
Good Afternoon Church Family, 

Our nation continues to face unprecedented times with the spread of COVID-19. Thousands of 

lives are being impacted physically, emotionally and financially by the virus itself and the steps 

being taken to curve its spread.  It is in moments like this that the church has a unique 

opportunity to be the church. The church has historically stepped up in times of crisis. It is in 

moments like this that the church has the opportunity to be the source of hope; it is in 

moments like this that the church as the opportunity to provide peace in the middle of the 

storm; it is in moments like this that the church can be the hands and feet of Jesus; and, it is in 

moments like this that the church can put faith into action. 

The church as we know it, a “gathering,” is also being impacted by the effort to slow the spread 

of COVID-19. On Sunday evening the governor of South Carolina strongly discouraged 

gatherings of 100 or more. The CDC soon followed that announcement by advising against 

gatherings of 50 or more. And most recently, our President has stated that gatherings should be 

limited to 10 people. It is important to note that these recommendations are not targeted at 

the church but apply to any organization or business where people gather. So, in response to 

these strong recommendations, the church board met for 2 ½ hours on Monday evening to 

discuss an action plan. After prayer, gathering of information from healthcare professionals, 

and discussion, the decision has been made to move to an online format for the next 15 days, 

beginning with Wednesday evening March 18th through Tuesday, March 31st. 

You are probably asking, “What does this mean?” It means that we are still having church, but 

in a different format. Just because we’re not meeting on-site, does not mean that we cease to 

be the church. In fact, it gives us a great opportunity to be the church. The current plan is to 

livestream a Sunday School Class each week, livestream the morning worship service, 

livestream a teen service on Sunday evening, livestream the Wednesday evening Bible study, as 

well as provide online resources for our children. I realize that these are difficult words to hear, 

maybe even difficult words to understand, but I can assure you that it was a very difficult 

decision to make. However, we believe that it is an important step for the health and wellbeing 

of our community. 

On Wednesday morning you’ll receive a video link that will further help explain how and why 

this decision was made. The video link will also provide instruction on how to watch through 

livestreaming. Please know that the staff will still be in the office daily and they will continue to 

provide pastoral care. In addition, we are working to strengthen all forms of communication to 

keep you up to date on the life of the church. 

I encourage you to find ways over the next 15 days to serve others. I challenge you to not 

“park” your faith but “grow” your faith. I will be providing a message every morning through 

the church APP and email that offers hope in this time of need. If you are using the APP you will 

need to “subscribe” to the “Peace In The Storm” track. It will be available on Thursday, March 

19th.  I also invite you to participate in a day of prayer for the City of Sumter this Thursday, 



March 19th. You’ll receive additional Information about the Day of Prayer on Wednesday 

morning. 

And finally, I want to remind you of how important it is for you to continue to GIVE even if we 

are not gathering on-site. The operational cost of the church will continue, and it is essential 

that you continue your pattern of faithful and consistent giving. There are three ways you can 

give during this time: (1) You can stop by the church, it will be open daily (2) You can give online  

by Clicking Here (3) You can mail your gift to Sumter First, 3700 Patriot Parkway, Sumter, SC 29154. 

To summarize: 

1. We are moving to an online format March 18th through March 31st. The first livestream 

will be this Wednesday evening at 6:30pm. You will receive a link to access the 

livestream on Wednesday morning. 

2. The Church office will remain open Monday – Friday 9am to 4pm. 

3. The staff will continue to provide pastoral care. 

4. You will hear from us often though various forms of communication. 

5. Remain faithful to your church through prayer, serving others, and giving. 

 

Our Hope Comes from the Lord, 

Pastor Greg 

https://www.egsnetwork.com/gift2/?giftid=3EEE010EAB0C4B9

