
 Worldview Conversation - Wk 4 
 Creation & Identity (Part 2) 

 BIBLICAL WORLDVIEW (Review): 

 Definition of a Biblical Worldview: 

 A set of  beliefs  about life, and the  world  , based  on God’s  unchanging Word  which determines how we  live 

 Why is having a conversation on worldview important? 

 Ideas have consequences 

 2 Timothy 4:3-4 

 The time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine.  Instead, to suit their own desires, they 

 will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear.  They will turn 

 their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. 

 Genesis 1:1 

 In the beginning God created… 

 ●  Q:  If a person believes these five words…  What implications  do they have on the way in which that 

 person sees the world  (their worldview)  ? 

 ●  Answers: 

 ○  There is inherent value in the created 

 ○  There is purpose for life 

 ○  There is Authority that is objective  (authority beyond  themselves) 

 ○  There is a design for life created by a designer 

 Genesis 1:26-28 
 26   Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in  our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the 
 sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move 
 along the ground.”  27   So God created mankind in his  own image, in the image of God he created them; male 
 and female he created them.  28   God blessed them and  said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill 
 the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature 
 that moves on the ground.” 

 ●  Q:  If a person believes these sentences… What implications do they have on the way in which that 
 person sees the world  (their worldview)  ? 



 ●  Answers: 

 ○  All people have inherent value because of who created them 

 ○  The value of a person is not dependent on external factors, preferences, or beliefs 

 ○  Our purpose is determined by our creator not of our own choice as the created 

 ○  All people are created equal yet distinct in biology 

 ○  Our biology is a part of of our purpose of spreading God’s image 

 INHERENT VALUE: 

 Genesis 1:26-28 
 26   Then God said, “Let  us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the 
 sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move 
 along the ground.”  27   So God created mankind in his  own image, in the image of God he created them; male 
 and female he created them. 

 Psalm 139:13-16 

 13 You made all the delicate, inner parts of my body and knit me together in my mother’s womb.  14 Thank 

 you for making me so wonderfully complex!  Your workmanship is marvelous—how well I know it.  15 You 

 watched me as I was being formed in utter seclusion, as I was woven together in the dark of the womb.  16 You 

 saw me before I was born.  Every day of my life was recorded in your book.  Every moment was laid out before 

 a single day had passed. 

 Matthew 10:29-30 

 29 What is the price of two sparrows—one copper coin? But not a single sparrow can fall to the ground 

 without your Father knowing it. 30 And the very hairs on your head are all numbered. 31 So don’t be afraid; 

 you are more valuable to God than a whole flock of sparrows. 

 John 3:16-17 

 16 “For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 

 will not perish but have eternal life. 17 God sent his Son into the world not to judge the world, but to save the 

 world through him. 

 ●  Q:  What do these passages tell us about the value (worth) of all people? 

 ●  Answer: 
 ○  All persons have inherent and equal value (worth) 
 ○  Value is dependent on the creator not the actions, or achievements of the created 

 ○  We are infinitely more valuable to God than the rest of creation 



 ▪  God gave all people… 
 ▪  Intellect 
 ▪  The ability to reason 
 ▪  The ability to speak 
 ▪  The capacity to make moral decisions 
 ▪  Relational capacities with God 

 ○  We are so valuable to God that… 
 ▪  Before our first breath we were known and loved by Him 
 ▪  Before creation He had a plan for our lives 
 ▪  He sacrificed His Son to pay the price for our rebellion so that we could be with Him 

 THE VULNERABLE & THE POOR: 

 ●  Q:  If we believe that God created all people in His image, resulting in all people having equal inherent 

 value - How does that shape the way we value the vulnerable and poor?  How does it shape the way we 

 care for and treat the vulnerable and poor? 

 ●  Q:  What does the Bible say about how we are supposed to treat the poor? 

 MAKE  PROVISIONS  FOR THE POOR 

 Leviticus 19:9-10 
 9 “When you harvest the crops of your land, do not harvest the grain along the edges of your fields, 
 and do not pick up what the harvesters drop. 10 It is the same with your grape crop—do not strip every 
 last bunch of grapes from the vines, and do not pick up the grapes that fall to the ground. Leave them 
 for the poor and the foreigners living among you. I am the Lord your God. 

 TREAT THE POOR  JUSTLY 

 Leviticus 19:15 
 1  5 “Do not twist justice in legal matters by favoring the poor or being partial to the rich and powerful. 
 Always judge people fairly. 

 HELP  THE POOR 

 Leviticus 25:35-36 
 35 “If one of your fellow Israelites falls into poverty and cannot support himself, support him as you 
 would a foreigner or a temporary resident and allow him to live with you. 36 Do not charge interest or 
 make a profit at his expense. Instead, show your fear of God by letting him live with you as your 
 relative. 



 DEFEND  THE  RIGHTS  OF THE POOR 

 Psalm 82:3-4 
 3 “Give justice to the poor and the orphan; uphold the rights of the oppressed and the destitute.  4 

 Rescue the poor and helpless and deliver them from the grasp of evil people. 

 BE  GENEROUS  TO THE POOR 

 Proverbs 14:21 
 It is a sin to belittle one’s neighbor; blessed are those who help the poor. 

 DO NOT  OPPRESS  THE POOR 

 Proverbs 14:31 
 Those who oppress the poor insult their Maker, but helping the poor honors him. 

 HEAR THE  CRIES  OF THE POOR 

 Proverbs 21:13 
 Those who shut their ears to the cries of the poor will be ignored in their own time of need. 

 SERVE  THE POOR AND TREAT THEM WITH  HONOR 

 Luke 14:12-14 
 12 Then he turned to his host. “When you put on a luncheon or a banquet,” he said, “don’t invite your 
 friends, brothers, relatives, and rich neighbors. For they will invite you back, and that will be your only 
 reward. 13 Instead, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. 14 Then at the resurrection of 
 the righteous, God will reward you for inviting those who could not repay you.” 

 DO NOT  DISCRIMINATE  AGAINST THE POOR 

 James 2:2-4 
 2 For example, suppose someone comes into your meeting[  b  ] dressed in fancy clothes and expensive 
 jewelry, and another comes in who is poor and dressed in dirty clothes. 3 If you give special attention 
 and a good seat to the rich person, but you say to the poor one, “You can stand over there, or else sit 
 on the floor”—well, 4 doesn’t this discrimination show that your judgments are guided by evil motives? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=james+2&version=NLT#fen-NLT-30256b


 ●  Q:  What do you think of when you hear about people in poverty? 

 ●  Likely your mind goes to physical things the impoverished don’t have. 

 ○  Such as… 

 ○  Food 

 ○  Clothes 

 ○  Water - or - Running Water 

 ○  Housing 

 ○  Medicine - or Medical Care 

 ●  Q:  Is the need of material things at the heart of poverty or is poverty actually more complex that just 

 the lack of things? 

 ●  Steve Corbett & Brian Fikkert  state in their book  “When Helping Hurts”  - “North American Christians 

 need to overcome the materialism of Western culture and see poverty in more relational terms.” 

 ●  African American scholar Cornel West  believes the basic issue behind ghetto poverty is a “profound 

 sense of psychological depression, personal worthlessness, and social despair.” 

 There is no question that there is a material and economical dimension to poverty but to appropriately view it 

 through scripture we have to realize it is more complex than just physical need. 

 ●  Sean McDowell writes -  “Ultimately, poverty stems not just from a lack of things but from broken 

 relationships with God, others, and the self.  Thus, if we want to address poverty, we have to be willing 

 to help people cultivate a proper understanding of their own worth and develop healthy relationships 

 with God and others.  When people have healthy relationships, they are in a better position to 

 experience the dignity that comes from working and supporting themselves and others.” 

 ●  Q:  Can helping the impoverished cause harm? 

 Most people have right (correct) motives when it comes to helping the poor, but not all methods are 

 beneficial, especially when the focus of the help is on physical & economic needs. 

 ●  Q:  What are some examples that you can think of? 

 ○  Your good intentions could create a state of dependence - Ex: Feeding Program in NIC 

 ○  Your good intentions could steal worth & dignity from the recipients 

 ○  Your good intentions could feed enslavement to sin - Ex:  NIC & MEX - selling of food for alcohol 

 ○  Your good intentions could create situations of physical & emotional abuse 

 ○  Socialism is a governmental example 



 ●  Practical Application:  The person begging on the corner 

 ●  Q:  What is our responsibility to the person begging on the corner? 

 ●  Q:  How should we care for them in order to help and not hurt? 

 WHAT SHOULD WE DO?: 

 CHANGE OUR PERSPECTIVE ON THE  PROBLEM 

 ●  9% of the world lives on less than $1.90 per day 
 ○  It’s not simply 9% of the world that has extreme physical need 
 ○  It is 700 million people created in God’s image who need physical, emotional, relational, and 

 spiritual help 

 ●  23% of the world lives on less than $3.20 per day 
 ○  It’s not simply 23% of the world that has extreme physical need 
 ○  It is 1.8 billion people created in God’s image who need physical, emotional, relational, and 

 spiritual help 

 ●  43% of the world lives on less than $5.50 per day 
 ○  It’s not simply 43% of the world that has extreme physical need 
 ○  It is 3.3 billion people created in God’s image who need physical, emotional, relational, and 

 spiritual help 

 ●  There are 40 million people trapped by slavery 
 ○  24.9 million are victims of trafficking 

 ▪  20.1 million trafficked for forced labor 
 ▪  4.8 million trafficked for sex 
 ▪  Of the 24.9 million - 6.3 million are children 

 ●  We know the issue is real 
 ●  We know the issue is big 
 ●  We often forget… 

 ○  The Vulnerable and Impoverished are just as valuable as we are 
 ○  The issue is more complex than meeting physical need 

 CHANGE OUR PERSPECTIVE ON THE  PEOPLE 

 ●  What would you want someone to do for you if you were vulnerable or impoverished? 

 Luke 10:30-37 
 30   In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked by robbers. 
 They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead.   31   A priest happened to be 



 going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side.   32   So too, a Levite, 
 when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side.   33   But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came 
 where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him.   34   He went to him and bandaged his wounds, 
 pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of 
 him.   35   The next day he took out two denarii  and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and 
 when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’ 

 36   “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?” 

 37   The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.” 

 Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” 

 ●  Samaritans were believed by the Jews to be half-breeds 
 ●  They believed that contact with a Samaritan would make them unclean 
 ●  They would travel many miles out of their way in order to avoid passing through Samaria 

 ●  If we lived in the first century, of all the people we would expect to help an injured man – a Samaritan 
 would be the last person we would expect 

 ●  In fact, the first two guys who passed by would be who you would expect to help 

 ●  What does this parable mean for you and me? 
 ○  Sharing common preferences, opinions, or beliefs should not affect who we help. 
 ○  Sharing common culture, race, or language should not affect who we help 

 ○  Our help shouldn’t be about what it cost or what we get in return 

 CHANGE OUR PERSPECTIVE ON THE  PROPAGANDA 

 ●  Guard against buying the lie  that the purpose of life is to get things. 

 o  Despite the sales pitch - the pursuit of stuff doesn’t fill us and provide happiness - it empties 

 o  “If poverty is not merely lacking material things, then richness is not merely having material 
 things”  Sean McDowell 

 ●  Choose to be grateful  for what we have 
 ○  In 1 Thessalonians 5:18 Paul writes -  Be thankful in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for 

 you who belong to Christ Jesus. 

 o  Choosing to be grateful for what we have will help motivate us to be more generous 

 ●  Choose to be generous 
 o  Enjoying our comforts and giving out of our excess is GOOD!  But it if we aren’t careful it could 

 fall short of God’s best 
 o  To be generous we have to rise above the “feel good” experience of simply giving some money 

 or time to help - and strive to help out of compassion 



 o  God calls us to do all we can to help those in need – even if at times it means… 
 ▪  Sacrificing things we want 
 ▪  Sacrificing in ways that could produce future perceived need 

 o  God also calls us to keep the Gospel ever present in the help we provide 
 ▪  Sacrificing the Gospel for the sake of appeasement (afraid to offend) or because we feel 

 more doors will be opened if the Gospel is left out – falls short of God’s best 

 ▪  To meet a physical need without striving to also meet the spiritual, emotional, and 
 relational need falls short of God’s best 

 CHANGE OUR PERSPECTIVE ON THE  POLITICS 

 ●  Our culture has politicized just about everything 
 ●  The issue of meeting need has become an ideal of political affiliation rather than a pursuit to actually 

 solve a crisis 

 ●  As follower of Jesus we need to transcend the politics 
 o  God’s call on our lives is greater than a political affiliation 
 o  Regardless of political affiliation – our goal is to join with those around us to help selflessly and 

 sacrificially meet the needs of the vulnerable and poor. 

 CONCLUDING THOUGHTS: 

 Compassionately caring for the vulnerable and impoverished is a simple yet complex topic & task 

 ●  It is simple in our clear responsibility from God to do so 

 ●  It is complex in context and method 

 Are we personally supposed to compassionately help every vulnerable or poor person we meet or hear about? 

 ●  Answer:  Yes & No 

 ●  I say Yes, because it is God has made it very clear in scripture that He cares deeply for  the vulnerable 

 and poor 

 ●  I say No, because we live in a fallen world ruled by sin which means we must use wisdom, discernment, 
 and prayer to guide us in who and how we help 

 ●  I think John Wesley answers this question well… 
 “Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you can, 
 at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can.” 

 These notes were developed from… 

 Personal study of scripture   ||   “Counter Culture” by David Platt   ||   “A Rebel’s Manifesto” by Sean Mcdowell 


