
 Worldview Conversation - Wk 7 
 Rebellion & Big Questions 

 BIBLICAL WORLDVIEW (Review): 

 Definition of a Biblical Worldview: 

 A set of  beliefs  about life, and the  world  , based  on God’s  unchanging Word  which determines how we  live 

 Why is having a conversation on worldview important? 

 Ideas have consequences 

 2 Timothy 4:3-4 

 The time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine.  Instead, to suit their own desires, they 

 will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear.  They will turn 

 their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. 

 BIG QUESTIONS: 

 ●  Why does a loving God allow pain, suffering, and tragedy? 

 ●  Why does a loving God allow bad things to happen to his children (Christians)? 

 ●  Why does a loving God allow racism, abuse, and slavery? 

 ●  Why… 

 Before we discuss some responses to these big questions, there are three important things we need to say 

 about the 3 letter word “Why.” 

 ●  Q:  Is it a sin to ask Why? 

 ●  Q:  Is there a circumstance where asking “why” could be a sin? 

 ●  It is not a sin to ask Why 

 ○  99.9% of the time to ask Why is not a sin!  There is the 0.1% of the time that I think it is and that 
 is when we ask Why with the intention of then telling God how He is wrong. 

 ○  The desire to understand “Why” is placed in us by our creator. 
 ○  Without it – we would not seek to understand the profound mystery of God 
 ○  To choose to believe in God is not something that we should do blindly without substantiation 
 ○  God does not ask you to believe in something there is no evidence for 



 ●  We may not fully understand the answer to some of our Why questions on this side of Heaven. 
 o  This can feel very dissatisfying, but when we keep in scope that we are trying to understand the 

 mystery of a Creator God who has always been, and will always be – we should be glad we can’t 
 figure it all out because then in my humble opinion He would not be a God worthy of worship. 

 ●  Understanding Why doesn’t always make you “feel better.” 

 WHY DOES A LOVING & POWERFUL GOD ALLOW BAD THINGS TO HAPPEN? 

 First let’s define what we mean by “Bad Things”  -  Here are a few examples… 

 ●  Illness, abuse, broken relationships, betrayal, sorrow, injuries, disappointment, heartache, 
 ●  Crime, death, murder, racism, war, slavery 

 The question - “Why does a loving & powerful God allow bad things to happen?” is not a new question.  It has 

 been asked for thousands of years. 

 ●  Q:  What are some examples in scripture where people asked God why He allows “bad things” to 

 happen? 

 ○  In the OT - Job asked it 

 ○  The writers of Psalms asked it numerous times 

 ●  Q:  What are some world events over the past 100 years that have caused people to ask “why does God 

 allow bad things to happen?” 

 ○  In 20th Century it was asked as the world endured 

 ■  Two World Wars 

 ■  The Holocaust 

 ■  Genocides in Russia & China 

 ■  Famines in Africa 

 ■  The emergence of AIDS 

 ○  In the 21st Century we are still asking it because of things like… 

 ■  9/11 

 ■  The Syrian slaughters 

 ■  Mass Shootings 

 ■  Russian invasion of Ukraine 

 ■  And of course a global pandemic 



 1 Corinthians 13:12 

 12  Now we see things imperfectly, like puzzling reflections in a mirror, but then we will see everything with 

 perfect clarity.  All that I know now is partial and incomplete, but then I will know everything completely, just 

 as God now knows me completely. 

 ●  Someday we'll see with clarity, but for now things are foggy.  We can't understand everything from our 
 perspective. 

 ●  Even though we can't understand everything about it, I believe we   can   understand   some   things. 

 ●  Q:  Why didn't God merely create a world where tragedy and suffering didn't exist? 
 ○  A:  He did! 

 GOD IS NOT THE CREATOR OF EVIL AND SUFFERING 

 Genesis 1:31 
 31 Then God looked over all he had made, and he saw that it was very good! 

 James 1:13 
 God cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone 

 1 John 1:5 
 God is light, and in Him there is no darkness at all 

 1 Corinthians 14:33 
 God is not the author of confusion  - and if that is  true, He cannot in any way be the author of evil. 

 ●  Q:  If God didn’t create evil, where did evil come from? 

 ○  Evil originates not from God but from the fallen creature. 

 ○  When God decided to create human beings, he wanted us to experience love. But to give us the 
 ability to love, God had to give us free will to decide whether to love or not to love. Why? 
 Because love always involves a choice. 

 ○  But unfortunately, we humans have abused our free will by rebelling against  (rejecting)  God and 
 walking away from him. And that has resulted in the introduction of evil  (sin)  into the world. 

 ○  Listen to this quote from John MacArthur from “Grace to You” 
 It is helpful, I think, to understand that sin is not itself a thing created. Sin is neither 

 substance, being, spirit, nor matter. So it is technically not proper to think of sin as something 
 that was created. Sin is simply a lack of moral perfection in a fallen creature. Fallen creatures 
 themselves bear full responsibility for their sin. And all evil in the universe emanates from the 
 sins of fallen creatures. 



 THOUGH SUFFERING ISN’T GOOD, GOD CAN USE IT TO ACCOMPLISH GOOD. 

 Romans 8:28 
 28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called 
 according to his purpose. 

 ●  Paul doesn’t say… 
 ○  God causes evil and suffering 
 ○  We all will see good immediately 
 ○  We will even see in our lifetime how God has caused good 

 ●  Paul does say God can cause good to come out of suffering 

 ●  Q:  What are some examples of this in scripture? 
 ○  Joseph  (Genesis) 
 ○  Esther 
 ○  Job 
 ○  Paul & many of the Apostles and disciples 

 ●  Q:  What are some examples of “good” you have seen  come out of “bad” / “evil”? 

 WHY DOES A LOVING & POWERFUL GOD ALLOW BAD THINGS TO HAPPEN TO HIS CHILDREN? 

 As we stated earlier… This side of Heaven we can only see and understand in part.  There will be a day when 

 we are present with our Creator.  On that day we will know in full.  Until then we have to acknowledge that our 

 comprehension of some of the answers to “Why?” - can feel insufficient. 

 REASON #1 - IT IS A RESULT (consequence)  OF SIN CHOICES 

 While sin has been rendered powerless in the life of believers  (Romans 6:1-14) -  believers (Christians) still have 
 the capacity to sin.  If we did not, then John would have had no reason to write… 

 1John 1:8-10 
 8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is 
 faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we claim we have not 
 sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word is not in us. 

 ●  John leaves us with no doubt in his letter written to Christians that we as Christians are foolish if we 
 believe that we no longer have the capacity to sin. 



 ●  The reason this is significant in answering our question is because one of the reasons that God allows 
 His children to experience “bad things” is as a consequence for their sin choice(s). 

 ●  In other words sometimes the ‘bad things” you and I experience is simply a consequence of our sin 
 choice 

 ●  It pains me to say it but I believe this reason is the most prevalent reason why God’s children 
 experience “bad things” 

 ●  This is the easiest reason for most of us to accept and understand because it just makes sense - Wrong 
 action produces negative consequences  (usually)  . 

 Small Group Discussion: 

 ●  Read Philippians 1:12-26 

 ●  Q:  What are some “reasons” or “good things” God was doing because of Paul’s imprisonment (Bad 

 Thing) 

 REASON #2:  WE EXPERIENCE “BAD THINGS” FOR THE BENEFIT OF OTHERS 

 Philippians 1:12-18 
 12   Now I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that what has happened to me has actually served to advance 
 the gospel.   13   As a result, it has become clear throughout  the whole palace guard and to everyone else that I 
 am in chains for Christ.   14   And because of my chains, most of the brothers and sisters have become confident in 
 the Lord and dare all the more to proclaim the gospel without fear. 

 15   It is true that some preach Christ out of envy  and rivalry, but others out of goodwill.   16   The latter  do so out of 
 love, knowing that I am put here for the defense of the gospel.   17   The former preach Christ out of selfish 
 ambition, not sincerely, supposing that they can stir up trouble for me while I am in chains.  18   But what  does it 
 matter? The important thing is that in every way, whether from false motives or true, Christ is preached. And 
 because of this I rejoice. 

 ●  Paul finds himself in prison for a reason that all but his imprisoners would deem as unjustifiable. 
 ○  He had broken no law 
 ○  He had done no wrong 
 ○  All he had done was speak much of Jesus and live passionately for Him 

 Paul’s situation and his words to the church in Philippi give us some great insights into the reason God 
 allows his children to experience pain and difficulty (Bad Things). 

 ●  From a purely human standpoint – this reason sounds unfair 
 ●  Humanistic unfairness does not however negate the truth of this reason. 

 ●  We see from Paul’s life that… 
 ○  The palace guard 



 ○  The believers that knew him or of him 
 ○  Everyone who heard or read the news article on Paul’s situation 
 ○  And even Paul’s enemies 

 ●  Were impacted in a beneficial way by Paul’s pain and difficulty  (bad things) 

 ●  God allowed Paul’s situation because it was the best way for the… 
 ○  palace guard to understand the Gospel of Jesus 
 ○  believers to be pushed out of the their contentment and comfort zones into new boldness 
 ○  average citizen hearing the story to understand that the Gospel of Jesus was not a human 

 invention but truth –  no man is willing to suffer  for a cause he knows to be a lie 

 ●  Possibly the most extraordinary impact that was made through Paul’s pain was that God used the 
 misguided even evil intentions of Paul’s enemies to accomplish good for the Gospel. 

 ●  Personal example:  people my mom encountered and impacted through her battle with cancer. 

 REASON #3:  WE EXPERIENCE “BAD THINGS” FOR OUR BENEFIT 

 Philippians 1: 19-26 
 19 for I know that through your prayers and God’s provision of the Spirit of Jesus Christ what has happened to 
 me will turn out for my deliverance. 20 I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will 
 have sufficient courage so that now as always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. 21 
 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 22 If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful labor 
 for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know! 23 I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and be with 
 Christ, which is better by far; 24 but it is more necessary for you that I remain in the body. 25 Convinced of 
 this, I know that I will remain, and I will continue with all of you for your progress and joy in the faith, 26 so 
 that through my being with you again your boasting in Christ Jesus will abound on account of me. 

 ●  Paul viewed his pain and suffering not as a detriment to his life but as a benefit. 
 ●  I can promise you that if he had the option to choose another path he would have 
 ●  But – we see vividly in these few sentences that he understood that at times God allows pain for our 

 benefit. 

 ●  Q:  How can pain, suffering, difficulty, tragedy (bad things) be beneficial? 

 ●  Q:  Are there things that we can only learn by enduring “bad things?” 

 ●  Q:  Who are some people (either in scripture or otherwise) that you would say God used in significant 
 or even miraculous ways? 

 ○  Q:  Did God allow them to endure “bad things?” 
 ○  Q:  Do you think they would have been prepared to do what God desired to do through them if 

 God had not allowed them to endure those “bad things?” 



 From a human standpoint the words pain (bad things) and benefit sound like poor bedfellows but let’s think 
 about it for a moment… 

 ●  From things as simple as physiology we know that pain, resistance, difficulty, and struggle are a part of 
 growth 

 ●  As you grow from childhood to adulthood there are physical “growth pains” that are experienced 
 ●  If you desire to grow muscle there is pain and struggle experienced 
 ●  If you desire to reach new levels of physical ability there is pain and struggle experienced. 

 As unfortunate as it sounds there are certain things that we cannot learn, understand, or grow in without 
 the presence of pain, loss or difficulty 

 There is an intentional story filled with marvelous purpose that God has scripted for each of us. 
 ●  Sometimes pain, loss or difficulty are the only ways in which parts of our story can be written. 
 ●  We can’t learn some things any other way. 
 ●  Example:  I may not be in the position to help a person walking through the situation of their parents 

 divorce without having experienced the sting of that situation in my own life. 
 ●  Example:  My friend Bob would not have been able to help me navigate aspects of the sickness and loss 

 of my mother this year without having experienced similar pain in the loss of his own parents 

 I will freely admit there is pain experienced from evils so horrific we can say from a human standpoint 
 cannot possibly justify any potential benefit. 

 ●  EX:  sexual abuse, rape, murder, etc… 
 ●  I agree with you that these present a reality that is hard to wrestle to the ground. 

 I cannot in good conscious stand here tonight and say that personal benefit feels like an acceptable answer to 
 the horrific pain of rape or sexual abuse. 

 But at the same time I cannot in good conscience deny the truth of… 

 Romans 8:28 
 28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called 
 according to his purpose. 

 ●  Only as a person who has experience personally the devastating pain and loss of the horrific evil of 
 sexual abuse – do I feel I have the ability to tell you there is a divine purpose for it in my story for God’s 
 glory. 

 ●  I have not yet arrived at a full understanding of the benefit but I do know as Paul said it has been 
 experienced for my ultimate deliverance. 

 ●  You remember how I said one of our ground rules was that understanding why may not make us feel 
 better 

 ●  Here is a perfect place for us to apply that rule 

 ●  In this arena understanding does not make us feel better but it does provide us with hope 
 ●  Hope to take the next step and then the next and then the next. 



 REASON #4:  GOD ALLOWS US TO EXPERIENCE “BAD THING” TO COURSE CORRECT OUR LIVES  OR TO 

 PROTECT US FROM HIGHER LEVELS OF “BAD THINGS” 

 REASON #5:  GOD ALLOWS US TO EXPERIENCE “BAD THINGS” TO GAIN A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF HIS 
 MARVELOUS AND MYSTERIOUS LOVE 

 ●  It sounds upside down and backwards but let’s look at another Big Question to help us understand 

 ●  If God is a God of love -  Why did he create man with freewill knowing what man would choose and 
 knowing that many more would reject his offer of Grace than would accept it? 

 o  The answer:  So that we could experience the pinnacle of His love which is found in the Grace of 
 Jesus, and it was for this reason that Jesus was always the plan 

 If the Grace of Jesus is the pinnacle of God’s love then it stands to reason that in a fallen world – pain and 
 suffering serve as conduits for understanding God’s Grace more deeply. 

 ●  Difficulty, pain & suffering create need within us that cannot be answered by our own capacity 
 ○  The need necessitates a dependency on external help 
 ○  The need also necessitates a quest for understanding 

 ●  Both of which ultimately drive us to discover a deeper understanding of God 

 ●  Through difficulty, pain & suffering we grow in our understanding of God’s… 
 ○  Providential plan 
 ○  Providential timing 
 ○  Fortified refuge 
 ○  Peace that surpasses human understanding 
 ○  And the list could go on 

 ●  Through difficulty, pain and suffering we also grow in our understanding of who we are as He fulfills his 
 promise in our pain that He will not give us more than we can handle. 

 ○  If you have experienced deep pain, loss or suffering I guarantee you have made the statement “I 
 passed what I thought I could handle a long time ago,” and what you discovered is that Christ in 
 you is more powerful than you believed before. 

 ○  You discovered the same thing as Job… 
 ○  Job 42:2  “I know that you can do all things; no  purpose of yours can be thwarted.” 

 ○  Or Paul… 
 ○  Philippians 4:12-13 

 12 I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret 
 of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty 
 or in want. 13 I can do all this through him who gives me strength. 


