
 Worldview Conversation - Wk 3 
 Creation & Identity (Part 1) 

 BIBLICAL WORLDVIEW (Review): 

 Definition of a Biblical Worldview: 

 A set of  beliefs  about life, and the  world  , based on God’s  unchanging Word  which determines how we  live 

 Why is having a conversation on worldview important? 

 Ideas have consequences 

 2 Timothy 4:3-4 

 The time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine.  Instead, to suit their own desires, they 

 will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear.  They will turn 

 their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. 

 CREATION: 

 Genesis 1:1 

 In the beginning God created… 

 ●  Q:  If a person believes these five words…  What implications do they have on the way in which that 

 person sees the world  (their worldview)  ? 

 ●  Answers: 

 ○  There is inherent value in the created 

 ○  There is purpose for life 

 ○  There is Authority that is objective  (authority beyond themselves) 

 ○  There is a design for life created by a designer 

 Genesis 1:26-28 
 26   Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the 
 sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move 
 along the ground.”  27   So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male 
 and female he created them.  28   God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill 
 the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature 
 that moves on the ground.” 



 ●  Q:  If a person believes these sentences… What implications do they have on the way in which that 
 person sees the world  (their worldview)  ? 

 ●  Answers: 

 ○  All people have inherent value because of who created them 

 ○  The value of a person is not dependent on external factors, preferences, or beliefs 

 ○  Our purpose is determined by our creator not of our own choice as the created 

 ○  All people are created equal yet distinct in biology 

 ○  Our biology is a part of of our purpose of spreading God’s image 

 Digging Deeper: 

 ●  Q:  Why does God use the plural “us” and “our” when referencing the creation of man? 

 ●  Answer: 
 ○  It is a picture of the trinity… God, Son, Holy Spirit 
 ○  Three persons –  Equal yet distinct 

 ●  Just as God is 3 persons – Equal yet distinct… He created man and woman – Equal yet distinct 
 o  They were distinct in their biology 
 o  They were equal in their identity 

 ▪  Both were created in the image of God 

 ▪  Both were given attributes and authority not given to any other of God’s creation 
 ●  They were given authority to rule over the rest of creation 

 ●  They were given… 
 o  Intellect 
 o  The ability to reason 
 o  The ability to speak 
 o  The capacity to make moral decisions 
 o  Relational capacities with God 

 ●  Q:  Why did God create people with two distinct genders? 

 ○  Complimentary biological genders is how God chose to spread His image throughout the world 

 “go forth and multiply” 

 ○  Enjoyment is another reason… 

 ■  Enjoyment in Man and Woman’s shared equality 
 ■  Enjoyment in Man and Woman’s complimentary differences 
 ■  Enjoyment in sexual intimacy 
 ■  God created mutual benefit and pleasure from Man and Woman being equal yet distinct. 



 GENDER IDENTITY: 

 ●  Q:  What are the implications of these verses on the topic of Gender Identity? 

 ○  The common argument from Christians, based on these verses, is rooted in biology.  God 

 created “man” and “woman” - but is this a sufficient argument? 

 ○  The truth that our culture has adopted is that EQUAL means IDENTICAL 
 ○  In some ways this idea makes sense because changing our physical appearance with a little 

 outpatient surgery - has become as easy as changing hairstyle, clothes, or overall fashion 
 ○  If you so desire you can even change your biology 

 ○  With these things being reality, it makes sense on a certain level that IDENTITY has become 
 subjective 

 ○  If the traditional views of links between Biology and Identity are no longer relevant than 
 subjective choice makes sense 

 ○  Here’s the problem… 
 ○  Even though many Christians speak about Biology as the sole determination of Identity – within 

 the confines of this conversation…  God did not design Biology to determine Identity 

 What does the Bible say about Gender? 

 ○  Our Identity is not our Biology! 
 ○  Our Identity is image bearers of God and Biology is a supporting factor 
 ○  Yet -  sex is an essential part of what it means to be human  .  Sex is the design God chose for 

 spreading his image throughout the world for His Glory 

 ○  The second part of Biology (sex) - as we stated before - is that he created enjoyment as a part of 
 his command 

 ○  He said populate the world with my image but then blessed the plan with enjoyment 
 o  Enjoyment in Man and Woman’s shared equality 
 o  Enjoyment in Man and Woman’s complimentary differences 
 o  Enjoyment in sexual intimacy 

 ○  God created mutual benefit and pleasure from Man and Woman being equal yet distinct. 

 ●  Whenever the Bible addresses crossing gender boundaries, it does so critically 

 ○  Deuteronomy 22:5  A woman must not wear men’s clothing, nor a man wear women’s 

 clothing, for the Lord your God detests anyone who does this. 

 ○  Romans 1:26-27  26 That is why God abandoned them to their shameful desires. Even the 

 women turned against the natural way to have sex and instead indulged in sex with each other. 



 27 And the men, instead of having normal sexual relations with women, burned with lust for 

 each other. Men did shameful things with other men, and as a result of this sin, they suffered 

 within themselves the penalty they deserved. 

 ●  The Bible allows some flexibility in how to live out our biological sex 

 ○  Sean McDowell writes… The bible does not give universal, cross-cultural guidance for being a 

 male or female. 

 ○  God calls us to live in congruence with our biological sex, but we have to work out that principle 

 within culture 

 ○  Example:  Jacob & Esau 

 ■  Esaue was a hairy hunter 

 ■  Jacob had smooth skin and was favored by his mother 

 ○  Was Esau more manly and Jacob more feminine?  -  According to some stereotypes - yes 

 ○  It is a mistake to deny that males and females are unique 

 ○  It is also a mistake to take certain cultural beliefs - such as hunting and being hairy - and make 

 them universal 

 HOW DO WE HAVE THE CONVERSATION: 

 ●  Q:  What do you believe? 

 ○  Listen, Listen, Listen 

 ○  Listen to understand - not just to bide time to make your point 

 ○  Proverbs 18:13  To answer before listening— that is folly and shame. 

 ○  Most people that are highly passionate about the social battle around Gender Identity is 
 because they have had a personal experience that has created a wound 

 ○  For some this wound may be very deep 

 ○  We have to remember that Satan’s game plan is deception 
 ○  He has done a really good job at presenting culture with counterfeit versions of the real truth 
 ○  Most people are not attempting to defy God – rather they have simply believed in a really good 

 counterfeit that sounds, smells, and feels much like the real thing 

 ○  Listening to the pain, problems, and perspective of those who believe differently than you 
 believe in order to understand their WHYs is paramount 

 ○  Everyone wants to be known 
 ○  Everyone wants to be heard 
 ○  Everyone wants to be valued 

 ○  Listening is the first step in making those desires a reality 



 ○  The other thing that listening does is it shifts the conversation from combative to 
 compassionate 

 ○  Most of culture does not expect you to want to listen – so when you do – it changes the 
 conversation 

 ●  Q:  Why do you believe it? 

 ○  Once we understand “what” someone believes, the next step is to find out why they believe it 

 ○  Proverbs 20:5  The purposes of a person’s heart are deep waters,  but one who has insight 

 draws them out. 

 ○  Sean McDowell states… People have deep reasons for their beliefs.  Some are intellectual, but 

 many are emotional, relational, or experiencial 

 ●  Q:  Where do we agree? 

 ○  Find points of agreement - common ground 

 ○  Common ground helps break down walls and fosters understanding 

 ○  Culture and Scripture agree that Biology is not the determining factor for Identity 
 ○  While both approach this truth from very different directions – it is a point we can agree on 

 ○  Culture and Scripture agree that Man & Woman are Equal 
 ○  Be careful here because while they are equal in scripture in culture equal = identical 
 ○  But acknowledging the point of agreement can be powerful and an opportunity to reframe the 

 proper definition of equal 

 ○  If you want to dig deeper into how to find common ground in order to have edify conversation - 

 spend some time studying how the Apostle Paul had conversations with those who believed 

 differently than him. 

 ●  Q:  Where do we disagree and why? 

 ○  Finding out where you disagree with someone and why can lead to a productive conversation 

 ○  It can also lead to ways you could work together for the common good 

 ●  S:  Let scripture lead 

 ○  It is not our job to win debates 
 ○  It is not our job to convince people to change 

 ○  Our job is the show them truth and help them understand it 
 ○  God through His truth produces the change 



 ●  S:  Speak the truth in LOVE 

 ○  There is much in scripture about how we should interact with others 
 ○  Some key words you see often… 

 ■  Love 
 ■  Humility 
 ■  Gentleness 
 ■  Respect 

 ○  2 Timothy 2:23-26  Don’t have anything to do with foolish and stupid arguments, because you 

 know they produce quarrels. 24 And the Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome but must be 

 kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful. 25 Opponents must be gently instructed, in the 

 hope that God will grant them repentance leading them to a knowledge of the truth, 26 and 

 that they will come to their senses and escape from the trap of the devil, who has taken them 

 captive to do his will. 

 ○  Colossians 3:12  T  herefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves 

 with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 

 ○  1 Peter 3:15-16  But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer 

 to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with 

 gentleness and respect, 16 keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously 

 against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. 

 ○  1 Timothy 6:11  But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, 

 faith, love, endurance and gentleness. 

 IMPORTANT NOTE: 

 If your goal in having a conversation with someone who believes differently than you is to convince / persuade 

 them they are wrong - please don’t start the conversation.  The result will not be edifying for you or for them. 

 These notes were developed from… 

 ●  Personal study of scripture 

 ●  “Counter Culture” by David Platt 

 ●  “A Rebel’s Manifesto” by Sean Mcdowell 


