
 
                                                     

                                                   FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, LAKE WALES 
OUR PLAN TO RE-ASSEMBLE (GRADUAL GATHERING) 

on Sunday, May 17, 2020 for 10:30 AM Worship  

Pastoral Leadership Team  
 

5 PRINCIPLES 

1. As the pastors and others considered when to re-open our aim was to be guided by God’s wisdom, not 

human preference, popularity or politics. Regrettably, many political views have been injected into this 

global health crisis and we wanted to steer clear of such motivations or signals. We also realize some 

people are wired by the Lord to be more cautious and others more adventurous and these personality 

traits may influence individual opinions about a church re-opening. Yet we have sought to not be guided 

by our own personality or preference or that of others. Rather, we have sought to be guided in principle by 

wisdom which we believe finds its origins in the Lord (Proverbs 2:6; 1:7) and he promises to provide those 

who ask (James 1:5). As Paul exhorted his readers, we determined we wanted to “live not as unwise, but as 

wise” (Eph. 5:15). Thus, in our decision we sought to simply ask, “What is the wise thing to do?” As we did 

so we considered the data available, the guidance of our government, the spaciousness of our worship 

center, our ability to take many steps at mitigation and other factors as we decided to re-open May 17, 

2020 for our 10:30 AM Worship Celebration only. We observed that the number of cases of Covid-19 have 

remained relatively stable in Lake Wales even though the testing has increased dramatically in the last two 

weeks. If we were in Lakeland or Winter Haven where there are more cases and where they are increasing 

at a significantly higher rate our decision might be to wait longer. Even as we re-assemble, in whatever 

number, we cannot guarantee anyone who attends certain protection from the coronavirus. Thus, those 

who attend do so at their own risk. Such is the case on May 17, but that would be the case no matter if we 

re-opened later in May or June or even beyond then, most likely. However, given all the variables we 

believe we can safely resume services with minimal risk.  

2. A second principle that guided us was the recognition we serve under the trust of the Lord and church 

family. We are directed toward this principle by God through the Apostle Paul as he explains his manner 

and motives in ministry in 1 Thessalonians 2:3-8.  We know you are trusting us to make the right decision 

in regard to re-opening. You trust us with your safety, to a degree. We do not take that trust from you, or 

the Lord, lightly.  

3. Another principle we have sought to follow is respect for our governmental leaders. We are compelled 

biblically toward this principle based on what we read in Matthew 17:24-27; 22:15-21; Romans 13:1-7. We 

are aware that some churches resumed meeting before us and some members believe we should have 

resumed meeting earlier than May 17. However, we have sought to comply with guidelines given by our 

federal, state and local authorities. Our city management specifically asked us to wait until they met     

May 12 and discussed the matter before we re-opened. We believed it was right to wait until they gave us 

the green light to meet again. We did and they have.  

4. A fourth principle we wish to present is for all of us to follow. It is the principle of being guided by 

Christian grace, not judgmentalism as we resume worship services in person at FBC, Lake Wales.            



 
God through Paul admonished us to “let your conversation be always full of grace” (Col. 4:6) and in 2 Peter 

3:18 we see we should all want to “grow in grace”. The opposite of this is the judgmentalism on 

“disputable matters” that Paul warned the church in Rome could be divisive (Romans 14). As we begin to 

gather on our church campus, we all must recognize not every person who is a part of our church family or 

local community will feel safe coming. As we begin the crowds could be smaller. We expect and accept 

this. What is vital in these days is that we do not judge one another’s faith or character based on in-person 

attendance. We must give each person the freedom and grace to make their own personal decision about 

WHEN it is right for them to return to the fellowship. True Christ-followers should not snicker at or speak ill 

of those who do not attend in person, nor toward those who wear masks or avoid physical interaction. 

Such actions or attitudes will be used by the Evil One to undermine the unity of our church and keep 

people from ever returning to FBCLW. The maturity of our walk with Christ will be tested in this time. For 

those who do attend and those who do not, the tendency will be to question why others have not 

decided to act as we have. Our flesh will make us see ourselves as right and others as wrong. We must 

resist this judgmental thinking by showing grace and speaking in grace toward one another. “Let us 

therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual edification” (Romans 14:19).  

5. A final principle is simply all these plans are subject to change. While many Proverbs and biblical examples 

(see Nehemiah) encourage planning, we are also reminded by James 4:13-16 that we should not boastfully 

presume upon the Lord or tomorrow. Thus, we make these plans humbly recognizing factors might compel 

us to again pause meeting on our church campus for a season. We enjoin you to recognize this could 

happen yet pray it does not.  

 

17 POINTS OF GUIDANCE  

1. All four platforms will remain available for any and all who are not ready to attend in person yet. You 

can still watch us on Comcast (channel 6), fbclw.com, Facebook, or YouTube at 10:30 am every Sunday. If 

you feel uneasy about returning or if, given the lack of nursery care, you feel this is the best option for your 

family we totally understand and support that choice. We anticipate a gradual gathering that may last into 

the Fall or until there is a vaccine. Please, do not feel obligated to attend in person! 

2. Given the vast size of our Worship Center and expected lower attendance we have arranged for staggered 

seating that allows for social distancing. Please, follow the seating guidance given you by personnel.  

3. The Worship Center and Fellowship Hall are the only buildings that will be open on Sunday. They will 

have been well-sanitized and disinfected throughout for your usage.  

4. Ushers and greeters will open doors for you so that you do not need to touch handles or doorknobs.  

5. Masks are recommended, especially upon arrival and departure, yet will not be required. If you do not 

have a mask one be provided for you upon request. Please, be respectful of one another’s’ preferences.  

6. Greeting will be exchanged by waves and smiles only. Disinfectant will be available as needed.  

7. Moving from “the parking lot to the pew” (and in reverse) is one of the times when the risk of 

transmission is highest! It is vital that we all not congregate in foyers, the courtyard or parking lots. You 

will be dismissed section by section to minimize interaction during the time of departure.  



 
8. Families with children will have the option of watching the Worship Celebration in the Fellowship Hall  

where there will be spaced out family seating offered around tables. There will be kid-friendly songs and 

activities available with the biblical message by Pastor Scott presented there live on a large-screen.  

9. Tithes and offering may still be given by the means we have used during this pandemic or you may give in 

a collection box as you leave the service. We will not pass an offering plate.  

10. If you are feeling sick in any way, if you work in an environment where you might be expose to Covid-19, if 

you have traveled in the past week to any “hot spots”, please do not attend at this time. 

11. If you need to sneeze or cough please cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or mask and avoid doing 

these into the open air. Also, seek to avoid touching your face.  

12. We will have posted on campus the CDC guidelines for appropriate actions to avoid contamination to 

remind all of these steps.  

13. Our Life Connection Groups (Sunday School), Nursery Care, Children’s Church, DayBreak Café and 

Wednesday activities on campus still continue via Zoom or are suspended through May.  

14. Pastor Matt will continue to communicate to our youth and their families about youth ministry and how 

our students can stay connected.  

15. Pastor Matt and Jen are beginning a mid-week Zoom Group for college-aged young adults. This is in 

addition to the one led by Cesar and Ginger Unzueta on Sundays.  

16. Children’s Ministry Director, Candice McKeon, will continue to resource and encourage families of grade-

school and pre-school children through the FBCLW Kids Facebook page and through the Kids Konnection 

Drive-Thru Lessons (through May).   

 

We realize these circumstances are less than ideal. It will not be like when we repaired the worship center 

after hurricanes, and we could all return to worship together in one place with embraces and handshakes. It is 

not wise for all to return, and even for those who do we must maintain distancing and follow these points of 

guidance to “love our neighbor as ourselves”.  Any one of us could be an asymptomatic carrier. For this 

reason, we will continue with our rotation that safeguards one pastor and various worship and tech team 

members who will not attend the service in-person on given weeks. This will prepare us for a worse-case 

scenario. However, we ask you all to join us in praying for this re-opening to continue on unabated as the will 

of the Lord for our church family. It will be incredibly joyous to be together in the Lord’s house again as we 

worship Jesus & hear from God’s Holy Word.  I think many of us will be quoting this verse as we prepare to 

arrive Sunday, “I was glad when they said unto me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 

 

Let’s pray our way through this as we trust the Lord!   

Pastor Scott                                                


