
21 Days to Maximum Impact 
Widening the Impact 

 
1.  Our Message:  Keeping the Good News of Jesus Christ in the center of all 
we do. 
2.  Our People:  Equipping our people to live as Disciples of Jesus Christ. 
3.  Our Children:  Training our next generation to know God and live 
according to His Word. 
4.  Our City:  Impacting Rome by partnering with others to meet the needs in 
our community. 
 
5.  Our World:  Mobilizing our people to take the Good News of Jesus 
Christ across the street and around the world. 
 
Why is this part so important? 
 
Matthew 24:14 Jesus talking about signs of the end of the age! 
14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a 
testimony to all nations, and then the end will come. 
 
Lots of opinions about this: 
-  Some think it has already happened so now we’re just waiting on Him to 
come get us. 
-  Others believe we still have work to do. 
 
But, we see a progression in the book of Acts that shows us how important 
this is to the Father. 
 
Acts 1:3-8 
3 After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave many 
convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of 
forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. 4 On one occasion, while he 
was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, 
but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak 
about. 5 For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized 
with the Holy Spirit.” 6 So when they met together, they asked him, “Lord, are 
you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them: “It 
is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own 
authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on 



you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
 
Let’s go back to something Jesus said before He gets to this point: 
 
Jesus is talking with His Disciples before He was crucified.  He was trying to 
comfort them because they were hearing that He was going to leave them. 
 
John 14:15-17a 
15 “If you love me, you will obey what I command. 16 And I will ask the Father, 
and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever— 17 the Spirit of 
truth. 
 
He promises them that they will not be alone because He will send Holy Spirit 
to be with them. 
 
But then He says… 
John 16:7-8 
7 But I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go 
away, the Counselor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 
 
Can you imagine sitting there as a Disciple and hearing Jesus say this.  How 
could it possibly be better for us to not have Jesus with us?   
 
EX:  You remember in your younger years when your boyfriend or girlfriend 
broke up with you and they used the line, “This will be better for you too.”   
-  At first you thought “how crazy is that?” 
-  And, then a week later you thought, “oh, yeah, this is better.  I am so glad she 
didn’t listen to me.” 
 
That’s where the Disciples were.  
 
And, then He says… 
John 14:12 
12 I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been 
doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the 
Father. 
 
They have to be wondering what that even means?? 



 
And, for many years it has been debated about what that actually means. 
-  Will we do even greater miracles than Jesus? 
-  Would those Disciples do greater miracles than Jesus? 
-  What could Jesus be saying?? 
 
Here’s where they get their answer: 
 
Acts 1:8 
8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will 
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of 
the earth. 
 
Watch the Progression from Acts 1: 
 
Acts 2:1-4 
2 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 

Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and 
filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be 
tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4 All of them 
were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the 
Spirit enabled them. 
 
When Holy Spirit entered them, JUST LIKE JESUS SAID HE WOULD, He gave 
them the ability to “declare the wonders of God” in languages that they had no 
business knowing.  
 
Then they see this: 
 
Peter stands up and begins to preach.  He finishes his first message and we see 
the results in v.41. 
 
Acts 2:41 
41 Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand 
were added to their number that day. 
 
LISTEN:  There were more people saved from Peter’s fist message than in the 
entire 3 years that Jesus was doing His ministry on earth. 
 



And, then, as we see the progression of the church we will be convinced that it 
really was better for them, for us, and for the Kingdom of God, that Jesus went 
to be with the Father and Holy Spirit is here with us.   
 
When Jesus was on earth, even with all of His power, the flesh limited Him to 
being in only one place at a time.   
-  Therefore, the church was never going to spread any further than a day’s 
trip away from Jesus as long as He was here with us. 
 
Jesus had to leave so the Spirit could come. 
-  The Spirit had to come so that Jesus could be with all of them no matter 
where they were. 
-  This was required to see the church grow and the Kingdom expand. 
 
The Progression: 
 
Acts 2 – 5 
The church was growing like crazy but it was all right there in Jerusalem and 
close surrounding areas. 
 
That was great but Jesus had told them, “You will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. 
 
Look at the first map: 
Expansion of Early Church 
 
Acts 7 
Stephen is stoned to death because of his relationship with Jesus and because 
of the incredible message he presented before the religious leaders! 
 
Acts 8:1 
On that day a great persecution broke out against the church at Jerusalem, and 
all except the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria. 
 
Acts 8:4 
4 Those who had been scattered preached the word wherever they went. 
 
Look at the first map again: 
The story of Jesus began to spread to the outer regions of that area. 



 
But, remember, Jesus said, “to the ends of the earth”. 
 
That’s where Paul, or Saul, comes into the picture. 
 
Acts 9 
Paul is going about his business persecuting Christians, trying to imprison or 
kill as many as possible. 
 
Jesus meets him on the road to Damascus. 
 
Acts 9:3-6 
3 As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed 
around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, 
why do you persecute me?” 5 “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. “I am Jesus, 
whom you are persecuting,” he replied. 6 “Now get up and go into the city, and 
you will be told what you must do.” 
 
Look at this next part: 
 
Acts 9:15 
This man is my chosen instrument to carry my name before the Gentiles and 
their kings and before the people of Israel. 
 
Listen:  Jesus went and got Saul as a guy that was literally killing Believers 
because he was the guy that was going to take the message to the “ends of the 
earth”.  
 
And look what happened: 
 
MAP 2: 
Paul’s Missionary Journeys 
 
Then Paul goes to Rome: 
 
MAP 3: 
Paul’s Journey to Rome 
 
Acts 28:30-31 



30 For two whole years Paul stayed there in his own rented house and 
welcomed all who came to see him. 31 Boldly and without hindrance he 
preached the kingdom of God and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
God had made it very clear to Paul that he would testify about Him in Rome. 
-  And, through prison, shipwrecks, getting bit by a viper, etc. God got him 
where he needed to be.   
 
Now, how does all of this actually relate to us and where we’re doing as a 
church? 
 
Look:  The story of the book of Acts is not complete. 
 
Yes, Galatians, Paul wrote that letter, put a period at the end and it was done. 
I John, yep, John made his point and left it with us. 
 
But, the story of Acts continues today… 
 
Acts 1:8 
8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will 
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of 
the earth. 
 
This passage is as true for us today as it was for them when Jesus said it the 
first time. 
 
 


