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CONTRIBUTING

Communication serves a crucial function in
every ministry. Sharing information among
congregations, committees, and individual
members is no small task. Welcoming new
members to our diocesan family also requires
unique communication efforts at all levels.

Your contribution to this
communication helps sprea
about what God is doing in ¢
congregations, in our dioc
Episcopal Church at large
making a gift today.

We are committed to ¢
publication to all me

the Episcopal Diocese
necessary to contrib

The Springfield Current. N
choose to support The Sp
your contribution will be of gr
this ministry and is tax ded
for your support!




DONORS

The Diocese of Springfield would like to
thank and acknowledge the following
sponsors who have made possible this

issue of The Current:

Bob & Sue Vaughn
St. George's - Belleville, IL

Fr. Parker Asplin, 2026

The Rev. John & Mrs. Barbara Richmond

Paul C. Buckles CONTENTS

Trinity - Lincoln, IL

Karen Steigmann
Emmanuel Memorial - Champaign, IL
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FROM THE BISHOP

hen was it that we stopped building

institutions? I dont mean brick and

motor buildings, but institutions. Real,
lasting, institutions of Christian mission, evangelism
and witness. As an example, the Scout movement
was founded in 1907 in England by Lieutenant
General Robert-Baden-Powell. Baden-Powell was
a devoutly religious Anglican whose father, The
Reverend Baden Powell, was a Church of England
priest. I think we can all agree that the modern-day
Boy Scouts own relatively very little real estate or
property. However, their reach has historically been
very wide. Starting with their first experimental
Scout camp on Brownsea Island in the United
Kingdom in August of 1907, it was truly intended to
be a ministry and evangelical reach of the Church.

" s
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Another example of a lasting
institution that has compounded in
influence is one that was intended
to meet a need in a moment but
serves a divine purpose even unto
today. In 1858, the seminary that I
and a few of our Diocesan priests
attended was established. Actually,
that was the year the University
charter was granted by the State of
Tennessee. It wasn’t until after the
Civil War in 1866 that construction
began and 1868 when students
actually matriculated. Because of
the delay, the Episcopal Church
in the Southeast had very little
time left to make good on the
promise to establish a university

on the dedicated site or allow
the land to revert back to the
railroad. What no one planned
on beyond the stacking of
sandstone was an institution
that  still exists today.

Following the American Civil
War and during the time of
Reconstruction  (1865-1877),
war widows and mothers
who lost their sons made it
to the top of the Cumberland
plateau because they knew
that the Church was building
a future promised by God
there. These women who
had come from great wealth

and prosperity were now totally
dependent upon the Church for
their livelihood and security.
Confronted with an unprecedented
need, it was decided that if
you were going to educate and
form Christian gentlemen, you
needed to have the influence of a
gentlewoman in the home. Each
and every dorm or student house
was overseen by one of these
women who ensured that Christian
virtue and southern manners were
taught and adhered to strictly.

Today,whenyoueatinthedininghall,
if a dorm matron approaches your
table to join you, the conversation
stops and the gentlemen stand until
she is properly greeted and seated.
Archaic? I think not. Itis an outward
and visible sign of an inward and
spiritual grace. If you make it to
this mountain, the church will not
only care for you and provide for
you but honor the sacrifice that



you and your family have made.
The Anglican tradition entrusted
to us has always recognized the
redeemed of Christ as heirs of His
eternal kingdom. Even unto today.

understanding;

XII Springfield
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As the Church in Central and
Southern Illinois, we have had
enough of secularizing the sacred,
of deconstructing transcendence
to the point of no longer having
need to observe holy
day. Impatient lives
continually seek
to  bypass  around
one critical tenet of
Christian  faith  and
practice: Sacraments
are administered and
never taken. There is a
minimum of 33 altars
entrusted to us, some
of our churches have
two or three. This is the
reason why the sacred
priesthood is so critical
to our very existence. To
put it another way, there

is an understanding
of awaiting what is
promised  here in

Springfield that a world
intoxicated with all
things “on demand” will
never understand. Here,
our songs of praise are
intentionally chosen and

In the peace of God, which passeth all

Bishop Brian K. Burgess

our historic churches are preserved
for future generations, and, as our
prayer book expects, we speak
of difficult things well. Why so
focused on heavenly things?
Because young scouts and war
widows need to be fed heavenly
food, as it is we do here. There
is a proficiency expected here
that has long served this Diocese
well. As I would often share with
my vested youth acolytes before
processing into the church for a
service of Holy Eucharist, “I need
you to listen with your eyes.”

There is a great deal to give thanks
to our God in Christ for when it
comes to the ways and means of
the Church here in the Diocese
of Springfield. This newsletter
reaches nearly 2,000 addresses
within the State of Illinois and
beyond. Please know how it is you
complete us. Now, go and tell others
where it is you have encountered
our risen and ascended Lord.
Imagine the awakening if 2,000
households  prioritized  their
worship of God in Christ as our
utmost calling and privilege.



EPISCOPAL CHURCH CAMP 2026

By Jeremiah Ratliff, Camp Coordinator

f there was one word that

could be used to summarize
and describe Episcopal Church
Camp of Illinois 2026 it would be:
SUCCESSFUL!

The Lord Our God blessed us
the entire week with (mostly)
cooperative weather and cooler

temperatures, no accidents
or illnesses (heat related or
otherwise), a healthy ratio of

volunteers to campers, and joy,
smiles, laughter, and the love of
Christ that echoed throughout
the hills of Camp Wartburg! This
year, while smaller and different
than years past, was viewed as a
gift by campers and volunteers
alike.

There were 19 campers, 14
volunteers, and several invited
guests from all across the
Diocese. From as far north

as Christ the King in Normal
to as south as Episcopal
Church of the Redeemer
in Cairo, all corners of our
Diocese were represented in
our few but faithful numbers.
We had a total of 10 Alphas
(younger campers) and 9
Omegas (older  campers),
all of which experienced
fun summer activities like
rock wall climbing, team
building challenges, archery,
creek walking, fishing,
and swimming during our
recreational time. During
our daily Eucharist Services,

Compline Campfires,
and time with Spiritual
Directors, they experienced

thought-provoking homilies,
reflections, challenges, and
devotions  throughout the
week as we unpacked what it
means to be a follower of God
in pursuit of "Higher Ground."

While there were many phrases of joy
and praise that I heard throughout
the week, what that told me this
year was a smashing success was at
least four campers (two Alphas and
two Omegas) indicated on their
feedback form: "[We] wish camp was
another week longer!" In this Camp
Coordinators opinion, not only did
ECCI 2026 provide the space for all
to experience the spiritual practice
of retreat and reconnection with our
Creator, but it also embodied the
words of Jesus in Matthew 18:20...

66

For where two or
three are gathered in
my name, I am there

among them.

99
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ECCI 2026



PICTURES FROM ECCI 2026

PICTURES FROM CAMP

Photos by Fr. Parker Asplin & ECC counselors
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David Jaeger, Pof

Bishop Burgess is pleased to announce that The
Reverend Dr. Frederick A. Robinson has accepted
his invitation to offer three reflections during the
2027 Pre-Lenten Clergy Retreat. Gathering again at
King’s House Retreat and Conference Center on the
campus of the National Shrine of Our Lady of Snows
in Belleville, the focus of this year’s reflections will
address The Interior Life of a Priest and Deacon.

Fr. Robinson retired from full-time vocational
ministry on January 31, 2020 after serving as Rector
of Church of the Redeemer in Sarasota for nearly
26 years. Prior to being called to the Diocese of
Southwest Florida, Fr. Robinson was Rector of

ORDINATIONS

2027 PRE-LENTEN
CLERGY RETREAT

Grace Church, Monroe, Louisiana, and before that
was Rector of St. Andrew’s Church, Grand Prairie,
Texas. Upon his retirement in 2020, Fr. Robinson
served as Interim Rector of St. John’s Episcopal
Church and Parish Day School in Tampa, Florida and
then Emmanuel Memorial Church in Champaign,
Ilinois. Currently, he serves as Interim Rector of
St. Michael and St. George’s Episcopal Church in
Clayton, Missouri. Fr. Robinson is the Editor of The
Anglican Digest and serves as President of the Board
of Visitors at Nashotah House Theological Seminary.

Ordained deacon and priestin 1982 by Bishop Donald
Davies of Fort Worth, Fr. Robinson has earned
academic degrees from Ohio State University (BS)
and Nashotah House Theological Seminary (MDiv).
He and his wife, Linda, have two grown children.

All clergy of our Diocese, both active and retired,
canonically resident or licensed, are encouraged to
make plans now to attend. The 2027 Pre-Lenten Clergy
Retreat is scheduled for Monday afternoon, February
Ist through lunch on Wednesday, February 3rd,
which is one week ahead of our 2027 Ash Wednesday
observance. Registration will open after Christmas.

On Wednesday, June 24th, The Nativity of St. John the Baptist was observed within the Cathedral
Church of St. Paul the Apostle with a Mass of Diaconal Ordination. Danny Shuler and Jeff Wenzel were
presented to Bishop Burgess for the conveying of Holy Orders. Over 70 stood as witness and lent their
voice to the necessary consent when asked, “Is it your will that Danny and Jeffrey be ordained deacons?”
(BCP pg. 539) Dean Andrew Hook preached the Homily reminding the congregation that it is quite
liberating to properly subject our lives and ministries to rightful authority. Clergy and laity stood as
the rubrically-required presenters and assisted in the vesting of the newly ordained according to the
order of deacons. Following the Episcopal Blessing and Dismissal, a reception was held in the Diocesan
Center as the opportunity to greet and congratulate those now living their lives under Diaconal Orders.



APPEAL DONORS

APPEAL DONORS

A special thanks is extended to the following donors for their generous financial contributions to the Capital
Improvement Fund and Restoration of St. James Chapel in Marion, IL

Bishop George Franklin Seymour

($10,000 and above)

Susan J. Buckley

Christ Church, Springfield

Donald Monty & Ann Gaylord

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, Harrisburg
Trinity Episcopal Church, Jacksonville

Bishop John Chanler White
($5,000 and $9,999)

The Rt. Rev. & Mrs. Brian Burgess
Emmanuel Memorial, Champaign

The Rev. & Mrs. Mark Klamer

St. John the Baptist, Mt. Carmel

St. Thomas Episcopal Church, Glen Carbon
The Rev. Dr Gregory & Mrs. Nada Tournoux
The Rev. Canon & Mrs. David Wells

St. George's Episcopal Church

Mrs. Fred Boardman Society
($1,000 - $4,999)

The Rev. Christopher & K-Lou Ashmore

The Episcopal Parish of Alton

Kevin & Michelle Babb

Cathedral Church of St. Paul, Springfield
Church of the Redeemer, Cairo

David R. Craske

The Rev. Canon Mark Evans & Mrs. Sandy Moore
Patricia Guyon

Deacon Sylvia & Fr. Bill Howard

Cindy Lynk

The Rev. Canon Robert B. Koehler

Terry E. Koehler

Judith Johnson in memory of Hubert M. Lattan
The Rev. Beth Maynard & Mr. Mark Dirksen
Martin & Angela Rowe

Gerald Smith

Suzanne & Fred Stericker

Bob & Sue Vaughn

John & Jane Voigts

Helen Williams

Nelson & Ann Wilt
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David & Kay Werner
Cynthia Yelverton
The Rev. John ¢ Barbara

All Saints' Guild
($500 - $999)

The Very Rev. Sheryl Black Richmond
The Rev. Zachary & Leah Brooks .
John P. Buzard Other Gifts

The Rev. Mike & Paige Clark

The Rt. Rev. Daniel H. Martins

Bill & Verla Moyer

Mark & Tracie Peecher

Marian Smithson

The Rt. Rev. Kettlen & Mr. Scott Solak

Jasmine Howe
Joyce C. Wright

Patrons of St. James Memorial
($100 - $499)

Fr. Jerry Anderson

The Very Rev. Danté & Erin Anglin

Joan Barnes

Mary & Walter Bohn

Ellen Burbage

Zach & Bethany Buscher

Fr. Garron Daniels & Mrs. Nathalia Baum
The Rev. Canon & Mrs. Shawn Denney

The Rt. Rev. Elizabeth & Mr. Chris Gardner
Terri & Tony Goodin

Mrs. Carol Goodman

Harry & Susan Gore

The Rev. Jon & Sally Griffin

Dr Michael & Debra Harres

Len & Dana Harris

The Rev. Dr. Arnold & Sharon Hoffman
The Rev. Dr. Matthew & Alethea Kemp
Donald & Cathy Kensell

Roy Laws

Deacon Tim & Mrs. Debra Leighton

The Rt. Rev. Edward S. Little II

Susan Lukasik

Carol J. Marshall

Catherine Nelson

The Very Rev. Mark & Mrs. Kristie Ohlemeier
Claire & Mark Ribelin

The Rev. Dr. Fredrick & Mrs. Linda Robinson
Mr. & Mrs. Rex Schaeffer

St. Mark's, West Frankfort

Jane Weingartner



DOUBLE YOUR IMPACT

DOUBLE YOUR IMPACT

on the Diocesan Appeal for the Capital Improvent Fund &

Restoration of St. James Chapel

Thank you to everyone that has donated to the Diocesan Appeal
for Capital Improvement Grants and the restoration of St.
James Chapel in Marion, IL. The first phase of renovations has
been completed, including the demolition of the old vicarage.

Endorsed by Diocesan Council and Trustees, Bishop Burgess will
be matching all donations made to the Diocesan Appeal from now
until November 1 (up to $40,000) from funds left to his discretion
by previous generations of faithful giving. All donations received
during this time will receive a one-to-one match. It is his hope
that this will motivate a final wave of sacrificial giving that will
push the project to its completion and the total $250,000 goal.

To read more about the progress on the Appeal and how
you can double the impact of your generosity, visit https://
episcopalspringfield.org/give/capital-improvement-fund
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CONTRIBUTE TO THE CURRENT

To make a contribution to The Current, please visit our online giving page on our website, or fill out the
form below. Then mail to the address indicated. All contributions will be acknowledged in a future issue.

MAIL TO: | WANT TO CONTRIBUTE TOWARD
Eiilscaipal Digcess of Bpringfield THE MINISTRY OF THE SPRINGFIELD CURRENT

821 South Second Street Please make your check payable to "Diocese of Springfield"
Springfield, lllinois 62704

NAME
[]sio []ss0
ADDRESS
[]s25 []s100
CITY STATE ZIP

D Other

PARISH:
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