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DONORS

The Diocese of Springfield would like to
thank and acknowledge the following
sponsors who have made possible this

issue of The Current:

Fr. Parker Asplin, Episcopal Church Camp of IL, 2026

Joyce C. Wright
St. John the Divine - Champaign, IL
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FROM THE BISHOP

Continued

his is why it is so important for our children

and grandchildren to enter into sacred liturgy

where our prayer book tradition is forming
theological minds and wills within an incarnate
relationship with God. It is not enough for them
to grow up to be nice and caring. We want them
to know who their Father is. If we can give them
that experience as a direct sacramental encounter,
their actions will align with that relationship.
We have every right and responsibility to expect
that our children live as it is they pray. It is by no
accident that many high schools recognize as their
valedictorian, salutatorian and honor students
those who have been formed spiritually within our
prayer book and Hymnal tradition. Those sources
are more than a way to get through liturgical
worship; it is how the Church, through the ages,
confronted the will of almighty God while entering
the unknown with only their faith as their guide.

Yes, we confront many great challenges today;
as did our ancestors. It remains within

some of our memories and those of our parents or
grandparents, how we confronted world war, the
threat of a polio epidemic, a technology shift that
allowed us to communicate across continents for
the first time, and an economic depression that
required much more of the Church because there
was little to no social safety net. I grew up during
a time when duck and cover exercises were largely
obsolete but there were Civil Defense dosimeters
in every public school. We, too, were at the brink
of political, social or economic collapse. And yet,
absent from our homes, schools or churches was
an anxiousness that exists today. We may not know
what the demands will be upon us in ten years, but
we may be assured that the Church’s mission will
remain the same. Our technology, which does not
recognize sin as it does not possess moral agency,
will not save us. Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
has, is now, and will save us, through His Church.

Continuing on the
point of good church,
let me bring us up to
date on the Diocesan
Capital Improvement
Appeal  that was
launched during our
148th Annual Synod,
which was, at the time,
thought to be a lofty goal. Professional fundraisers
whom I consulted cautioned us not to be too



Fr. Parker Asplin, St. James Chapel in Marion

aggressive in our reach. Their concern was that we
did not possess a comprehensive enough diocesan
mailing/contact list, risking the disappointment
of missing our goal. Yes, we are 33 altars with
thousands of communicants. However, the contact
list that the diocese possesses is that of clergy and
diocesan leaders, not a comprehensive listing of
parishioners or communicants. As a diocese, we
took a huge risk when it came to requesting gifts
to the Appeal in the total amount of $250,000.

Inaddition, the Appeal campaign wasaccomplished
“in house” with the already fully-extended
professional staff. The creativity, the timing and
the professional attitude toward inviting our very
best gifts were not only their doing. These were a
reflection of their dedication to this diocese. That
is why I am so proud of the Diocese of Springfield
for responding to our Appeal within an attitude
of tremendous abundance. At the time of this
writing, we are at 102% of our goal with five weeks
left to the campaign (ending All Saints’ Sunday).
In addition, the City of Marion has awarded our
diocese a $5,032 Tax Increment Financing (TIF)
grant for work that we have already accomplished
under Phase I on the campus of St. James’ Chapel
in Marion. Gifts are still being received while
promised capital improvement grants are being
awarded to parishes and missions who have
communicated immediate need. We are reminded
to expect only the best from the faithful when it
comes to advancing the priorities of the kingdom
of God. Professional fundraisers are good at
matching passion with a cause. However, they
have yet to measure the conviction of the Church.

Giving is personal and it is intended to bring glory to God. In considering the donors, many names
represent those from throughout our diocese and far beyond. Cardinal parishes have taken draws from
their endowments while Episcopal Church bishops, both active and retired, gave generously, which
communicates an appreciation for our work here that surpasses the expected collegiality. Diocese from
across the Episcopal Church gave generously, often with notes of encouragement included. Family
members, friends and work associates also contributed mightily because they have a deep-seated
appreciation for us and the manner in which we go about our mission and ministry here in central and
southern Illinois. Please take a moment to review the donors list while offering a prayer of thanksgiving
for their attitude of holy charity. Specifically, that as the Church, we may never be destitute of such gifts.



FROM THE BISHOP

Weather permitting, as we approach the end of the year we
will enter Phase II of our work at the Chapel of St. James’
in Marion. Shortly after the adjournment of our 149th
Annual Synod, you may expect the invitation from my
office for the second wave of capital improvement grant
applications to be submitted. We are reconstituting the
Temple wall in Jerusalem to the glory of God (Nehemiah
1:1-7:73) not building the tower of Babel (Genesis 11:1-9)
in order to make a name for ourselves among those who
do not keep holy day. Thank you for living as it is you pray.

The Church has spent the last 50 years or so conducting
the ministry of our risen and ascended Lord under
conditions of perceived scarcity. I believe that perception
is largely manipulated to get us to rely on our own
might rather than the might, majesty and dominion of
God. Attention vestries, commissions on ministry and
seminaries: it is now time to raise up the next generation
of Church leaders who can proclaim the Holy Gospel
with an attitude of abundance. And although we go
out each morning gathering just enough for today
(Exodus 16:19-20), it is most certainly an abundance
that we possess right here in the Diocese of Springfield.

Thank you for calling one of our many churches your spiritual home. To the glory of God, you and your
families complete our voice of common prayer. And because they do, may our works find favor in God’s sight.

In the peace of God, which passeth all
understanding;

Bishop Brian K. Burgess

XII Springfield
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The Gathering of the Manna, from the Hours of Catherine of Cleves, c. 1440. Morgan Library & Museum, New York. Public domain.
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THE HOLY ARCHANGELS

THE CELESTIAL INTERCESSION OF THE
HOLY ARCHANGELS

By the Dominicans of the Province of St. Joseph

Originally published by Word onjFire, September 29)/2020

Georgios Kortezas (active 1620-1645), The Archangels Michael, Gabriel and Raphael, first halfiof the 17thicentury, ByZasitine Museum
of Antivouniotissa, Corfu; Greece. Image by Tzim78, Wikimedia Comnons, CC BY-SA 4.0.

ones who do his word, hearkening to the voice of his word” (Ps 103:20, CCC 329). The spirits
surround the throne of God and fill the heavenly courts with their unending song of praise.
Sent forth, they carry out their missions of protecting, guiding, and strengthening his people.

The angels in their glorious celestial array are the servants and messengers of God, the “mighty

Of all the myriads of angels in the service of the Lord, Scripture gives us the names of only three:
Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael. Each of these Archangels has a certain privileged place in ministering
to the Church, and to each we can attribute a characteristic especially needed in our world today.

St. Michael - Peace

At that time shall arise Michael, the great prince who has charge
of your people . . . [and] your people will be delivered. (Dan. 12:1)

There is no need to number this year’s terrors and tragedies.
But our struggle is not with flesh and blood but with the
principalities and powers, with the evil spirits in the heavens.

As God commissioned Michael to cast down the rebel angels, so too he can
be sent to restore order wherever pride and hatred have threatened justice
and truth. Let us beg the Lord to send his champion St. Michael to bring
about peace in our world and to help us fight the good fight of the faith.

8 | Michaelmas



THE HOLY ARCHANGELS

St. Gabriel - Hope

I am Gabriel, who stand in the presence of God; and I was sent
to speak to you, and to bring you this good news. (Luke 1:19)

Although Gabriel appears to the prophet Daniel in the Old
Testament, his greatest mission was to announce to the Virgin
Mary that she was to be the Mother of God. It was he who
had the singular delight to kneel before the chosen vessel of
the savior and to exclaim, “Behold, you will conceive in your
womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus” (Luke
1:31). He is the herald preceding the hope of the nations.

Fear and doubt can only be conquered by an ardent love of
God, the radiance of a steadfast hope. Life’s various trials
may test us, but the grace of God helps us to triumph. By the
intercession of St. Gabriel, may a reliant hope and abundant
faith give us all strength, courage, and joy in the Lord.

The Archangel Michael, Public Domain

St. Raphael - Holiness

Itis good to guard the secret of a king, but gloriously to reveal the
works of God. Do good, and evil will not overtake you. (Tob. 12:7)

In the Book of Tobit, the archangel Raphael neither appears in
glory nor ministers to the noble. He is, rather, the answer to
the prayers of two humble families. Raphael, under the guise
of a relative, accompanies the young Tobias on a journey that
results in many unexpected blessings, not least of which were
his marriage to Sarah and the healing of his father’s blindness.

God does not hesitate to enter the nitty-gritty parts of
our lives in order to make us holy in every moment. May

St' Raphael come to our ald and gulde us on our ]Ourney The Archangel Raphael and Tobias, Workshop eu &i Bicci (mid- o
. . ) . late 1460s). €ourtesy of The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York:
to heaven. We invoke his patronage in a particular way Public domain’

Saints Michael, Gabriel, ¢& Raphael, pray for us.

https://www.wordonfire.org/articles/celestial-intercession/
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APPEAL DONORS

APPEAL DONORS

A special thanks is extended to the following donors for their generous financial contributions to the Capital
Improvement Fund and Restoration of St. James Chapel in Marion, IL

Bishop George Franklin Seymour

($10,000 and above)

Susan J. Buckley

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, Harrisburg
Trinity Episcopal Church, Jacksonville

The Rev. Mark & Jane Klamer

Donald Monty & Ann Gaylord

Christ Church, Springfield

Bishop John Chanler White
($5,000 and $9,999)

St. George's Episcopal Church, Belleville

The Rt. Rev. & Mrs. Brian Burgess

St. Andrew's Episcopal Church, Carbondale
St. Paul's Episcopal Church, Carlinville
Emmanuel Memorial, Champaign

St. Thomas Episcopal Church, Glen Carbon
Judith Johnson in memory of Hubert M. Lattan
City of Marion

St. John the Baptist, Mt. Carmel

The Rev. Dr Gregory and Mrs. Nada Tournoux
The Rev. Canon & Mrs. David Wells

Mrs. Fred Boardman Society
($1,000 - $4,999)

Episcopal Parish of Alton

The Rev. Christopher ¢ K-Lou Ashmore

Kevin & Michelle Babb

Church of the Redeemer, Cairo

Emmanuel Memorial Rector's Discretionary Fund
David R Craske

The Rev. Canon Mark Evans & Mrs. Sandy Moore
Patricia Guyon

Deacon Sylvia & Fr. Bill Howard

William L. Jackson

Terry E. Koehler

The Rev. Canon Robert B. Koehler

Cindy Lynk

Rod and Dee Matthews

The Rev. Beth Maynard and Mr. Mark Dirksen
Martin & Angela Rowe

Gerald Smith

Cathedral Church of St. Paul, Springfield

St. Luke's Episcopal Church, Springfield
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Suzanne and Fred Stericker
Samuel & Carole Utz

Bob & Sue Vaughn

John and Jane Voigts

Helen Williams

Ann & Nelson Wilt

All Saints' Guild
($500 - $999)

The Very Rev. Sheryl Black, Vicar's Discre-
tionary Fund

The Rev. Zachary & Leah Brooks
Zach and Bethany Buscher

John P. Buzard

Claudia & Neil Byrne

The Rev. Mike & Paige Clark

St. John's Episcopal Church, Decatur
Christian and Catherine Hansen

Dr Michael & Debra Harres DAF

The Rev. Christine and Mr. Mike Hopkins
Deacon Tim & Mrs. Debra Leighton
Carol J. Marshall

The Rt. Rev. Daniel H. Martins

All Saints, Morton

Bill & Verla Moyer

Skip & JoAnn Nelson

Mark & Tracie Peecher

Marian Smithson

The Rt. Rev. Kettlen & Mr. Scott Solak
Diocese of Southwest Florida

Patrons of St. James Memorial
($100 - $499)

St. John's Episcopal Church, Albion

Fr. Jerry Anderson

The Very Rev. Dante & Erin Anglin

Joan Barnes

Susan H Beard

Mary and Walter Bohn

Nancy and David Buckley

Ellen Burbage

Fr. Garron Daniels & Mrs. Nathalia Baum
The Rev. Canon & Mrs. Shawn Denney
John Funk & Mary Clayberg

The Rt. Rev. Elizabeth and Mr. Chris Gardner

Terri and Tony Goodin

Mrs. Carol Goodman

Harry & Susan Gore

The Rev. Jon & Sally Griffin

Stephen & Debbie Hackman

Len and Dana Harris

The Rev. Dr. Arnold & Sharon Hoffman
The Rev. Dr. Matthew & Alethea Kemp
Donald & Cathy Kensell

Roy Laws

The Rt. Rev. Edward S. Little IT

Susan Lukasik

The Rev. Dr. Ralph and Jan McMichael
Hope & Fred McNitt

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Meisner

Catherine Nelson

The Very Rev. Mark and Mrs. Kristie
Ohlemeier

Claire and Mark Ribelin

The Rev. John ¢ Barbara Richmond
The Rev. Dr. Fredrick and Linda Robinson
Sheila Sahni

St. Thomas Episcopal Church, Salem
Mr. and Mrs. Rex Schaeffer

The Rev. Cynthia & Dr. Byron Sever
The Rev. and Mrs. Richard A Swan
Deanna Tavender

Jane Weingartner

David & Kay Werner

St. Mark's Episcopal Church, West Frank-
fort

Cynthia Yelverton

Other Gifts

Michael & Darlene Garland
Vicki L. Hall

Jasmine Howe

Catherine A. Wilson

Joyce C. Wright



THANKSGIVING EVE MASS

THE EVE OF THANKSGIVING DAY MASS

Joining with the Central and Southern Illinois Evangelical Lutheral Church of America

Beginning on the Eve of Thanksgiving Day, include a combined choir, with the Offering being
November 25th, 2026, the people of the Central designated to alocal outreach program. These services
and Southern Illinois Evangelical Lutheran Church will provide an excellent opportunity for those of the
of America (ELCA) will join with the Diocese of ELCA and the Diocese of Springfield to join together
Springfield in a service of Holy Eucharist. The in fellowship and worship, to the glory of God.
service location will alternate yearly between the

Cathedral of St. Paul the Apostle and one of the This year's service will be hosted at the Cathedral
three Springfield Lutheran Congregations (Grace Church of St. Paul the Apostle in Springfield, IL and
Lutheran Church, Peace Lutheran Church, and will begin at 6:00 PM. Please mark your calendars
St. John’s Lutheran Church). The order of service and plan to join in this service of joint worship.
will be according to the tradition of the church

in which the Mass is being hosted and will

The Angelus (1857-1859), Jean-Frangois Millet. Public domain.
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CONTRIBUTE TO THE CURRENT

To make a contribution to The Current, please visit our online giving page on our website, or fill out the
form below. Then mail to the address indicated. All contributions will be acknowledged in a future issue.

MAIL TO: | WANT TO CONTRIBUTE TOWARD
I e — THE MINISTRY OF THE SPRINGFIELD CURRENT

821 South Second Street Please make your check payable to "Diocese of Springfield"
Springfield, lllinois 62704

NAME
[]s1o []ss0
ADDRESS
[]s25 []s100
CITY STATE ZIP

D Other

PARISH:
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