Response to “Sign On Letter Opportunity”
January 26, 2026

To read original “Bishop Sign On Letter,” see page 2.
Bishop Perry (Michigan),

Thank you for forwarding the letter circulated by a small group of bishops. I do not sign or
associate my office with statements to which I have not been invited to contribute, and I will not
do so here.

The Episcopal Church already has a duly elected voice in Presiding Bishop Sean Rowe, whose
authority was affirmed by both the House of Bishops and the House of Deputies. That structure
exists to prevent factions from claiming to speak for the whole Church. The collapse of our
communicant membership — from roughly 3 million in 1979 to fewer than 1 million today —
coincides directly with the Church’s increasing identification with partisan political causes,
including statements of this kind.

It is also worth noting that the public relations firm engaged to advance this effort is an all-
female, left-leaning operation. Given the consistent emphasis by some on diversity, equity, and
inclusion, the absence of any apparent concern on that front is striking. Once again, the outrage
expressed appears selective — and, in this case, misdirected.

Federal immigration law has been enforced by every modern American president, including John
F. Kennedy, Lyndon B. Johnson, Jimmy Carter, Bill Clinton, and Barack Obama, under the
Immigration and Nationality Act of 1952 — co-authored and sponsored by Democrats and still
the law today. If certain bishops believe these laws unjust, the proper recourse is through the
constitutional system, not perforated ecclesiastical declarations.

As I have said before, anger does not make one prophetic. It is telling that on the Feast of the
Conversion of St. Paul the Apostle (tr.), the letter circulated makes no reference to repentance,
transformation, or the Christian witness that invites such conversions, regardless of political
affiliation. Once again, the Episcopal Church is found to be articulating the promises of God
with newsprint rather than altars.

You do not have my permission to attach my name to this letter or to imply that the Diocese of
Springfield endorses its content.

In the peace of God, which passeth all understanding;

The Right Reverend Brian K. Burgess, DD
XII Springfield
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A letter to our fellow Americans.

We, the undersigned bishops of The Episcopal Church, write today out of grief, righteous
anger, and steadfast hope.

What is happening in Minnesota and in communities across the country runs counter to
God’s vision of justice and peace. This crisis is about more than one city or state—it’s about
who we are as a nation. The question before us is simple and urgent: Whose dignity matters?

In the wake of the tragic deaths of two U.S. citizens, Alex Pretti and Renee Good, we join
Minnesotans and people across the nation in mourning two precious lives lost to state-
sanctioned violence. We grieve with their families, their friends, and everyone harmed by the

government’s policies. When fear becomes policy, everyone suffers.

We call on Americans to trust their moral compass—not false rhetoric. As Episcopalians,
our moral compass is rooted firmly in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

This is what we know. The truth is in plain sight: women shoved to the ground, children
torn from their families, and citizens silenced and demeaned for exercising their
Constitutional rights. These actions sow fear, cast doubt, and wear us down with endless

noise.

We cannot presume to speak for everyone or prescribe only one way to respond. For our

part, we can only do as Jesus’ teaching shows us.
A Call for Action

This is a moment for action. We call on people of faith to stand by your values and act
as your conscience demands.

We urge the immediate suspension of ICE and Border Patrol operations in Minnesota and in
any community where militarized enforcement has endangered residents or destroyed public
trust.

We also call for transparent, independent investigations of the people killed—investigations
centered on truth, not politics. Justice cannot wait, and accountability is essential to healing.

We call on the elected officials of our nation to remember the values that we share, including
the rule of law. Rooted in our Constitution, it ensures that law—not the arbitrary will of
individuals—governs us all, protecting individual rights, ensuring fairness, and maintaining
stability.



A Shared Commitment

Every act of courage matters. We must keep showing up for one another. We are bound
together because we are all made in the image of God. This begins with small, faithful steps.

As bishops in the Episcopal Church, we promise to keep showing up—to pray, to speak,
and to stand with every person working to make our communities just, safe, and whole. We
are committed to making our communities safer and more compassionate:

e So children can walk to school without feat.
e So families can shop, work, and worship freely.

» So we recognize the dignity of every neighbor—immigrant communities, military

families, law enforcement officers, nurses, teachers, and essential workers alike.

You may feel powerless, angty, or heartbroken right now. Know that you’re not alone. Each
of us has real power: community power, financial power, political power, and knowledge
power. We can show up for our neighbors, support small businesses and food banks,
contact elected officials and vote, and learn our rights so we can speak up peacefully without

fear.
Choosing Hope

This crisis is about more than one city or state—it’s about who we are as a nation. The

question before us is simple and urgent: Whose dignity matters?
Our faith gives a clear answer: everyone’s.

Safety built on fear is an illusion. True safety comes when we replace fear with compassion,
violence with justice, and unchecked power with accountability. That’s the vision our faith
calls us to live out—and the promise our country is meant to uphold.

In the face of fear, we choose hope.

By the grace of God, may this season of grief become a season of renewal. May courage rise

trom lament, and love take root in every heart.

Faithfully,

The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Baskerville-Burrows, Bishop, Diocese of Indianapolis
T The Rt. Rev. Mariann Edgar Budde, Bishop of Washington

T The Rt. Rev. Thomas J. Brown, Bishop of Maine

T The Rt, Rev. Sally French, Bishop of New Jersey



T The Rt. Rev. Anne B. Jolly, Bishop of Ohio

T The Rt. Rev. Craig Loya, Bishop of Minnesota

T The Rt. Rev. Jeffrey W. Mello, Bishop of Connecticut

T The Rt. Rev. Bonnie A. Perry, Bishop of Michigan

T The Rt. Rev. Carrie Schofield-Broadbent, Bishop of Maryland

TThe Rt. Rev. Kristin Uffelman White, Bishop of Southern Ohio

ook

Carta a nuestros compatriotas estadounidenses.

Nosotros, los obispos de la Iglesia Episcopal abajo firmantes, escribimos hoy movidos por el
dolor, la indignacion justificada y la esperanza inquebrantable.

Lo que esta sucediendo en Minnesota y en comunidades de todo el pais va en contra de la
vision de justicia y paz de Dios. Esta crisis va mas alla de una ciudad o un estado: tiene que
ver con quiénes somos como nacion. La pregunta que se nos plantea es sencilla y urgente:
¢La dignidad de quién importa?

Tras la tragica muerte de dos ciudadanos estadounidenses, Alex Pretti y Renee Good, nos
unimos a los habitantes de Minnesota y a personas de todo el pafs en el duelo por dos vidas
preciosas perdidas a causa de la violencia sancionada por el Estado. Lloramos con sus
familias, sus amigos y todas las personas perjudicadas por las politicas del gobierno. Cuando

el miedo se convierte en politica, todos sufren.

Hacemos un llamado a los estadounidenses para que confien en su brijula moral, no en la
retorica falsa. Como episcopalianos, nuestra brajula moral esta firmemente arraigada en el

Evangelio de Jesucristo.

Esto es lo que sabemos. La verdad esta a la vista: mujeres empujadas al suelo, nifios
separados de sus familias y ciudadanos silenciados y humillados por ejercer sus derechos
constitucionales. Estas acciones siembran el miedo, siembran la duda y nos agotan con un

ruido interminable.

No podemos pretender hablar en nombre de todos ni prescribir una unica forma de
responder. Por nuestra parte, solo podemos hacer lo que nos ensefa Jesus.



Un llamamiento a la accidon

Este es un momento para actuar. Hacemos un llamamiento a las personas de fe para que

defiendan sus valores y actien segin les dicte su conciencia.

Instamos a la suspension inmediata de las operaciones del ICE y de la Patrulla Fronteriza en
Minnesota y en cualquier comunidad donde la aplicacion militarizada de la ley haya puesto
en peligro a los residentes o destruido la confianza publica.

También pedimos investigaciones transparentes e independientes sobre las personas
asesinadas, investigaciones centradas en la verdad, no en la politica. La justicia no puede

esperar, y la rendicion de cuentas es esencial para la sanacion.

Hacemos un llamado a los funcionarios electos de nuestra nacion para que recuerden los
valores que compartimos, incluido el estado de derecho. Arraigado en nuestra Constitucion,
garantiza que la ley, y no la voluntad arbitraria de los individuos, nos gobierne a todos,
protegiendo los derechos individuales, asegurando la equidad y manteniendo la estabilidad.

Un compromiso compartido

Cada acto de valentia importa. Debemos seguir apoyandonos unos a otros. Estamos unidos
porque todos somos creados a imagen y semejanza de Dios. Esto comienza con pequefios

pasos fieles.

Como obispos de la Iglesia Episcopal, prometemos seguir apoyando, orando, hablando y
estando al lado de todas las personas que trabajan para que nuestras comunidades sean
justas, seguras y completas. Nos comprometemos a hacer que nuestras comunidades sean

mas seguras y compasivas:

e Para que los nifios puedan ir a la escuela sin miedo.
o Para que las familias puedan comprar, trabajar y practicar su religion libremente.

o Para que reconozcamos la dignidad de todos nuestros vecinos: comunidades de
inmigrantes, familias de militares, agentes de la ley, enfermeros, maestros y
trabajadores esenciales por igual.

Es posible que en este momento se sienta impotente, enojado o desconsolado. Sepa que no
esta solo. Cada uno de nosotros tiene un poder real: el poder de la comunidad, el poder
financiero, el poder politico y el poder del conocimiento. Podemos apoyar a nuestros

vecinos, respaldar a las pequenas empresas y los bancos de alimentos, ponernos en contacto



con los funcionarios electos y votar, y conocer nuestros derechos para poder expresarnos
pacificamente sin miedo.

Elegir la esperanza

Esta crisis va mas alla de una ciudad o un estado: se trata de quiénes somos como naciéon. La

pregunta que se nos plantea es sencilla y urgente: sLa dignidad de guién importa?
Nuestra fe nos da una respuesta clara: la de todos.

La seguridad basada en el miedo es una ilusion. La verdadera seguridad llega cuando
sustituimos el miedo por la compasioén, la violencia por la justicia y el poder sin control por
la responsabilidad. Esa es la vision que nuestra fe nos llama a vivir, y la promesa que nuestro

pais debe cumplir.
Ante el miedo, elegimos la esperanza.

Por la gracia de Dios, que esta temporada de dolor se convierta en una temporada de

renovacion. Que el valor surja del lamento y el amor eche raices en cada corazén.
Fielmente,

La Rvda. Jennifer Baskerville-Burrows, obispa de la Diécesis de Indianapolis
T La Rvda. Mariann Edgar Budde, obispa de Washington

T El Rvdo. Thomas J. Brown, obispo de Maine

T La Rvda. Sally French, obispa de Nueva Jersey

T La Rvda. Anne B. Jolly, obispa de Ohio

T El Rvdo. Craig Loya, obispo de Minnesota

T El reverendo Jeffrey W. Mello, obispo de Connecticut

T La reverenda Bonnie A. Perry, obispa de Michigan

T La reverenda Carrie Schofield-Broadbent, obispa de Maryland

T La reverenda Kristin Uffelman White, obispa del sur de Ohio



