
The Power of One 
Acts 6:8-15, Acts 7:51-60 

 
We all know tons of stories about Peter in the Bible: 
-  He spoke too soon. 
-  He walked on the water right up until he sank. 
-  He preached a message and saw over 3000 saved 
-  He denied Jesus at the cross 
 
And, we all know Paul: 
-  He wrote a good portion of the New Testament. 
-  Shipwrecked, beaten, whipped, imprisoned on more than one occasion. 
-  Taught us last week how to live as a “drink offering poured out for Jesus.” 
 
Right in between those two guys, we’re introduced to a man named Stephen.  
 
Stephen was the first Deacon in the Bible.  They didn’t use the word 
Deacon in this passage, but this is where we get the whole idea about having 
a Deacon Body in our churches today.  
 
In a few weeks we’ll be adding new Deacons to our current group and we’ll 
walk through all that this passage means at that point.   
-  But, for today we’re going to focus on this one: 
 
Why:  Because last week I encouraged you to not take anything that God 
had given you to be given away to the grave with you! 
-  And, I want you to see today what God accomplished with ONE person 
that went all in for him and simply shared the story of what God had done 
with a group of people. 
-  You may think, “What could I really do all on my own?” 
-  “Can I really make a difference if I’m the only one that tries?” 
 
Listen:  Stephen was one guy, sandwiched in Scripture between two of the 
most famous Men of the Bible in all of history.  And, his story made a world 
of difference.  Let’s look at that this morning… 
 
Acts 6:3-5 
3 Brothers, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of 
the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them 4 and 
will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of the word.”  



5 This proposal pleased the whole group. They chose Stephen, a man full of 
faith and of the Holy Spirit… 
 
This is the choosing of the first Deacons.   
-  Basically, the ministry was getting to big for the Leaders to minister 
effectively to all the people so they chose other men to “multiply their 
ministry” so that all would be taken care of.   
 
Stephen was the first one listed, and probably the first one chosen. 
-  We see the first characteristics listed: 
 Full of faith and of the Holy Spirit 
 
Acts 6:8-15 
8 Now Stephen, a man full of God’s grace and power, did great wonders and 
miraculous signs among the people. 9 Opposition arose, however, from 
members of the Synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called)—Jews of 
Cyrene and Alexandria as well as the provinces of Cilicia and Asia. These 
men began to argue with Stephen, 10 but they could not stand up against his 
wisdom or the Spirit by whom he spoke. 11 Then they secretly persuaded 
some men to say, “We have heard Stephen speak words of blasphemy 
against Moses and against God.” 12 So they stirred up the people and the 
elders and the teachers of the law. They seized Stephen and brought him 
before the Sanhedrin. 13 They produced false witnesses, who testified, “This 
fellow never stops speaking against this holy place and against the law. 14 

For we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place 
and change the customs Moses handed down to us.” 15 All who were sitting 
in the Sanhedrin looked intently at Stephen, and they saw that his face was 
like the face of an angel. 
 
What is happening here? 
-  Stephen was chosen because of his character and because of his 
relationship with Jesus. 
-  God began to do great and miraculous things through him. 
-  Problem was that he was teaching Jesus over the Law of Moses. 
-  The people didn’t like that so they began to come against him. 
-  They made up a bunch of lies to get him in trouble. 
-  So, he ends up in front of the Sanhedrin to answer questions about his 
message to the people. 
 
 



Acts 7:1 
7Then the high priest asked him, “Are these charges true?” 
 
Then, he begins to tell the story of God from Abraham all the way to Jesus.   
One of the most amazing chapters in all of Scripture to me.   
 
Then, at the end he says this…. 
 
Acts 7:51-53 
51 “You stiff-necked people, with uncircumcised hearts and ears! You are 
just like your fathers: You always resist the Holy Spirit! 52 Was there ever a 
prophet your fathers did not persecute? They even killed those who 
predicted the coming of the Righteous One. And now you have betrayed and 
murdered him— 53 you who have received the law that was put into effect 
through angels but have not obeyed it.” 
 
Basically he says, “You people are still living by a dead law, you’ve never 
listened to the Holy Spirit, you killed the people that said Jesus was coming, 
and then you even killed Him when He got here. 
 
Acts 7:54-60 
54 When they heard this, they were furious and gnashed their teeth at him. 55 

But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory 
of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I 
see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.”  
57 At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, they 
all rushed at him, 58 dragged him out of the city and began to stone him. 
Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their clothes at the feet of a young man named 
Saul.  59 While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive 
my spirit.” 60 Then he fell on his knees and cried out, “Lord, do not hold this 
sin against them.” When he had said this, he fell asleep. 
 
He was crucified for the cause of Christ. 
 
He had been “poured out” as a drink offering for the Kingdom of God. 
 
Look what happened next: 
 
Acts 8:1-3 
8 And Saul was there, giving approval to his death.  



On that day a great persecution broke out against the church at Jerusalem, 
and all except the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria. 2 

Godly men buried Stephen and mourned deeply for him. 3 But Saul began to 
destroy the church. Going from house to house, he dragged off men and 
women and put them in prison. 
 
Huge persecution broke out against the church, and the Christ followers at 
the time. 
-  Saul jumped in full steam ahead to shut down this group they called 
“followers of the Way.” 
-  Believers were scattered all over the countryside fleeing for their safety.  
 
The Religious people thought they had won the battle. 
-  They thought they had scared the people enough to shut them up. 
-  They thought scattering them would keep them from pushing their 
message. 
 
They were wrong!! 
 
Acts 8:4 
4 Those who had been scattered preached the word wherever they went. 
 
The ultimate result of Stephen’s testimony, and ultimately his death, was the 
explosion of the church, as we know it.   
 
Before this happened the church was limited to Jerusalem. 
AFTER this happened, the church exploded all throughout the land. 
 
You see what is practically the end of Peter’s ministry.  We see very little of 
him after this point.   
But remember what Jesus said about him:   
 
Matthew 16:18 
18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, 
and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. 
 
Then we see the beginning of the ministry of Paul: 
 
 
 



Acts 9:15  
This man is my chosen instrument to carry my name before the Gentiles and 
their kings and before the people of Israel. 
 
We see the ROCK upon which the church was built. 
And, we see the introduction of the man that God is going to use as his tool 
to take the Gospel forward. 
 
In Stephen, we see the connection of the two. 
 
So, how was Stephen able to make such a difference?  
 
1.  He was Full! 
 
 They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit 
 
8 Now Stephen, a man full of God’s grace and power, 
 
Full of Faith: 
Stephen had enough faith that he could trust God to the point of losing his 
life.  He wanted only to be obedient to EVERYTHING the Father asked for. 
 
Full of the Holy Spirit: 
All Believers have the Holy Spirit inside.  Being full of the Holy Spirit 
requires our total surrender to His guidance and leadership. 
-  The more surrendered you are, the more the Holy Spirit can lead you 
where God needs you to be. 
 
Full of God’s Grace: 
The be ok with people that are going to execute you requires quite a bit of 
grace!! 
-  This grace is probably why they chose Stephen as one of the seven in the 
first place. 
 
Acts 7:60 
60 Then he fell on his knees and cried out, “Lord, do not hold this sin against 
them.” 
 
One of the major reason many of us make little or no impact on people for 
the Kingdom is because we have forgotten the need for grace. 



 
Our world has already been condemned.  They don’t need that from us. 
They need us to show them the grace and love that Jesus has shown us. 
 
Full of Power: 
Acts 1:8 is where we see the promise of power that comes with the Holy 
Spirit. 
-  Stephen showed this power by performing great “signs and wonders” 
among the people.  
 
For us today:  God promises that He will not call us to anything that He 
doesn’t give us the power to get done. 
 
Simple Truth: 
“A man full of faith in God, and yielded to the control of the Holy Spirit, 
will be gracious to others and will manifest great spiritual power.” 
 
2.  He was Courageous! 
 
Acts 6:9 
9 Opposition arose, however, from members of the Synagogue of the 
Freedmen (as it was called)—Jews of Cyrene and Alexandria as well as the 
provinces of Cilicia and Asia. 
 
Who opposed him? 
 
Do you know who opposed him the most?  
 
1.  The religious people. 
-  These were the people that went to church as they knew it. 
-  Some of them were probably even from the Synagogue that Stephen went 
to. 
 
2.  The Sanhedrin 
 
These were the religious leaders that had the power to have him put to death 
for what he was saying. 
 
Listen:  Nobody in today’s world is going to make a major impact without 
overcoming some opposition. 



 
 
 
3.  He “Radiated the Glory of God!”  MacArthur 
 
The only other time this had happened was when it happened to Moses in 
Ex. 34.   
-  His face would shine like this after he had been in to meet with God. 
 
Stephen’s face “radiated” the glory of God because of his personal 
relationship with Him.  He had spent so much time with the Father, his face 
was glowing with His glory! 
 
If you’re going to make an impact for the Kingdom, you have to shining the 
glory of God. 
AND, you only do that when you’ve been with Him. 
 
 
 
 
-  He had been in the presence of God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


