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THE STAN STATES WITH THE BURKA
By Miguel and Helen Quiroz
We were blessed with the opportunity to visit brothers and sisters from Central Asia.
We noticed the love of God through the making of disciples of every nation and the
support of our Missions Contribution. We hope that these brothers and sisters were
encouraged by our visit and will be allowed to openly express their Christian faith and
not to be segregated, like a person who wears a burka. Some of our Central Asian
experiences that will be shared in this article brought conviction and encouragement in
our relationship with God and we hope they will bring the same to you.
The visit to Khor Vorap monastery on the Armenia-Turkey border, where Muslims and
Christians are divided, brought us close to Mt. Ararat where we were reminded of the
consequences of our wickedness and the mercy of God.

Genesis 6:5-8, 8:4
The Lord saw how
great the wickedness
of the human race had
become on the earth,
and that every
inclination of the
thoughts of the human
heart was only evil all
the time. But Noah
found favor in the
eyes of the Lord…and
on the 17th day of the
seventh month the ark
came to rest on the
mountains of Ararat.
Mt. Ararat in Turkey
near Yerevan, Armenia

1

The Valley Church

October 15, 2018

Vlad’s lesson was about what it means to be a
disciple and asked each of us to share.
Our sharing revealed that each of us had
studied the Bible in different cities: Moscow,
Los Angeles, Washington, DC, Tashkent,
Uzbekistan, and Almaty. For us, being a
disciple of God means making God our
priority and making every effort to be with
God in a turbulent world.
Ruslan leads the Deaf house church in Almaty
with 3 Deaf disciples and Paul an interpreter,
along with their Deaf friends from the
community. He shared that he greatly values
the fellowship he has online with other Deaf
disciples through out the Russian church
congregations. Also, he sent a gift of Kazakh
chocolates to our Valley Church Deaf Ministry
as a way to connect with them.

HOUSE CHURCH MEETING WITH BEYBUT, SASHA WITH HER

DEAF BROTHER, RUSLAN WITH HIS WIFE ALTUNAI
AND THEIR TWO SONS

We shared our faith with our guide, Xenia
and she was very curious about our church
and how Christians connected genuinely
open about their lives. Later she met with
Sasha, one of the sisters we met on Sunday,
to learn more about our church.

HELEN, XENIA OUR GUIDE AND MIGUEL
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TBILISI, THE CAPITOL OF GEORGIA

The Tbilisi church meets in the Smirnov Museum
in the city center. Misha preached on the miracles
of Jesus and how people ask for miracles because
they want to satisfy physical needs, but Jesus calls
us to have faith and commitment in Him. We also
saw Misha provide tokens for the tramway for
some disciples, which would allow them to attend
church services.

MIGUEL, HELEN, MISHA THE TBILISI CHURCH
EVANGELIST AND HIS WIFE, EKA

MIGUEL, HELEN WITH NINO WHO INTERPRETED
FOR US, AND HER HUSBAND LASHA AND THEIR
TWO BOYS, DAVID AND MATTHEW

Through the gathering with the church we realize
what it is God wants us to do as disciples. Our
driver Waho and tour guide Levan were very
hospitable and genuinely wanted us to understand
their culture and historical struggles with Russia.
Misha was willing to follow up with them to
share the gospel.
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WAHO OUR DRIVER, MIGUEL, HELEN AND LEVAN OUR GUIDE

Overall, this trip brought us conviction regarding the judgment of God on our
wickedness, the impact of our Missions Contribution towards making disciples of every nation,
and the call to make every effort to be close to God.
Matthew 28:18-20
18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given
to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I
have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
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