
 
 

 
 

 CHAPTER 22, THE BIRTH OF THE KING 

TIMELESS TRUTH: THE WORD BECAME FLESH.  

ICEBREAKER QUESTION : What is your favorite part of the Christmas story and why? If you 
were in a Christmas pageant as a child, what part did you play?  

1. These verses in the Gospel of John reveal one of the most important beliefs. How does 
page 309, or John 1:1-14, 18, help clarify the relationship between God and Jesus? Why 
is this so important?   

2. “In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind” (p. 309, John 1:4). Look up John 
5:21-29, 6:47-58, 10:10, 11:25, 14:6, 17:3, and 20:31. What does it mean, that in Him was 
life? 

3. List some of the names of Jesus and their meaning or significance (see also Isaiah 9:6-7).   

4. What things did Mary know about her child even before she conceived (p. 310)? Why was 
this important? 

5. In response to her situation, Mary offers a song of praise (p. 310-311). Compare Hannah’s 
praise song in 1 Samuel 2:1-10.  How these songs are similar? Did Mary see herself as part 
of God’s Lower Story or part of His Upper Story? 

6. What do you suppose Joseph thought and felt about Mary’s pregnancy before and after 
the angelic visitation (p. 311-312)? What is the difference between having faith in people 
and having faith in God? 

7. Joseph was “faithful to the law” (p. 311, Luke 1:19) but was not necessarily considered to 
be so by others (John 8:41). What examples can you find of his faithfulness? 

8. Herod was not the first evil ruler to commit, or attempt, infanticide against Hebrew 
babies. What other examples can you recall? What does this teach you about God’s Upper 
Story plan of redemption? 

9. The text tells us “all who heard [about Jesus] were amazed” (pg. 313). What do you 
suppose it was that surprised them? 

In the time remaining ask your group members to share any of their personal reflection insights 
from their journal entries.         
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