
 Worldview Conversation - Wk 6 
 Marriage & Sexuality 

 BIBLICAL WORLDVIEW (Review): 

 Definition of a Biblical Worldview: 

 A set of  beliefs  about life, and the  world  , based  on God’s  unchanging Word  which determines how we  live 

 Why is having a conversation on worldview important? 

 Ideas have consequences 

 2 Timothy 4:3-4 

 The time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine.  Instead, to suit their own desires, they 

 will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear.  They will turn 

 their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. 

 Genesis 1:1 

 In the beginning God created… 

 ●  Q:  If a person believes these five words…  What implications  do they have on the way in which that 

 person sees the world  (their worldview)  ? 

 ●  Answers: 

 ○  There is inherent value in the created 

 ○  There is purpose for life 

 ○  There is Authority that is objective  (authority beyond  themselves) 

 ○  There is a design for life created by a designer 

 MARRIAGE: 

 ●  Marriage involves  Partners  of Equal Value 

 ●  Marriage is meant to be  permanent 

 ●  Marriage is a  sexually  complementary institution 

 ●  Marriage is about  procreation 

 ●  Marriage is about  companionship 

 ●  Marriage is meant to be  monogamous 

 ●  Marriage is  GOOD 



 3 Key Purposes: 

 ●  God designed marriage to portray His  love  for the  church 

 ○  In the OT marriage is a metaphor describing God’s relationship to Israel 

 ○  He created a loving covenant with them that was depicted through marriage 

 ○  Key example:  Jeremiah 3:6-8 

 6 During the reign of King Josiah, the Lord said to me, “Have you seen what fickle Israel has 

 done? Like a wife who commits adultery, Israel has worshiped other gods on every hill and 

 under every green tree. 7 I thought, ‘After she has done all this, she will return to me.’ But she 

 did not return, and her faithless sister Judah saw this. 8 She saw[  a  ] that I divorced faithless 

 Israel because of her adultery. But that treacherous sister Judah had no fear, and now she, too, 

 has left me and given herself to prostitution. 

 ○  In the NT marriage depicts Christ and His love for the Church 

 ○  The union of man and woman depicts the greater union of Christ and His followers 

 ○  Key Example:  Ephesians 5:21-32 

 21 And further, submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. 

 22 For wives, this means submit to your husbands as to the Lord. 23 For a husband is the head 

 of his wife as Christ is the head of the church. He is the Savior of his body, the church. 24 As the 

 church submits to Christ, so you wives should submit to your husbands in everything. 

 25 For husbands, this means love your wives, just as Christ loved the church. He gave up his life 

 for her 26 to make her holy and clean, washed by the cleansing of God’s word. 27 He did this to 

 present her to himself as a glorious church without a spot or wrinkle or any other blemish. 

 Instead, she will be holy and without fault. 28 In the same way, husbands ought to love their 

 wives as they love their own bodies. For a man who loves his wife actually shows love for 

 himself. 29 No one hates his own body but feeds and cares for it, just as Christ cares for the 

 church. 30 And we are members of his body. 

 31 As the Scriptures say, “A man leaves his father and mother and is joined to his wife, and the 

 two are united into one.”  32 This is a great mystery, but it is an illustration of the way Christ and 

 the church are one. 

 ●  God designed marriage to portray His  relational  character 

 ○  As Christians we believe in ONE God that exists in three equal yet distinct persons 

 ○  God in His very nature is a relational being 

 ○  Connection to Marriage: 

 ■  In marriage two distinct persons become one family unit 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+3&version=NLT#fen-NLT-18987a


 ■  Two distinct persons through the covenant of marriage come together in relational unity 

 (Gen 2:24) 

 ■  The relational nature of marriage reflects the relational Character of God 

 ○  Q:  Can this same purpose be fulfilled in the loving  marriage (or relationship) of same sex 

 couples? 

 ●  God designed marriage for the  flourishing  of children  and the benefit of society 

 ○  It may be politically incorrect to say, but kids do best when they live at home with Mom AND 

 Dad 

 ○  There is substantial evidence that kids who live in a home with Mom AND Dad are less likely 

 to… 

 ■  Drop out of school 

 ■  Abuse drugs or alcohol 

 ■  Attempt suicide 

 ■  Become impoverished 

 ○  There is also substantial evidence of the alternative…  kids are at increased risk for… 

 ■  Health problems 

 ■  Academic struggles 

 ■  Emotional & behavioral problems 

 ○  Without question there are plenty of examples that defy the above, but overall the evidence is 

 clear that kids do best in a home with a mom and dad who love each other. 

 ●  SIDE NOTE:  A glimpse of the world if we lived by  the Ethic of Jesus regarding sexuality & marriage. 

 “ Imagine a world in which everyone followed God’s design for sex and marriage:  There would be no sexually 

 transmitted diseases.  No abortions.  No brokenness from divorce.  Every child would have a mother and a father 

 and experience the love and acceptance each parent uniquely offers.  There would be no rape, no sex abuse, no 

 sex trafficking, no pornography, and no need for a #MeToo campaign.  Think of the healing and wholeness if 

 people simply lived Jesus’ life-giving words regarding human sexuality”  Sean McDowell 

 ●  Q:  Can God’s purpose & design for marriage be accomplished  through same-sex marriage? 



 SAME SEX ATTRACTION: 

 ●  Q:  Is same-sex attraction merely a choice? 
 ○  T:  I think to fairly answer that question we have to ask… “Is heterosexual attraction a choice?” 

 ■  I’m not sure most of would answer - yes I choose to be attracted to the opposite sex 
 ■  Most of us would simply say, I was born attracted to the opposite sex 
 ■  If this it true of heterosexual attraction then it stands to reason it can also be true of 

 same-sex attraction. 

 ○  T:  We are all born with predispositions / attractions toward certain things 
 ■  Predisposition / attraction for over indulgence 
 ■  Predisposition / attraction for competition or gambling 
 ■  Predisposition / attraction for…. 
 ■  Some people are born with a predisposition / attraction to the same-sex 

 ●  A:  For some, same-sex attraction could be a choice - especially in a time in history where that choice 
 could give them notoriety or attention - but for many who are affected by it, it is not a simply a choice 
 but a part of who they are. 

 ●  Q:  Is same-sex attraction a sin? 
 ○  A:  No - to have same sex attration is not a sin,  in the same way that to have an attraction to 

 pornography is not a sin 
 ○  Temptation itself is not sin. 
 ○  Temptation becomes sin when we act on the temptation in a way that is in disobedience to God 

 ●  Q:  Can a person experience same-sex attraction and  be a Christian? 
 ○  A:  Yes - many Christians do 
 ○  Same-sex attraction doesn’t just magically disappear when someone chooses to follow Jesus 
 ○  As Christians, we can experience all sorts of attractions that are not in line with how God desires 

 for us to live. 

 SAME SEX RELATIONSHIPS: 

 ●  Q:  Can a Christian commit sexual sin, including engaging in homosexual behavior, and be forigivin? 

 ●  A:  100% yes 
 ○  Sexual sin, including homosexual behavior is not the unforgivable sin 
 ○  The Bible does take sexual sin very seriously but the Bible also says… 
 ○  1 John 1:9  -  “ If we confess our sins, He (Jesus) is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 

 cleanse us from all unrighteousness” 
 ○  All unrighteousness mean ALL 



 ●  Q:  Can a person engage in unrepentant same-sex sexual behavior and be a Christian? 

 ●  A:  This is a tough one to answer 
 ○  The Bible is clear that sex is meant for one man and one woman within the covenant of 

 marriage 
 ○  In 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 - The Apostle Paul places homosexual behavior in catagory of sins that 

 keep somone from inheriting the Kingdoom of God 
 ○  While God ultimately judges the heart, practicing homosexual behavior violates God’s desire for 

 the Christian life. 
 ○  Same-sex sexual behavior is something God calls us away from not toward 

 What did Jesus teach (say) about same-sex sexual behavior? 

 ●  There is no point recorded in scripture where Jesus explicitly talks about same-sex sexual behavior 
 ●  While it is true that Jesus didn’t “name” homosexuality in His teaching, He did “include” it. 

 ●  In Matthew 19:3-6, Jesus affirms God’s design for sex, sexuality, and marriage in his reply to a question 
 by the Pharasees about divorce. 

 ●  In addition in Mark 7:21-22 Jesus condemns all sexual behavior outside of the marriage relationship. 
 This includes both heterosexual and homosexual behavior. 

 What did Paul teach (say) about same-sex sexual behavior? 

 Romans 1:21-27 (NLT) 
 21 Yes, they knew God, but they wouldn’t worship him as God or even give him thanks. And they 
 began to think up foolish ideas of what God was like. As a result, their minds became dark and 
 confused. 22 Claiming to be wise, they instead became utter fools. 23 And instead of worshiping the 
 glorious, ever-living God, they worshiped idols made to look like mere people and birds and animals 
 and reptiles. 

 24 So God abandoned them to do whatever shameful things their hearts desired. As a result, they did 
 vile and degrading things with each other’s bodies. 25 They traded the truth about God for a lie. So 
 they worshiped and served the things God created instead of the Creator himself, who is worthy of 
 eternal praise! Amen. 26 That is why God abandoned them to their shameful desires. Even the women 
 turned against the natural way to have sex and instead indulged in sex with each other. 27 And the 
 men, instead of having normal sexual relations with women, burned with lust for each other. Men did 
 shameful things with other men, and as a result of this sin, they suffered within themselves the 
 penalty they deserved. 

 ●  Paul calls out two things at the beginning of his letter to the church in Rome. 
 ○  First he calls out idolatry and how it violates our rightful worship of God 
 ○  Second he calls out same-sex sexual behavior and how it violates God’s natural design for the 

 use of our bodies. 



 ●  Arguments have been made that Paul was only condemning Pederasty - which was a socially 
 permissible sexual relationship between a man and a boy.  Sadly pederasty was prevalent in ancient 
 Greece. 

 ○  One clear fallacy in the pederasty argument is that Paul describes the men as performing the 
 same unnatural same-sex sexual behavior as the women - and there was no female paractice of 
 pederasty. 

 ○  As a result it does not make sense that Paul would be talking only about pederasty. 

 ●  Another argument that has been made is that Paul was only condemning excessive lust, and not loving 
 same-sex relationships. 

 ○  There is no question that Paul does say “they burned with lust for each other” 
 ○  However, Paul also condemns the acts (same-sex sexual behavior) 

 What else does scripture say about sexual immorality, which includes heterosexual & homosexual behavior? 

 While there is much more than what follows, here are some passages to consider… 

 ●  In the New Testament there are eight “sin lists”  all  of which include sexual immorality 
 ○  Mark 7:21-22 
 ○  Romans 1:28-32 
 ○  Romans 13:13 
 ○  1 Corinthians 6:9-10 
 ○  Galatians 5:19-21 
 ○  Colossians 3:5-9 
 ○  1 Timothy 1:9-10 
 ○  Revelation 21:8 

 ●  Leviticus 18  gives very specific instructions regarding both heterosexual and homosexual sexual 
 behaviors that are oustide of God’s created design. 

 HOW SHOULD WE RESPOND?: 

 Before we look at a few answers to this question, I first want to say that in humility we need to acknowledge 
 that many people who claim the name of Christ have caused great harm with their words and actions, by 
 speaking and acting the “name of Jesus” but not in the example of and instruction of Jesus. 

 Listen, Listen, Listen 

 ●  Listen to understand - not just to bide time to make your point 

 ●  Proverbs 18:13  To answer before listening— that is folly and shame. 



 ●  Listening to the pain, problems, and perspective of others helps them to understand you Love them for 
 who they are, where they are 

 ○  Everyone wants to be known 
 ○  Everyone wants to be heard 
 ○  Everyone wants to be valued 
 ○  Listening is the first step in making those desires a reality 

 ●  Proverbs 20:5  The purposes of a person’s heart are deep waters,  but one who has insight draws them 

 out. 

 ○  Sean McDowell states… People have deep reasons for their beliefs.  Some are intellectual, but 

 many are emotional, relational, or experiencial 

 ○  We cannot understand a person, nor can we express love for a person if we do not first listen 

 to them  . 

 Be a good friend 

 ●  A good friend loves as Christ has loved us - “while we were still sinners”  (Romans 5:8) 
 ●  A good friend prays constantly 
 ●  A good friend remains a friend and continues to love and share truth regardless of it is received or not 
 ●  A good friend speaks and acts in /with… 

 ○  Love 
 ○  Humility 
 ○  Gentleness 
 ○  Respect 

 ○  2 Timothy 2:23-26  Don’t have anything to do with foolish and stupid arguments, because you know 

 they produce quarrels. 24 And the Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome but must be kind to 

 everyone, able to teach, not resentful. 25 Opponents must be gently instructed, in the hope that God 

 will grant them repentance leading them to a knowledge of the truth, 26 and that they will come to 

 their senses and escape from the trap of the devil, who has taken them captive to do his will. 

 ○  Colossians 3:12  T  herefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 

 compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 

 ○  1 Peter 3:15-16  But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to 

 everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and 

 respect, 16 keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior 

 in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. 

 ○  1 Timothy 6:11  But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, 

 love, endurance and gentleness. 



 Stay faithful to Scripture 

 ●  Today there are some people who will say that the Bible approves of same-sex sexual behavior 
 ●  Today there are others who will say you are hateful or a bigot is you believe in God’s design for sex and 

 marriage 
 ●  Stay faithful to Scripture and remember that it is not true 

 ●  Remember always… 
 ○  It is not your job to win debates 
 ○  It is not your job to convince people to change 

 ●  Your job is to reflect the glory of God and live faithfully by His Word 
 ●  It is God who bears the burden of changing a person’s heart 

 These notes were developed from… 

 Personal study of scripture   ||   “Chasing Love” & “A Rebel’s Manifesto” by Sean Mcdowell 


