
 Worldview Conversation - Wk 9 
 Rebellion & Social Justice 

 BIBLICAL WORLDVIEW (Review): 

 Definition of a Biblical Worldview: 

 A set of  beliefs  about life, and the  world  , based  on God’s  unchanging Word  which determines how we  live 

 Why is having a conversation on worldview important? 

 Ideas have consequences 

 2 Timothy 4:3-4 

 The time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine.  Instead, to suit their own desires, they 

 will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear.  They will turn 

 their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. 

 BIG QUESTIONS: 

 ●  Why does a loving God allow pain, suffering, and tragedy? 

 ●  Why does a loving God allow bad things to happen to his children (Christians)? 

 ●  Why does a loving God allow racism, abuse, and slavery? 

 ●  Why… 

 ●  How do we deal with social justice? 

 A FEW THINGS THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT JUSTICE: 

 Proverbs 31:8-9  (NIV) 
 8 Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of all who are destitute. 

 9 Speak up and judge fairly; defend the rights of the poor and needy. 

 Isaiah 1:17  (NIV) 
 17 Learn to do right; seek justice.  Defend the oppressed.   Take up the cause of the fatherless; plead the case 

 of the widow. 



 Jeremiah 22:3  (NIV) 
 3 This is what the Lord says: Do what is just and right. Rescue from the hand of the oppressor the one who has 

 been robbed. Do no wrong or violence to the foreigner, the fatherless or the widow, and do not shed innocent 

 blood in this place 

 Micah 6:8  (NIV) 
 He has shown you, O mortal, what is good.  And what does the Lord require of you?  To act justly and to love 

 mercy and to walk humbly with your God. 

 Matthew 23:23  (NIV) 
 23 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of your spices—mint, dill 

 and cumin. But you have neglected the more important matters of the law—justice, mercy and faithfulness. 

 You should have practiced the latter, without neglecting the former. 

 ●  Q:  What are some of the principles regarding justice  taught (found) in  these verses? 

 PRINCIPLE #1:  BIBLICAL JUSTICE IS DOING WHAT’S RIGHT IN  GOD’S EYES  FOR THE MARGINALIZED & 
 VULNERABLE 

 ●  True Justice cannot be separated from God 
 ●  It is God’s character that defines justice 

 PRINCIPLE #2:  BIBLICAL JUSTICE IS ASSUMES THE INHERENT  EQUALITY & VALUE  OF ALL PEOPLE 

 ●  We are all created in the image of God 
 ●  Everyone is deserving of justice 
 ●  Justice is not dependent on nationality, socioeconomic status, race, gender, etc… 

 PRINCIPLE #3:  BIBLICAL JUSTICE IS  PROACTIVE 

 ●  It requires that we speak up, defend, take up the cause, rescue 
 ●  It requires that we do something about the injustices around us - not simply avoid causing them 



 WORLDVIEW & JUSTICE: 

 For the sake of simplicity we are going to look at the complex issue of justice through the perspective of two 
 worldviews… 

 ●  Secular Worldview  (I understand this is a broad and  diverse group) 
 ●  Biblical Worldview 

 Q:  When it comes to social justice, on what points  do these two groups agree? 

 Basic Points of Agreement: 
 ●  Human lives matter 
 ●  Humans are equal 
 ●  Oppression is wrong 
 ●  The world isn’t the way it should be 

 Q:  What are some basic ways in which these two groups agree, what are some ways in which they disagree? 

 3 Basic points fo Disagreement: 

 1.  Why things are the way they are.  (Point A) 

 2.  How things should ultimately be.  (Point B) 

 3.  The best way to get from “point A” to “point B.” 

 It is our disagreement on these 3 core things that make the issue of justice complex. 

 ●  Both groups agree that there are injustices 
 ●  BUT - both groups have very different reasons for Why things are the way they are 
 ●  AND - both groups have very different answers for How things should ultimately be 
 ●  WHICH MEANS - the two groups will never have compatibility regarding the best way to get from A to B 



 WHY ARE THINGS THE WAY THEY ARE? 

 Q:  How does a Biblical worldview answer the question - “Why are things the way they are?” 

 Biblical Worldview’s answer to why: 

 ●  To put it simply the world is broken because of sin 

 ●  God created humanity and gave the ability to choose between right and wrong 
 ●  Humanity chose disobedience or rebellion 
 ●  As a result of that rebellion sin entered and left the world broken 

 ●  Sin has affected man’s relationship with God 
 ●  Sin has affected man’s relationship with man 
 ●  Sin has affected all of creation 

 Genesis 3:1-7  (NIV) 
 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the   L  ORD   God had made. He said to the woman, 
 “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 

 2   The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit  from the trees in the garden,  3   but God did say, ‘You  must 
 not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’” 

 4   “You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to  the woman.   5   “For God knows that when you eat from  it your 
 eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 

 6   When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was  good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also 
 desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, 
 and he ate it.   7   Then the eyes of both of them were  opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed 
 fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves. 

 8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of 
 the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the Lord God called to the man, 
 “Where are you?” 

 10 He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.” 

 11 And he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded you not 
 to eat from?” 

 12 The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.” 

 13 Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?”The woman said, “The serpent 
 deceived me, and I ate.” 

 14 So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, “Cursed are you above all livestock and 
 all wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. 



 15 And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your 
 head, and you will strike his heel.” 

 16 To the woman he said, “I will make your pains in childbearing very severe; with painful labor you will give 
 birth to children. Your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you.” 

 17 To Adam he said, “Because you listened to your wife and ate fruit from the tree about which I commanded 
 you, ‘You must not eat from it,’ “Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat food 
 from it all the days of your life.  18 It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of the 
 field. 19  By the sweat of your brow you will eat your foot until you return to the ground, since from it you 
 were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return.” 

 20 Adam named his wife Eve, because she would become the mother of all the living. 

 21 The Lord God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed them. 22 And the Lord God said, 
 “The man has now become like one of us, knowing good and evil. He must not be allowed to reach out his 
 hand and take also from the tree of life and eat, and live forever.” 23 So the Lord God banished him from the 
 Garden of Eden to work the ground from which he had been taken. 24 After he drove the man out, he placed 
 on the east side[  e  ] of the Garden of Eden cherubim  and a flaming sword flashing back and forth to guard the 
 way to the tree of life. 

 Romans 8:22 
 22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present 
 time. 

 ●  From a Biblical worldview - Why things are the way they are is because of sin 
 ●  Sin is not just a word we use to describe things we do that are in disobedience and rebellion against 

 God 
 ●  Sin is the fundamental problem with the world 

 Q:  How does a secular worldview answer the question  - “Why are things the way they are?” 

 ●  In the absences of objective authority there could be thousands, even millions of perspectives on why 
 things are the way they are. 

 ●  However in our current context there is one philosophy that drives pretty much all secular social justice 
 efforts and it’s called Critical Theory 

 ●  Critical Theory was born out of Marxism. 
 ●  Marxism is rooted in economic oppression and basically said that the only way for the oppressed to be 

 liberated from their oppressors was to engage in violent revolution. 

 ●  Over the years the analysis posited by Karl Marx regarding economic oppression due to social 
 structures has been expanded to encompass many more arenas to arrive at what we now call Critical 
 Theory. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis+3&version=NIV#fen-NIV-80e


 ●  Some of those arenas would be… 
 ○  Race 
 ○  Gender 
 ○  Sexuality 
 ○  Physical ability 

 Why are things the way they are?  From a secular worldview that is rooted in critical theory the answer would 
 be…  Injustice (oppression) exists because societal  structures have and continue to enable oppressors 

 ●  If this is true then there are some questions that have to be asked… 
 ○  What defines oppression and therefore identifies a group as oppressed? 

 ■  The answers to this question are vastly different between Secular and Biblical 
 worldviews 

 ○  Once identified - what are the societal structures that oppress them? 
 ○  What is the manner of the injustice (oppression) through these societal structures. 

 ○  Examples: 
 ○  Queer Theory  - focuses on liberation from the injustice  (oppression) of gender and sexual 

 norms 
 ○  Critical Race Theory  - focuses on the liberation from  the oppression of systemic racism that 

 perpetuates racial inequalities in society 
 ○  Femiinist Theory  - focuses on the liberation from  the oppression of societal norms in which 

 men hold primary power and privileges. 

 ●  From a Biblical worldview, justice and oppression are defined in reference to God’s character 

 ●  From a Secular worldview, justice and oppression cannot be defined in reference to an objective moral 
 standard - because there is none - so it is defined in reference primarily to the feelings and desires of 
 individuals relative to the norms and expectations of society. 

 ○  Example:  For someone who doesn’t want to be identified as male or female, they may feel 
 oppressed by the perceived constraint society places on them by continuing to speak in those 
 terms. 

 ●  Quote:  From a secular worldview - “Anything that  systematically challenges the validity of one’s 
 feelings and imposes external constraints on their happiness journey will be considered unjust 
 and potentially oppressive.”  Natasha Crain 

 Q:  Going back to one of our original questions…  In what ways do Secular and Biblical worldviews differ in 
 regard to why things are the way they are? 

 One major way we have hinted at but not stated directly is in regard to what constitutes oppression? 

 ●  From a Biblical worldview the Bible speaks primarily in terms of orphans, widows, the poor, the 
 vulnerable, and the physically enslaved. 



 ●  A secular worldview shares concern for these groups but expands their view of injustice to include 
 causes 

 ○  Some of theses social causes the Bible would not necessarily consider legitimate examples of 
 oppression 

 ○  Example:  Queer Theory would say that the very existence of gender catagaories is oppressive. 
 In other words simply speaking in terms of male and female or hetersexual or homosexual is 
 considered to be a way societies umjustly oppress people. 

 ○  The Bible however would not consider that alone to be oppression, but simply the truth in 
 regard to the design of the Creator who created mankind equal yet distinct in biology. 

 Another significant way in which Biblical & Secular worldviews differ regarding injustice - why things are the 
 way they are - is in regard to responsibility. 

 ●  From a Biblical worldview, responsibility for the injustice (oppression) lies with an individual. 
 ●  This is not to say that injustice is not caused by groups - but rather that those groups are made up of 

 individuals who are making choices that are resulting in injustice or oppression. 

 ●  From a Secular worldview, responsibility for injustice or oppression lies with identity groups 
 ●  Because I am a white, middle class, educated, heterosexual, and a pastor tell critical theorists what kind 

 of oppressor I am and what kind of oppression I face - regardless of what I believe or how I behave. 

 HOW SHOULD THINGS ULTIMATELY BE? 

 Revelation 21:1-5 
 Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there 
 was no longer any sea.  2  I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
 prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.  3  And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 
 “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, 
 and God himself will be with them and be their God.  4  ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be 
 no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” 

 5  He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for 
 these words are trustworthy and true.” 

 ●  From a Biblical worldview, the answer to how things should ultimately be is seen in this passage 
 ○  Fully redeemed by God 
 ○  A New heaven 
 ○  A New earth 
 ○  God with us His children 
 ○  None of the evils that sin has produced in our current world 

 ●  From a Biblical worldview we also understand that complete freedom from injustice and oppression - 
 which are results of sin - will not happen until Jesus comes again 



 ●  This reality does not free us from responsibility to do all we can to battle injustice and oppression until 
 that day, but it does remind us that because of sin an earthly utopia is not going to happen on this side 
 of heaven 

 ●  From a Secular worldview the answer to how things should be is a little less concrete. 
 ●  At its base level the goal of secular social justice is to produce equity for all groups of people, resulting 

 in all oppressed peoples being liberated from their oppression. 
 ●  In other words - social justice is redistributive justice that seeks complete group equality of outcome, 

 status, power, wealth, etc… 
 ●  What this means is that if inequity or disparity exist then there is injustice 

 ●  Voddie Baucham states the issue with this view of justice is that inequity is not unjust 
 ○  Ex:  We don’t all have the same intelligence, abilities, strengths, physical size or abilities, etc.. 

 God designed us this way. 

 1 Corinthians 12:12-27 
 12 Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For 
 we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—and we 
 were all given the one Spirit to drink. 14 Even so the body is not made up of one part but of many. 

 15 Now if the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that 
 reason stop being part of the body. 16 And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to 
 the body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where 
 would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? 18 But in 
 fact God has placed the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. 19 If they were all 
 one part, where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are many parts, but one body. 

 21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the head cannot say to the feet, “I don’t need 
 you!” 22 On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and the parts 
 that we think are less honorable we treat with special honor. And the parts that are unpresentable are treated 
 with special modesty, 24 while our presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has put the body 
 together, giving greater honor to the parts that lacked it, 25 so that there should be no division in the body, but 
 that its parts should have equal concern for each other. 26 If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one 
 part is honored, every part rejoices with it. 

 27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 

 ●  God designed each of us unique on purpose for a purpose 
 ●  But Secular social justice says if we are not all hands, or not all feet then that is unjust 

 HOW DO WE GET FROM POINT A TO POINT B? 

 From a Secular Worldview (critical theory perspective) 
 ●  Dictate who has the authority to speak 
 ●  Critical theory says that members of oppressed groups have unique access to truth because of their 

 lived experience of oppression 



 ●  Our ability to know what is true is conditioned by our social status - those in dominant groups cannot 
 fully know what is true because they are blinded by their privilege and thus do not have authority to 
 speak on the topic 

 ●  In other words, secular social justice says oppressed groups must be given the authority to speak on a 
 related topic and those on the outside that group must remain silent or mostly silent. 

 ●  Control Language 
 ●  If you want to cause a cultural shift in morality you have to redefine language 
 ●  Some key words in our context that are rapidly being redefined would be - Equality, Diversity, Tolerance, 

 and in some ways Love 

 ●  Reframe how people think 
 ●  In order to change the ideology of culture it requires people to care about the cause 
 ●  This is a major reason we are seeing the critical theory perspectives everywhere - to a point they are 

 almost inescapable 

 ●  Vilify those who don’t align with critical theory views 
 ●  This is in part why our culture is currently so polarized 
 ●  The idea is basically this…  If you are fighting against oppressors on behalf of the oppressed, those who 

 disagree with you are not just intellectually wrong they’re morally evil  (Natasha Crain) 
 ●  In our current context - Christians are considered one of the groups that are villians - morally evil - by 

 secular social justice. 

 From a Biblical Worldview 
 ●  There is far more than we have time to discuss regarding this question so we will give some summary 

 statements… 
 ○  How we get from Point A to Point B should follow the instruction and example of Jesus, who as 

 the apostle John said “came full of Grace & Truth” 
 ○  Justice is defined by the standard of God’s character 
 ○  Justice is deserve by all human because of our inherent value and inherent equality 
 ○  As God’s children we should be proactive, self-sacrificial, and generous toward the vulnerable, 

 marginalized, poor, and oppressed 

 WHY DOES ANY OF THIS MATTER? 

 In my opinion the root of why understanding the differences in Secular & Biblical perspectives on social justice 
 matters is because Satan’s game plan is to deceive and he is very, very good at what he does.  He is exceptional 
 at twisting, and confusing the truth  by making things which are not true or good sound, look, and seem true 
 and good. 

 As we said at the beginning, we all agree that the world is not the way that it should be.  However the reasons 
 why, what they should be like, the pathway between the two are very different. 

 Why this matters for you and me as Christians is that we must be vigilant to not allow good things that 
 resonate from critical theory to cause us to deafen our ears to the things which do not align with Scripture. 



 We must think critically and Christianly on the topic of justice because… 

 ●  Words matter 
 ●  We have to not just listen to the words used - many are very good 
 ●  We must also listen to the sometimes, and maybe more accurately often, loaded meaning behind them 

 ●  Critical Theory is not just an analytical tool 
 ●  This view is problematic for a few reasons 

 ○  Almost anything can be used as analytical tool - but that doesn’t mean the tool used leads to 
 accurate analysis 

 ○  In the case of Critical Theory we have to remember that the analysis is beginning from a 
 different starting point than a Biblical worldview regarding how Justice & Oppression are 
 defined 

 ○  Just because there are some points of agreement between Critical Theory and Biblical 
 perspective doesn’t mean that Christians need to lock arms with Critical Theory in their Biblical 
 view of justice. 

 ●  Conversations regarding social justice are so prevalent that it can lead to skepticism 
 ●  We must guard against the assumption that all conversations on justice are from Critical Theory 

 perspective 
 ●  We must remember that justice - has been given a great deal of real estate in Scripture, which means it 

 is important to God, and thus should be important to us as Christians 
 ●  Rather turn our ears off - we should listen 

 ○  Listen to what injustice is being spoken about 
 ○  Listen to why it is being defined as injustice 
 ○  Critically & Christianly listen and critique the unbiblical notions - ideologies 
 ○  Lastly - rather than ignore it all - continually as ourselves… “What am I doing for Biblical 

 justice?” 

 These notes were developed from… 

 Personal study of scripture   ||   “Faultlines” by Voddie Baucham  ||  “Faithfully Different” by Natasha Crain 


