
 Worldview Conversation - Wk 5 
 Marriage & Singleness 

 BIBLICAL WORLDVIEW (Review): 

 Definition of a Biblical Worldview: 

 A set of  beliefs  about life, and the  world  , based  on God’s  unchanging Word  which determines how we  live 

 Why is having a conversation on worldview important? 

 Ideas have consequences 

 2 Timothy 4:3-4 

 The time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine.  Instead, to suit their own desires, they 

 will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear.  They will turn 

 their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. 

 Genesis 1:1 

 In the beginning God created… 

 ●  Q:  If a person believes these five words…  What implications  do they have on the way in which that 

 person sees the world  (their worldview)  ? 

 ●  Answers: 

 ○  There is inherent value in the created 

 ○  There is purpose for life 

 ○  There is Authority that is objective  (authority beyond  themselves) 

 ○  There is a design for life created by a designer 



 WORLDVIEW THOUGHTS: 

 Genesis 1:28 
 28   God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule 
 over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the ground.” 

 ●  Q:  If a person believes these sentences… What implications do they have on the way in which that 
 person sees the world  (their worldview)  ?  More specifically, what do they tell us about God? 

 ●  Answers: 

 ○  God is a commissioning (or sending) God 

 ○  God blesses His people to accomplish His purposes 

 Ephesians 1:3 (NLT) 

 All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the 

 heavenly realms because we are united with Christ. 

 ●  Through a relationship with Jesus - God has  “blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 

 realms” 

 ●  Q:  Meditate on those words for a moment… 

 ○  How do those words impact the way you see the world? 

 ○  How do those words impact the way you interact with the world? 

 ●  Q:  Are the blessings in Genesis 1 & Ephesian 1 the same or different? 

 ○  How are they the same? 

 ○  How are they different? 

 ●  Q:  Why does God bless us? 

 ○  How does that differ from the “normal” perspective we have of blessing? 



 SINGLENESS: 

 Singleness Defined:  A person who has not entered into a covenant marriage commitment or who finds 
 themselves single again because of the death of a spouse or divorce. 

 ●  Q:  Is being single as important or significant as being married? 
 ○  What does scripture say on the topic? 
 ○  How does the church treat single people vs married people in regard to significance? 

 ●  Q:  Does being single limit how you can serve God? 

 Being single & being married are  equal  ways of honoring God 
 ●  The church has done a very job of portraying this truth, which is why people who are single often feel 

 like they are left out, second rate, or less significant 

 ●  Culture mocks the single person who chooses God’s plan for abstinence 

 ●  Put these together and it leaves Christian singles feeling isolated, and unaccepted by both groups. 

 While both the Church and Culture have left Christians singles feeling second rate and insignificant - scripture 
 tells a very different story… 

 1 Corinthians 7:7 
 I wish that all of you were as I am. But each of you has your own gift from God; one has this gift, another has 
 that. 

 ●  Paul points out in 1Corinthians 7 that Singleness is a gift from God & Marriage is a gift from God 
 ●  BOTH are GOOD 
 ●  BOTH are GIFTS for the Church 

 ●  BOTH require a unique kind of sacrifice 

 1 Corinthians 7:32-35 
 32  I would like you to be free from concern. An unmarried man is concerned about the Lord’s affairs—how he 
 can please the Lord.  33  But a married man is concerned about the affairs of this world—how he can please his 
 wife—  34  and his interests are divided. An unmarried woman or virgin is concerned about the Lord’s affairs: 
 Her aim is to be devoted to the Lord in both body and spirit. But a married woman is concerned about the 
 affairs of this world—how she can please her husband.  35  I am saying this for your own good, not to restrict 
 you, but that you may live in a right way in undivided devotion to the Lord. 



 ●  Q:  What are the benefits of being single versus married? 

 ○  Paul says clearly… A single person has the ability to focus wholeheartedly on pleasing God - this 
 is a GIFT 

 ○  BUT - A married person has to divide their focus between God and the wife / kids - this is also a 
 GIFT 

 ●  Q:  How can a single person serve the Lord in ways that a married person cannot or are more difficult 
 for a married person? 

 Developing strength to serve the Lord… 

 1.  Develop healthy relationships with God and with other people. 
 a.  as a single you are uniquely positioned to give time and energy to developing amazing 

 relationships with people and with God 

 2.  Cultivate the desire to live obediently to Jesus through spiritual disciplines & the power of the Holy 
 Spirit 

 a.  Benefits your life, relationships, and ministry 
 b.  If marriage comes in your future it will also benefit your spouse, children, grandchildren 

 3.  Look to Jesus as an example 
 a.  It is strange to think about but Jesus was a sexual being - He faced sexual temptation just like us. 
 b.  “No one was more fully human or sexually contented than Jesus, yet Jesus never engaged in a 

 single sexual act.”  Todd Wilson 
 c.  While Jesus never engaged in a single sexual act, He lived the most relationally satisified lif ever! 
 d.  Jesus found meaning through obedience to God and in loving, faithful, meaningful relationships 

 with family and friends 
 i.  This shows us that sexaul activity is not necessary for a meaningful and abundant life! 

 Singleness  Foreshadows  Heaven 

 ●  Q:  How do you think singleness might also foreshadow heaven? 

 Luke 20:27-40 
 27  Some of the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to Jesus with a question.  28  “Teacher,” they 
 said, “Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies and leaves a wife but no children, the man must marry 
 the widow and raise up offspring for his brother.  29  Now there were seven brothers. The first one married a 
 woman and died childless.  30  The second  31  and then the third married her, and in the same way the seven 
 died, leaving no children.  32  Finally, the woman died too.  33  Now then, at the resurrection whose wife will she 
 be, since the seven were married to her?” 



 34  Jesus replied, “The people of this age marry and are given in marriage.  35  But those who are considered 
 worthy of taking part in the age to come and in the resurrection from the dead will neither marry nor be given 
 in marriage,  36  and they can no longer die; for they are like the angels. They are God’s children, since they are 
 children of the resurrection.  37  But in the account of the burning bush, even Moses showed that the dead rise, 
 for he calls the Lord ‘the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’  38  He is not the God of 
 the dead, but of the living, for to him all are alive.” 

 39  Some of the teachers of the law responded, “Well said, teacher!”  40  And no one dared to ask him any more 
 questions. 

 ●  Single people right now anticipate our future eternal state 
 ●  Because there is no marriage in Heaven, single people in the present help us look forward to the future 

 resurrection when we are directly related to Christ and others 

 ●  The ultimate destiny for believers is a heavenly state of perfect community 
 ●  Single people today remind the Church that ultimate satisfaction comes in the resurrection when we 

 know God fully. 

 MARRIAGE: 

 ●  Q:  How does marriage fit into the “blessings” that God has given us? 

 ●  Q:  How does the blessing of marriage accomplish His purposes? 

 ●  Q:  Is marriage a more significant blessing than singleness in accomplishing God’s purposes? 

 Genesis 1:27-28 
 27   So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created 
 them.  28   God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. 
 Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the ground.” 

 Genesis 2:21-25 

 21 So the Lord God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep. While the man slept, the Lord God took out one 

 of the man’s ribs and closed up the opening. 22 Then the Lord God made a woman from the rib, and he 

 brought her to the man. 

 23 “At last!” the man exclaimed. “This one is bone from my bone, and flesh from my flesh!  She will be called 
 ‘woman,’ because she was taken from ‘man.’” 

 24 This explains why a man leaves his father and mother and is joined to his wife, and the two are united into 
 one. 

 25 Now the man and his wife were both naked, but they felt no shame. 



 Genesis 1:31 

 31 Then God looked over all he had made, and he saw that it was very good! 

 ●  Q:  What do these passages tell us about God’s design & purpose for marriage? 

 Answers 

 ●  Marriage involves  Partners  of Equal Value 
 ○  both are equally image bearers of God 
 ○  Eve is described as Adam’s helper but this does not imply inferiority 

 ●  Marriage is meant to be  permanent 
 ○  A man is to leave his father and mother and be united with his wife or “hold fast” to his wife 
 ○  The Hebrew word for hold -  dabaq  - carries the idea of joining, bonding, and sticking together as 

 one 
 ○  Marriage is a covenant commitment (union) that is not meant to be broken 

 ●  Marriage is a  sexually  complementary institution 
 ○  God designed males and females to be complements of each other 
 ○  Men and women share common humanity but differ in the biological sex 
 ○  Marriage is not an institution of  any  two people, but of two opposite sexed people 

 ●  Marriage is about  procreation 
 ○  God designed sex to be experienced in the context of marriage 
 ○  One key purpose of sex is procreation 
 ○  Marriage is the institution God designed to “multiply and fill the earth” 

 ●  Marriage is about  companionship 
 ○  Genesis describes the married couple as becoming “one flesh” 
 ○  This means they become one spiritually, physically, emotionally, and relationally 

 ●  Marriage is meant to be  monogamous 
 ○  The man is meant to leave his father and mother and be united - hold fast - to his wife 
 ○  There are numbers of instances in the OT where people failed to live according to this ideal 
 ○  But - it is clear in Genesis 1 that it was God’s intent from the beginning for marriage to be 

 monogamous 

 ●  Marriage is  GOOD 
 ○  God said it was not good for man to be alone, so he created a helper for him 
 ○  God deemed their union “very good” 

 ●  Q:  What are the purposes of marriage as it relates to the church and society? 



 3 Key Purposes: 

 ●  God designed marriage to portray His  love  for the church 

 ○  In the OT marriage is a metaphor describing God’s relationship to Israel 

 ○  He created a loving covenant with them that was depicted through marriage 

 ○  Key example:  Jeremiah 3:6-8 

 6 During the reign of King Josiah, the Lord said to me, “Have you seen what fickle Israel has 

 done? Like a wife who commits adultery, Israel has worshiped other gods on every hill and 

 under every green tree. 7 I thought, ‘After she has done all this, she will return to me.’ But she 

 did not return, and her faithless sister Judah saw this. 8 She saw[  a  ] that I divorced faithless 

 Israel because of her adultery. But that treacherous sister Judah had no fear, and now she, too, 

 has left me and given herself to prostitution. 

 ○  In the NT marriage depicts Christ and His love for the Church 

 ○  The union of man and woman depicts the greater union of Christ and His followers 

 ○  Key Example:  Ephesians 5:21-32 

 21 And further, submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. 

 22 For wives, this means submit to your husbands as to the Lord. 23 For a husband is the head 

 of his wife as Christ is the head of the church. He is the Savior of his body, the church. 24 As the 

 church submits to Christ, so you wives should submit to your husbands in everything. 

 25 For husbands, this means love your wives, just as Christ loved the church. He gave up his life 

 for her 26 to make her holy and clean, washed by the cleansing of God’s word. 27 He did this to 

 present her to himself as a glorious church without a spot or wrinkle or any other blemish. 

 Instead, she will be holy and without fault. 28 In the same way, husbands ought to love their 

 wives as they love their own bodies. For a man who loves his wife actually shows love for 

 himself. 29 No one hates his own body but feeds and cares for it, just as Christ cares for the 

 church. 30 And we are members of his body. 

 31 As the Scriptures say, “A man leaves his father and mother and is joined to his wife, and the 

 two are united into one.”  32 This is a great mystery, but it is an illustration of the way Christ and 

 the church are one. 

 ●  God designed marriage to portray His  relational  character 

 ○  As Christians we believe in ONE God that exists in three equal yet distinct persons 

 ○  God in His very nature is a relational being 

 ○  Connection to Marriage: 

 ■  In marriage two distinct persons become one family unit 

 ■  Two distinct persons through the covenant of marriage come together in relational unity 

 (Gen 2:24) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+3&version=NLT#fen-NLT-18987a


 ■  The relational nature of marriage reflects the relational Character of God 

 ○  Q:  Can this same purpose be fulfilled in the loving  marriage (or relationship) of same sex 

 couples? 

 ●  God designed marriage for the  flourishing  of children and the benefit of society 

 ○  It may be politically incorrect to say, but kids do best when they live at home with Mom AND 

 Dad 

 ○  There is substantial evidence that kids who live in a home with Mom AND Dad are less likely 

 to… 

 ■  Drop out of school 

 ■  Abuse drugs or alcohol 

 ■  Attempt suicide 

 ■  Become impoverished 

 ○  There is also substantial evidence of the alternative…  kids are at increased risk for… 

 ■  Health problems 

 ■  Academic struggles 

 ■  Emotional & behavioral problems 

 ○  Without question there are plenty of examples that defy the above, but overall the evidence is 

 clear that kids do best in a home with a mom and dad who love each other. 

 ●  Q:  Can God’s purpose & design for marriage be accomplished through same-sex marriage? 

 These notes were developed from… 

 Personal study of scripture   ||   “Chasing Love” by Sean Mcdowell 


