
 
 

 
 

 CHAPTER 23, JESUS’ MINISTRY BEGINS 
TIMELESS TRUTH: JESUS:  THE MESSIAH YOU’D NEVER EXPECT. 

 

ICEBREAKER QUESTION : When did you first begin to understand the message of Jesus as your 
Savior and Lord? Who helped you understand?  

1. Identify the ways in which the God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit appear at 
Jesus’ baptism (p. 322). Look up Isaiah 11:1-2 and 42:1 and Psalm 2:1-7.    

2. What does Jesus’ example teach us about how to resist temptation (p. 322)? (See 
Ephesians 6:10-17 for further insight.) 

3. Upon what did the original disciples base their belief in Jesus (p. 324)?   

4. Nicodemus and the woman at the well both had conversations with Jesus (p. 326-329). 
Why do they represent such a contrast?  

5. How do the biblical Satan and other evil spirits compare to popular depictions of demons 
in films, television, literature, or art? 

6. Jesus was constantly interacting with different types of people: curious Jews, antagonistic 
Pharisees, tax collectors, and society’s castoffs. What can you learn about how to respond 
to different types of people from observing Jesus? 

7. The faithful friends of the paralytic carried him to Jesus (p. 330-331). If you are 
comfortable, share with your group a time in your own life that you had to totally depend 
of the faith of a Christian friend to get you through.   

8. Jesus clashed with the Pharisees who hoped to catch Him violating the Sabbath (p. 332). 
Doing work was punishable by death according to the Law (Exodus 31:14, Isaiah 56:1-2). 
Who is actually guilty of violating the Sabbath in this encounter?   

9. John the Baptist who had earlier proclaimed, “Look, the Lamb of God,” was now 
languishing in prison where he began to wonder about this Jesus (p. 333-334). Look up 
Isaiah 35:5-6 and 61:1. Why did Jesus answer John the way He did?   

10. John has his moment of doubt. Can doubts and faith co-exist? Do our circumstances today 
affect our view of Jesus’ credibility, as it did with John? 

In the time remaining ask your group members to share any of their personal reflection insights 
from their journal entries.         
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