

emphasis on Christ’s compassion. How should our life reflect 

the compassion of Christ? (Note: Because Luke was a 

physician the healing of an ear would have stood out to 

him.) ________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

• Is it ever difficult to show compassion? When? ____________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

• What is God trying to SAY to you through this miracle? Can 

you hear what He is trying to SAY to you? ________________ 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

 

• Where to you need to show compassion? Mercy? Grace? ___ 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

 

• Closing Prayer 
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“THAT’S NOT POSSIBLE” 
WEEK #5 – DAILY DEVOTIONS 

 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 17TH 
Devotion By: Rev. Greg Pressley, Lead Pastor – Sumter First 
Church of the Nazarene 
 
Scripture: Psalm 119:105 
 
Devotional Thought: Turn on the Light 
The older I get the more light I need to read! Whether I’m sitting 
in my living room or in a restaurant with dim lighting, I find myself 
struggling to read the fine print. I often use the flashlight on my 
phone to read the fine print. Can I get an amen?  
 
I felt better about this adjustment in life while sitting in a 
restaurant with a friend the other day. I had my flashlight out and 
he used his camera to take a picture of the menu and then 
enlarged it. It’s tough to get old! If you’re young, don’t laugh; 
someday you’ll understand. 
 
We could all use a little more light in our lives.  As we walk with 
God, He shines light onto our paths that will guide every step of 
our walk. The scripture says: Your word is a lamp for my feet, a 
light on my path. 
 
As His Word takes a place of priority in our lives, it brings us into a 
closer relationship with God; it gives us strength in times of 
difficulty; it serves as a guide for making decisions; it can even 
bring joy into our lives. (Stephen J. Cole) 
 
Why not add light to your life by spending time in His Word, 
memorizing His Word and obeying His Word. Turn on the light in 
your life by reading His Word. 
 
Challenge: Memorize Psalm 119:105 today! 
 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 18TH  
Devotion By: Rev. Greg Pressley, Lead Pastor – Sumter First 
Church of the Nazarene 
 
Scripture: Nehemiah 2:11-20 
 
Devotional Thought: A God Moment 
Pastor Martin recently share this “God Moment” with me. Pastor 
Martin was on his way to the Post Office to mail some registration 
forms for the youth group. So, he was minding his own business 
when God intervened. Pastor Martin’s phone rang and a voice 
from the upstate said: “I’m calling to share a prayer request”.  
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This story is filled with God moments.  The first moment was 
when the voice from the upstate said: “Our friend Sally (not her 
real name) was telling me that her son in hospitalized is Sumter 
and she wished there was a pastor who could go pray with him. 
That’s when she realized that their former youth pastor had 
moved to Sumter. I’ll call him and see what he can do. 
 
God moment two: When Pastor Martin’s phone rang, he was 
literally in front of the hospital. Both Pastor and the caller were 
amazed at God’s timing. Before they completed the phone call, 
Pastor Martin was sitting in the parking lot of the hospital. 
 
The third God moment: Pastor Martin walked into the room of this 
young man and prayed with him. He even took a selfie and sent it 
to the young man’s mother.  
 
Nehemiah 2 tells the story of Nehemiah who was in the right 
place at the right time to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. God uses 
him to lead a group of people to rebuild those walls in just 52 
days. God can do extraordinary things with people who 
recognize that He (God) has placed them (us) in the right place at 
the right time. 
 
Have you experienced a God moment or moments in your life? 
Are we attentive enough to His voice to recognize when He 
places us in the right place at the right moment? 
 
Prayer: Lord, help me recognize the God moments in my life. 
 
 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19TH 
Devotion By: Rev. Martin Burns, Family Pastor – Sumter First 
Church of the Nazarene 
 
Scripture: 2 Corinthians 5:17 
 
Devotional Thought: Transformation 

Many years ago on the first day of teen camp on the Pittsburgh 

district, I saw a teen girl dressed completely in black with black 

fingernails, boots, and the hoodie drawn over her head.  She was 

sitting on an outside bench with all the body language of “leave 

me alone”. Being the energetic, extrovert youth pastor, I sat next 

to her and started a joyful conversation.  After introducing myself 

and asking many questions to which she didn’t respond or look at 

me, I put my arm around her & said, “I’m glad you’re here and 

God has you here for a reason this week.”  I found out later 

through her youth pastor that her name was Sam. The next day 

and a half she carried herself in her isolated mentality with the 
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same body language.  I don’t know who else spoke into her life 

that week, but during the Wednesday night service, she went to 

the altar crying. People gathered and prayed over her.   Friday 

morning, we had an open mike time for teens who had a 

testimony to share and Sam went up. Most of the camp didn’t 

recognize her because she wasn’t wearing all black anymore. She 

was wearing normal clothes, and her countenance was 

completely different.  She approached the mike with a joyful 

confidence and shared how God had transformed her.  Everyone 

was shocked & overjoyed.  Her youth pastor helped her get into 

Mt. Vernon Nazarene University, and today, she is happily married 

as she continues serving the Lord.  She is a living testimony of 2 

Corinthians 5:17, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 

creation; the old has gone, the new has come!” 

 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 20TH 
Devotion By: Rev. Greg Pressley, Lead Pastor – Sumter First 
Church of the Nazarene 
 
Scripture: Exodus 13:20-21 
 
Devotional Thought: GPS 
When I travel, I often use the GPS in my truck. As Dr. David 
Jeremiah said: “GPS makes it possible to always know where 
you’ve been, where you are, and where you’re headed.” The 
screen in my truck provides a visual image of my journey, from 
start to finish. She, the GPS, and yes, sometimes even my wife, talk 
to me during the journey telling me when and where to turn. My 
wife is an added feature of the system … Jeannie tells me when to 
slow down, when to stop and where to park. 
 
God seeks to guide us through life if are willing to pay attention 
to the instruction He is giving us. For the children of Israel in the 
book of Exodus, He provided a cloud to guide by day and a pillar 
of fire to guide by night. For us, He guides through His Word, 
through the leading of the Holy Spirit, through our prayer life, 
and even through other people that He plants in our lives. 
 
It is important to know that it is God who is guiding us. The 
enemy, Satan, seeks to destroy and deceive. He desires to send us 
down the wrong path. My vehicle’s GPS has tried to send me 
down the wrong path before. Somehow the calibration gets off 
and it doesn’t know where I am. The calibration is only off a few 
feet, but these few feet matter. I was on I-26, but for some reason 
the GPS thought I was on the frontage road and it kept telling me 
to turn. If I had listened, I would have turned directly into a 
guardrail. Be sure it is God who is guiding you. 
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Prayer: Lord, be my guide in every step I take. 
 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 21ST  
Devotion By: Rev. Greg Pressley, Lead Pastor – Sumter First 
Church of the Nazarene 
 
Scripture: Psalm 46:1-3 
 
Devotional Thought: Overwhelming Journey 
Jeannie and I are in the midst of making plans for a trip to 
Washington, DC to spend a few days with Josh and Amber. 
Today, February 21st would have been the due date for the twins. 
I cannot tell you how overwhelming this journey has been for us. 
Just writing about this day has moved me deeply. I cannot 
imagine what the actual day will be like. But I do know who is 
with me now and who will be with all of us on February 21st.  
 
There are a lot of things about this journey that we don’t 
understand. It is in these moments that we place our trust in the 
one who holds the future. We do not understand, but we have 
no doubts about His plan. It is in these moments that we take 
refuge in His presence. The Psalmist says: 
 

1 God is our refuge and strength, 
    an ever-present help in trouble. 

2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way 
    and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, 

3 though its waters roar and foam 
    and the mountains quake with their surging. 

(Psalm 146:1-3) 
 
I can personally testify to the truth of the words spoken in this 
passage. I encourage you to lean on these verses when you do 
not understand. 
 
I wish that I could fix the pain that Amber and Josh are feeling - 
that we are feeling. I can’t, but I know God is with us today! And 
He is with you today as well. 
 
Question: Will you give Him your pain today? 
 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22ND 
Scripture Reading: TBA – Guest Speak on Sunday 
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THAT’S NOT POSSIBLE” 
Week #5 - SERMON NOTES 

February 23, 2020 
(Guest Speaker) 

 
SERMON TITLE: 

SCRIPTURE: 
SERMON FOCUS: 
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“THAT’S NOT POSSIBLE” 
WEEK #6 – DAILY DEVOTIONS 

 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 24TH 
Devotion By: Rev. Greg Pressley, Lead Pastor – Sumter First 
Church of the Nazarene 
 
Scripture: Romans 10:13-15 
 
Devotional Thought: Pass It On 

Year ago I had a friend who was a real expert when it comes to 

building a “sturdy” staircase handrail. He learned his skill from an 

elderly German gentleman. He was a young man just getting 

started in the home building business when this gentleman took 

Ed under his wing and taught him the trade of building a “sturdy” 

staircase handrail.  He wanted to pass his skill on to the next 

generation … he wanted to make sure that his “expert” skill didn’t 

die with him. Ed now has the responsibility to do the same – to 

“pass it on”. 

 

There are skills and/or knowledge that will perish with each 

generation unless someone takes time, cares enough, to “pass it 

on” - things like: homemade banana pudding, homemade ice 

cream, how to use a pair of hand operated post hole diggers, etc. 

 

But of all the things that each generation has the opportunity to 

pass on to the next generation, none is more important than “faith”. 

In Romans 10:14 Paul declares for, "Everyone who calls on the 

name of the Lord will be saved." He then poses some soul-searching 

questions: How, then, can they call on the one they have not 

believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they 

have not heard? And how can they hear without someone 

preaching to them? (v.14) 

 

Will you pass your faith on to the “next generation”? Paul provides 

an outline of how to “pass it on”. 

 

WALK IT - The next generation cannot call on His name unless they 

are moved to believe. People are more likely to be moved to believe 

by what you do, than by what you say.  

 

TALK IT - The next generation cannot believe in Him unless they 

have heard of Him. Although the way you live is essential to 

communicating God to the next generation - they cannot “believe” 
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if you do not speak of whom you live for. We have a tendency to 

talk about the things that are important to us. 

 

PROCLAIM IT - The next generation cannot hear unless someone 

proclaims the Gospel. How will they hear unless someone 

proclaims it? Will you proclaim the Gospel to the people in your 

life? 

 

Prayer: Lord, give me an opportunity to share my faith today. 

 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 25TH  
Devotion By: Rev. Greg Pressley, Lead Pastor – Sumter First 
Church of the Nazarene 
 
Scripture: Acts 12:1-19 
 
Devotional Thought: Words and Actions = Trust 
As I was writing today, my wife shared a devotional from an 
online devotional series that she is doing with our girls. The 
thought that my wife is actively engaged with our girls in 
scripture every day blesses me. She is living out the command to 
pass her faith on to the next generation. 
 
The devotional she shared begins with these words: “Don’t say 
‘God I trust You,’ if your actions show otherwise.” The challenge 
can be to trust God with our words and actions. To say that we 
trust Him is one thing, but allowing that trust to influence our 
actions, that is another thing entirely. 
 
I thought about those words for a moment, and then realized 
how much they echo the path of obedience described in 
scripture. The devotional referenced Egyptians pursuing the 
Israelites in Exodus 4. In that moment, Moses answers the cries of 
the people with these words: “Do not be afraid. Stand firm and 
you will see the deliverance the Lord will bring to you today.” 
 
Those are not just words of the Israelites that are being pursued 
by the Egyptians. They apply to every person that has found 
themselves in places where there appeared to be no way out, no 
way of escape. They applied when … 
 … Peter was in prison (Acts 12:1-19) 
 … Daniel was in the lion’s den (Daniel 6:1-18) 

… Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were in the fiery 
furnace. (Daniel 3:1-30) 
… you are in a difficult place in life. 

 
Question: Will you trust God with your actions as much as you do 
with your words? 
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26TH 

Devotion By: Rev. Martin Burns, Family Pastor – Sumter First 

Church of the Nazarene 

 

Scripture: Psalm 91:11 

 

Devotional Thought: Believe it or not? 

Morgan was a Senior. high girl in our ministry who struggled with 

insecurity.  She met a guy online and quickly became boy/ girl-

friend.  Her parents weren’t pleased so they tried to stop the 

relationship.  One night, Morgan coordinated with the boy-friend 

who drove hours to pick her up and take her to his parent’s place. 

Morgan’s parents tried to get her back without involving the 

police.  My adult helpers and I started praying specifically for 

Morgan at the news of this event.  Morgan returned home 3 

weeks later and shared why she returned.  

 

The day after arriving at the boy-friend’s parents’ house, Morgan 

noticed a police car with a much older looking police officer that 

would drive slowly past the house almost everyday.  Later she 

discovered the boy-friend engaged in satanic cultic rituals with 

other friends that she didn’t want to be a part of, so one night she 

left the ritual alone to walk back to his house.  While walking, a 

man attacked her; she fought back and ran for her life. After 

running a good distance and stopping to get her breath, that 

much older police officer pulled up in the cop car and gave her a 

ride back to the house.  She immediately felt peace and secure.  

She thanked the officer and after entering the house, she came to 

her senses and realized, “it’s time to go home” to which she called 

her parents and they drove hours to pick her up.  As she told us 

her story the following day, we asked about this random old cop’s 

presence and how was he available the night of her attack. We 

jokingly said maybe he was an angel in disguise.  Remembering 

the police department on the side of the cop car, Morgan 

researched and called the police department of that country the 

next day to thank the officer for all he did for her.  As she 

described the much older looking officer, the department said 

that no one with that description has ever worked at that 

department.  When she told us about the phone call & 

questioned the “angel” comment from earlier, all the hairs on all 

of our arms rose up.  The power of prayer and angels, believe or 

not? 
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“For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in 

all your ways” Psalm 91:11 

 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27TH 
Devotion By: Rev. Greg Pressley, Lead Pastor – Sumter First 
Church of the Nazarene 
 
Scripture: John 1:1-18 
 
Devotional Thought: The Miracle of Salvation 
This series has focused on the miracles of Jesus. We’ve discovered 
how those miracles impacted the lives of the people who received 
the miracle, as well as, the lives of those who participated in the 
miracle. There is no doubt that the people who experienced these 
miracles were forever changed, whether as a recipient or as a 
participant.  
 
I’m confident that they all shared their story everywhere they 
went. I would imagine that many of the people hearing their 
stories found them difficult to believe. Most, if not all, of the 
miracles in scripture would leave us asking: “How is that possible?” 
The good news is, we don’t have to have all of the answers; we 
simply place our trust and faith in the one who performed the 
miracles. 
 
But if you think things like feeding 5000 people with two fish and 
five loaves, the calming of storms, physical healings, or 
deliverance from demon-possession are miracles, you’ve not 
heard anything yet. Wait until I tell you the story of salvation. 
 
The creator of the universe loved the world, you, so much that He 
gave His one and only Son to live with you and to die for you. He 
did all of that while we were still in opposition to Him, when we 
were the enemy. He has provided an opportunity for us to be 
“born again”, to become a new creation in Christ. That’s the real 
miracle we need, to be forgiven of sin and raised to a new life in 
Christ. And to think, it’s a gift to everyone who will receive it. 
 
It doesn’t matter where you’ve been or where you are. The grace 
of God is reaching out to you. He came to seek and save the lost. 
(Luke 19:10) The miracle of salvation not only changes the 
recipient; it changes the people around the recipient. It is the kind 
of miracle that changes the world. 
 
Question: Have you received the miracle of salvation? 
 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 28TH 
Devotion By: Rev. Greg Pressley, Lead Pastor – Sumter First 
Church of the Nazarene 
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Scripture: Genesis 12:1-2 
 
Devotional Thought: Take a Leap of Faith 
It’s time to take a leap of faith! For many of us we’ve been 
standing on the edge waiting for the right moment, right 
circumstances, for the proper training, for life to slow down 
before we take a leap. If you’ve been waiting for the right 
moment to take a leap of faith, 2020 is leap year, so why not take 
the leap this year. We’ll all have an extra 24 hours this year, what 
do you plan to do with them.   
 
Such a step can be, and usually is a frightening … but countless 
men and women of the Bible did just that … they took a step of 
faith and made a difference. 
 
When characters in the Bible stepped-out in faith, it seems that it 
always began with “Listening”. A moment when God spoke into 
their life and said: 
 … Build an ark (Noah) 
 … Go to a land that I will show you (Abraham) 
 … I am sending you (Moses) 
 … I will make you fishers of men. (Disciples) 
 
Consider all that God accomplished through these individuals 
who were willing to take a leap. Some of them had questions and 
even made excuses that God should use someone else for the 
task at hand. 
 
You never know what God can and will do through you if you are 
willing to “take a leap of faith”.  
 
You can take a leap of faith by trusting Him for your salvation. 
 
You can take a leap of faith by saying “yes” to His call to serve. 
 
Prayer: Lord, help me take a leap of faith in 2020. 
 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 29TH 
Scripture Reading: John 3:1-17; Matthew 19:26 
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THAT’S NOT POSSIBLE” 
Week #6 - SERMON NOTES 

March 1, 2020 
 

SERMON TITLE: If You Think Those Were Miracles 

SCRIPTURE: Luke 22:39-53; John 18:1-14 
SERMON FOCUS: Salvation / Forgiveness 
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“THAT’S NOT POSSIBLE” 
WEEK #6 – LIFE GROUP SESSION 

March 1, 2020 
 

TITLE: The Miracle of Salvation 
SCRIPTURE: John 3:1-17; Matthew 19:26 
FOCUS: Christ as Personal Savior 
 
OPENING: 

• Be prepared to share how you came to know Jesus 
personally. If you don’t already know Jesus as your personal 
Savior this could be the evening that happens. 

 
 
 
 

• Prayer Requests: Take time to get prayer updates from the 
previous week and make a commitment to continue praying 
for those in your small group. 

 
 
 
 
 
DISCUSSION: 

• Read John 3:1-17 and identify the need and the miracle in 

the passage. _________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

• Now reread John 3:16-17 again. Maybe you’ve read or even 

quoted this passage dozens of time. What new discoveries 

did you make? Resist the urge to think you already know 

everything there is to know about this passage. Is this 

passage personal to you? What does it mean for this passage 

to be personal? _______________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

 

• What does it mean to believe?  _________________________ 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 
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• The promise in John 3:16-17 is “eternal life”. Does this 

promise have anything to do with the here and now? If so, 

what? _______________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

 

• Why is salvation the greatest miracle of all?  

✓ What does Romans 6:23 tells us about the miracle of 

salvation? _______________________________________ 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

 

✓ What does Romans 5:8 say to you about this miracle? 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

 

✓ Romans 6:13 says that we can be brought from death 

to life. What does that mean spiritually? ______________  

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

 

✓ What does it mean to be a new creation in Christ? (2 

Corinthians 5:17)  _________________________________  

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

 

APPLICATION: 

• Is there a difference in knowing about Jesus and knowing 

Jesus personally? _____________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 
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• What’s your story of salvation? Write in the place below: 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

 

• Are you in need of a spiritual miracle? ___________________ 

- Admit that you have sin and are in need of a Savior. 

(Romans 3:23) 

- Believe in Jesus. Believe that He died for you. (John 6:40) 

- Confess that Jesus is Lord. (Romans 10:9) 

 

• Closing Prayer 
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