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DONORS

The Diocese of Springfield would like to
thank and acknowledge the following
sponsors who have made possible this

issue of The Current:

Judith Ann Puckett /

St. John's - Albion, IL

Donald Monty & Ann Gaylord
St. Andrew's - Carbondale, IL

Jay & Cheryl Peterson
Chicago, IL

Deborah LaFreniere
St. Michael's - O'Fallon, IL

Harriet W. Harris
St. Paul's - Pekin, IL

Fr. George Pence
Elkton, FL

Carol Marshall
St. James, Marion

Jan Dickerson
Trinity, Lincoln

Dcn Sylvia & Fr. Bill Howard From the Bishop

St. John's, Albion

Karen Steigmann Newsletter information
Emmanuel Memorial, Champaign

Norma J. Ewing
Carbondale, IL Donors

The Rev. Tim & Debbie Leighton .
Christ the King, Normal From the Bishop, Cont.

New Camp Coordinator

Invitation to Church Camp

Appeal Donors

Upcoming Events
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nce again, I share how proud I

amofyou:ourclergyandallwho

proclaim the Gospel of Jesus
Christ in this time and this place. This is
no empty sentiment. Within a YouTube
video documenting the final days of
Queen Elizabeth II's life and reign, a
very simple but poignant statement was
made. Having captured in video how
as a young woman this monarch came
to the throne upon the sudden death of
her father King George the VI in 1952;
and having heard of her faith and her
dedication to the commands of Christ
during a reign of 70 years, we were
simply told that her Father would have
been so extremely proud of her. The
producer of this video left it entirely
up to each one of us to decide if they
meant Father or father. Those who
knew Queen Elizabeth II as a devout
and dedicated churchwoman would
have most likely surmised the former.

My pride in this Diocese is grounded
in many earthly experiences of empty
tomb and heavenly priorities. Regardless
of the Sunday observance or the Church
Calendar priority of the day, I find the
faithful of this Diocese lending their
voices tocommon prayer, singing Hymns

of high thanksgiving, building up rather

FROM THE BISHOP

than tearing down, giving
of themselves for the cause
of Christ, and living into the
Baptismal Covenant as Holy
Mother Church has need of
us doing. The tension between
maintenance and mission is
being navigated beautifully
by those who understand our
goal of being a rescue mission;
our sacrificing everything in
interest of saving those who
are not yet in the boat with us.

One indication of the sacrificial
nature of this Diocese is how
you responded to the Diocesan
Appeal that was launched during
our 148th Annual Synod this
past October. Inviting monetary
gifts in interest of achieving a
$250,000 capital improvement
fund goal was a reach that we
are not accustomed to taking
together at a diocesan level.
Beginning before the Synod
altar, we stepped out on exodus
together. Within just five months,
we have already realized 64%

of our goal. You will see from
the most currentlist of donors
how many leading parishes
and leading communicants
of our Diocese have made
significant gifts in interest
of immediately reaching our
goal. There are also those who
give of their time and talent
to ensure we take the right
steps in the right order for
the right reasons. Every gift is
significant. Every gift moves
us closer to our stated goal.

To that end, and to make
good on our promise that
these funds will be used
immediately throughout our
Diocese, Diocesan Council
has authorized that we
accomplish Phase I of our
plan to rehabilitate St. James’
Chapel in Marion. That
phase includes demolition
of the vicarage, removal of
the rotted accessibility ramp
and grading/seeding the
property to accommodate
off-street parking. Beginning



FROM THE BISHOP

on Tuesday, April 14th and finishing

that Friday, after shutting oftf utilities
and pulling all necessary permits, the
demolition of the vicarage was completed
and the rubble hauled away in dumpsters.

There is still time to help us reach our
goal. Gifts in any amount are celebrated
and needed as we encourage others to join
us. Perhaps a $50 gift honoring a faithful
communicant of your parish or a $100 gift
in thanksgiving for a grandchilds Baptism
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is all that is needed to attract the generosity of other
donors. As you survey the list of donors, please
consider how many are not from or even reside
within our Diocese. The more we proclaim the risen
life of Christ from our various altars throughout

Smith, John. The Resurrection of Christ. 1680. Oil on canvas.

the Diocese of Springfield, the more the light of
Christ shining through us attracts those who are
meant to complete us. In Springfield, we resurrect
churches and fill them, to God’s great honor and
glory. We are the community of the resurrection.

Inthe peace of God, which passeth allunderstanding;

Bishop Brian K. Burgess
XII Springfield




NEW CAMP COORDINATOR

NEW CAMP COORDINATOR

For the Episcopal Church Camp of Illinois

he Episcopal Church Camp of Illinois and the Diocese

of Springfield are pleased to announce the hiring of
Jeremiah Ratliff as the new Camp Coordinator for ECCI
2026. Jeremiah has an extensive professional history with all
things youth and camp, serving in the admissions field for two
Christian colleges (Admissions Counselor at Lincoln Christian
University, Admissions Director at Central Christian College
of the Bible) before returning to the Bloomington-Normal area
in 2023 to begin a career in chaplaincy, completing a Clinical
Pastoral Education (CPE) program at Carle BroMenn Medical
Center and serving as the full time chaplain at Luther Oaks
Retirement Community in South Bloomington. “I love my
current job,” mentioned Jeremiah. “Chaplaincy threads the
needle between clinical and congregational ministry and helps
people make meaning and connect to what is sacred.” During
his time at Lincoln Christian University, he also acted as the
Director of Camp Teams. He has served at over 25 different
weeks of church camp and even met his wife, Caitlin, at camp.

When asked what he is most excited about for ECCI 2026, Jeremiah emphatically replied, “All of it!” Even so,
there is still much to be done to prepare for the summer. “There is a lot to do with little time to do it, but you
need to have a can-do attitude with camp. The best camps are done on a shoe string budget.” In particular, a
great way to support our church camp team is to either send a camper or to consider volunteering. ECCI is
a unique way that our Diocese serves our youth and prepares them to join in our Anglican practice of faith
for the rest of their lives. “I am looking forward once again to seeing how God works in the lives of students
through the ministry of camp,” said Jeremiah. Please spend some time in the coming weeks in prayer for
our new Camp Coordinator, for the ECCI team, for their campers, and for the upcoming week of camp.
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INVITATION TO CHURCH CAMP

hen Christ our Lord felt the pressures

around him, He retreated so that He could
bask in the solitude of creation and reconnect with
the Father. Even on the night he was betrayed into
the hands of the religious leaders, he retreated to
the Garden of Gethsemane to grapple with the
pressure of what was to happen next.. What a
blessed model for us to follow.

I argue that this is exactly what the ministry of
camp does for our young people. Students today
have more pressure than ever before: from school,
friends, family, and society alike. This is not to even
mention the overwhelming pressure that comes
from the digital spaces that demand our students
attention. Camp is an opportunity to escape into
nature, reconnect with the Father, and climb to
"Higher Ground" with others who are also "on the
journey".

Episcopal Church Camp of Illinois 2026 will
take place from Sunday, June 21st to Friday, June
26th at Camp Wartburg in Waterloo, Illinois. The
theme of this year is "Higher Ground" and cost
is $275. All students who have completed grades
1-5 ("Alphas") and grades 6-11 ("Omegas") are
welcome! Discounts are available for first-time
campers (50% off), campers who "Bring-A-Buddy"
($25 off), and campers who register during our
Early Bird window ($25 off). Registration is open
and information can be found using the QR code
below or by visiting www.eccillinois.org.

from Jeremiah Ratliff, Camp Coordinator for ECCI

Built across beautiful acreage with fully air
conditioned facilities and activities such as zip

lining, rock wall climbing, canoeing, creek
walking, swimming and more, Camp Wartburg
is a place "Where Heaven and Nature Sing"
Campers who attend ECCI 2026 will not only
have the opportunity to experience unforgettable
summertime activities, but will also have a chance
to free themselves of distractions, connect with
their Creator, and learn about the love of their
Savior.

Not a camper but want to serve the Kingdom by
volunteering for the ministry of camp? Let us
know! You can find a volunteer interest form by
following the QR code or by contacting the Camp
Coordinator at EpiscopalChurchCampofIllinois@

gmail.com.
| | - -

Either way, we pray that
you will consider joining
us for an unforgettable
week at ECCI 2026!
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APPEAL DONORS

APPEAL DONORS

A special thanks is extended to the following donors for their generous financial contributions to the Capital
Improvement Fund and Restoration of St. James Chapel in Marion, IL

Bishop George Franklin Seymour

($10,000 and above)

Susan J. Buckley

Christ Church, Springfield

Donald Monty & Ann Gaylord

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, Harrisburg
Trinity Episcopal Church, Jacksonville

Bishop John Chanler White
($5,000 and $9,999)

The Rt. Rev. & Mrs. Brian Burgess
Emmanuel Memorial, Champaign

The Rev. & Mrs. Mark Klamer

St. John the Baptist, Mt. Carmel

St. Thomas Episcopal Church, Glen Carbon
The Rev. Dr Gregory & Mrs. Nada Tournoux
The Rev. Canon & Mrs. David Wells

Mrs. Fred Boardman Society
($1,000 - $4,999)

The Rev. Christopher & K-Lou Ashmore

Kevin & Michelle Babb

Cathedral Church of St. Paul, Springfield
Church of the Redeemer, Cairo

David R. Craske

The Rev. Canon Mark Evans & Mrs. Sandy Moore
Patricia Guyon

Deacon Sylvia & Fr. Bill Howard

Cindy Lynk

The Rev. Canon Robert B. Koehler

Terry E. Koehler

Judith Johnson in memory of Hubert M. Lattan
The Rev. Beth Maynard & Mr. Mark Dirksen
Martin & Angela Rowe

Gerald Smith

Bob & Sue Vaughn

John & Jane Voigts

Helen Williams

Nelson & Ann Wilt
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All Saints' Guild Other Gifts
($500 - $999) Jasmine Howe

The Rev. John & Barbara
The Very Rev. Sheryl Black Richmond

The Rev. Zachary & Leah Brooks
John P. Buzard

The Rev. Mike & Paige Clark

The Rt. Rev. Daniel H. Martins

Bill & Verla Moyer

Mark & Tracie Peecher

Marian Smithson

The Rt. Rev. Kettlen & Mr. Scott Solak

Joyce C. Wright

Patrons of St. James Memorial
($100 - $499)

Fr. Jerry Anderson

Joan Barnes

Mary & Walter Bohn

Ellen Burbage

Fr. Garron Daniels & Mrs. Nathalia Baum
The Rev. Canon & Mrs. Shawn Denney

The Rt. Rev. Elizabeth & Mr. Chris Gardner
Terri & Tony Goodin

Mrs. Carol Goodman

Harry & Susan Gore

The Rev. Jon & Sally Griffin

Dr Michael & Debra Harres

Len & Dana Harris

The Rev. Dr. Arnold & Sharon Hoffman
The Rev. Dr. Matthew & Alethea Kemp
Donald & Cathy Kensell

Roy Laws

Deacon Tim & Mrs. Debra Leighton

The Rt. Rev. Edward S. Little II

Susan Lukasik

Carol . Marshall

Catherine Nelson

The Very Rev. Mark & Mrs. Kristie Ohlemeier
Claire & Mark Ribelin

The Rev. Dr. Fredrick & Mrs. Linda Robinson
Mr. & Mrs. Rex Schaeffer

St. Mark's, West Frankfort

Jane Weingartner

David & Kay Werner

Cynthia Yelverton



UPCOMING EVENTS

a EPI SCOP AL The next Cursillo weekend is set for October 1-4th
at Toddhall in Columbia, IL. Cursillo is a three-day
weekend retreat designed to deepen relationships

tj C U RS I L LO with Christ, ignite faith renewal, and foster growth in

Christian service, while strengthening faith through

MI N I S T RY fellowship, prayer, daily worship, music and spiritual

reflection. This year’s Cursillo weekend begins Thursday

evening, October 1stand concludeslate Sundayafternoonthe4th, offeringa powerful experience for committed

Christians seeking spiritual exploration. Additional information is available at episcopalspringfield.org/
ministries/cursillo

THE 149TH ANNUAL SYNOD

October 23-24, 2026 in Alton, IL

The 149th Annual Synod of the Diocese of Springfield will be hosted in
Alton, Illinois from October 23rd - 24th. More information can be found
on the Diocesan website (https://episcopalspringfield.org/resources/
synod-2026) as available. Election results, the Bishop's address, and the
Diocesan slideshow can also be found by visiting the Synod 2026 page on
the Diocesan website.
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CONTRIBUTE TO THE CURRENT

To make a contribution to The Current, please visit our online giving page on our website, or fill out the
form below. Then mail to the address indicated. All contributions will be acknowledged in a future issue.

MAIL TO: | WANT TO CONTRIBUTE TOWARD
Efiiscopal Discess of Springhield THE MINISTRY OF THE SPRINGFIELD CURRENT

821 South Second Street Please make your check payable to "Diocese of Springfield"
Springfield, lllinois 62704

NAME
[]s1o []ss0
ADDRESS
[]s25 []s100
CITY STATE ZIP

D Other

PARISH:
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