
The Movement of the Plot in God’s 

Story



The God of All Nations/Peoples
Oh sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the 

earth! 2 Sing to the LORD bless his name; tell of his salvation 
from day to day. 3 Declare his glory among the nations, his 
marvelous works among all the peoples! 4 For great is the 

LORD, and greatly to be praised; he is to be feared above all 
gods. 5 For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols, but 

the LORD made the heavens. 6 Splendor and majesty are 
before him; strength and beauty are in his sanctuary.

(Psalm 96:1-6)



The God of All Nations & Peoples
Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the peoples, ascribe to the 
LORD glory and strength! 8 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due 

his name; bring an offering, and come into his courts! 9
Worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness; tremble before 

him, all the earth! 10 Say among the nations, “The LORD 
reigns! Yes, the world is established; it shall never be moved; 

he will judge the peoples with equity.”
(Psalm 96:7-10)



The God of All Nations & Peoples
Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; let the 

sea roar, and all that fills it; 12 let the field exult, and 
everything in it! Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for 

joy 13 before the LORD, for he comes, for he comes to 
judge the earth. He will judge the world in righteousness, 

and the peoples in his faithfulness.
(Psalm 96:11-13)
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Resolution - Revelation  

The consummation of the Kingdom (19:6)



“Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices 
in heaven, saying, “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom 
of our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever.” And 
the twenty-four elders who sit on their thrones before God fell on their 
faces and worshiped God, saying,

“We give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty,
who is and who was,

for you have taken your great power
and begun to reign.”

(Revelation 11:15–17)



Resolution - Revelation  

The consummation of the Kingdom (19:6)

The enemies of God & man are destroyed (20:14)



Then Death and Hades were thrown 
into the lake of fire. This is the 
second death, the lake of fire. 

Revelation 20:14



Resolution - Revelation  

The consummation of the Kingdom (19:6)

The enemies of God & man are destroyed (20:14)

The union of heaven and earth (21:1-2)



Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, 
for the first heaven and the first earth had 

passed away, and the sea was no more. 2And 
I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming 

down out of heaven from God, prepared as a 
bride adorned for her husband.

Revelation 21:1-2



Resolution - Revelation  

The consummation of the Kingdom (19:6)

The enemies of God & man are destroyed (20:14)

The union of heaven and earth (21:1-2)

The healing of the nations (21:25-2722:1-2)



Resolution 

By its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the 
earth swill bring their glory into it, 25and tits gates will 

never be shut by day—and there will be no night 
there. 26They will bring into it the glory and the honor 
of the nations. 27But nothing unclean will ever enter it, 
nor anyone who does what is detestable or false, but 
only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life. 

Revelation 21:25-27



Then the angel1 showed me the river of the water 
of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne 
of God and of the Lamb 2through the middle of 
the street of the city; also, on either side of the 
river, the tree of life2 with its twelve kinds of 

fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of 
the tree were for the healing of the nations.

Revelation 22:1-2



Exposition

Man’s Sin

God’s JudgmentHope of 
Redemption



Hope of Redemption

I will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and her 

offspring;
he shall bruise your head,

and you shall bruise his heel.”  Genesis 3:15



Hope of Redemption

And Adam knew his wife again, and she bore 
a son and called his name Seth, for she said, 

“God has appointed for me another offspring 
instead of Abel, for Cain killed him.” 

Genesis 4:25



Hope of Redemption

They went into the ark with Noah, two and two 
of all flesh in which there was the breath of life. 
16 And those that entered, male and female of 

all flesh, went in yas God had commanded him. 
And the LORD shut him in.

Genesis 7:15-16

https://www.esv.org/Gn7.2-3


Hope of Redemption

Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a 
city and a tower with its top in the heavens, and 

let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be 
dispersed over the face of the whole earth.” 

Genesis 11:4



Hope of Redemption
Come, let us go down and there confuse their 

language, so that they may not understand 
one another's speech.” 8 So the Lord 

dispersed them from there over the face of all 
the earth, and they left off building the city.

Genesis 11:7-8



Hope of Redemption

“Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your 
country and your kindred and your father's 

house to the land that I will show you.”
Genesis 12:1



Hope of Redemption



Hope of Redemption (Abrahamic Covenant)

“And I will make of you a great nation, and I 
will bless you and make your name great, so 
that you will be a blessing. I will bless those 
who bless you, and him who dishonors I will 
curse, and in you all the families of the earth 

shall be blessed” Genesis 12:2-3
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Abrahamic Covenant
When Abram was ninety-nine years old the Lord 
appeared to Abram and said to him, “I am God 

Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless, that I may 
make my covenant between me and you, and may 

multiply you greatly.” Then Abram fell on his face. And 
God said to him, “Behold, my covenant is with you, and 

you shall be the father of a multitude of nations.
Genesis 17:1-4



Abrahamic Covenant
No longer shall your name be called Abram ("exalted 
father”), but your name shall be Abraham ("father of a 

multitude”), for I have made you the father of a multitude of 
nations. 6 I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make 
you into nations, and kings shall come from you. 7 And I will 

establish my covenant between me and you and your 
offspring (seed) after you throughout their generations for 

an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your 
offspring (seed) after you. Genesis 17:5-8



Abrahamic Covenant
“By myself I have sworn, declares the Lord, because you have 
done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, I will 
bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars 
of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore.  And your 
offspring (seed) shall posses the gate of his enemies, and in 

your offspring (seed) shall all the nations of the earth be 
blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.” 

Genesis 22:16-18



Abrahamic Covenant
“Sojourn in this land, and I will be with you and will 

bless you, for to you and to your offspring I will give 
all these lands, and I will establish the oath that I 

swore to Abraham your father.  I will multiply your 
offspring (seed) as the stars of heaven and will give to 
your offspring all these lands.  And in your offspring 
(seed) all the nations of the earth will be blessed,”

Genesis 26:3-4



Abrahamic Covenant

“Your offspring (seed) shall be like the dust of 
the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the 

west and to the east and to the north and to the 
south, and in you and your offspring (seed) shall 

all the families of the earth be blessed.”
Genesis 28:14



In Christ We Inherit the Promise of Abraham

And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would 
justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel 
beforehand to Abraham, saying, “In you shall all 
the nations be blessed.” So then, those who are 

of faith are blessed along with Abraham, the 
man of faith. (Galatians 3:8–9)



In Christ We Inherit the Promise of Abraham

And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s 
offspring, heirs according to promise. 

(Galatians 3:29)
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The Exodus

For by now I could have put out my hand and 
struck you and your people with pestilence, and 
you would have been cut off from the earth. 16

But for this purpose I have raised you up, to show 
you my power, so that my name may be 
proclaimed in all the earth. (Exodus 9:15-16)



The Exodus
Our fathers, when they were in Egypt,

did not consider your wondrous works;
they did not remember the abundance of your 

steadfast love,
but rebelled by the sea, at the Red Sea.

Yet he saved them for his name's sake,
that he might make known his mighty power.

Psalm 106:7–8
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Mosaic Covenant 
‘You yourselves have seen what I did to the 

Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles' wings and 
brought you to myself. Now therefore, if you will 

indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you 
shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, 

for all the earth is mine; 6 and you shall be to me a 
kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the 
words that you shall speak to the people of Israel.” 

Exodus 19:4–6



Mosaic Covenant 

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, a people for his own possession, that you 

may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you 
out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once you 
were not a people, but now you are God's people; 

once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. 
1 Peter 2:9–10
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King David 
Sing to the LORD, all the earth!

Tell of his salvation from day to day.
[24] Declare his glory among the nations,

his marvelous works among all the peoples!
[25] For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised,

and he is to be feared above all gods.
[26] For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols,

but the LORD made the heavens.
[27] Splendor and majesty are before him;

strength and joy are in his place. 
(1 Chronicles 16:23–27)



Dravidic Covenant 
“And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure 

forever before me. Your throne shall be established forever.’ ”
II Samuel 7:16

Then King David went in and sat before the Lord and said, 
v“Who am I, O Lord God, and what is my house, that you have 
brought me thus far? 19 And yet this was a small thing in your 
eyes, O Lord God. wYou have spoken also of your servant’s 
house for a great while to come, and this is instruction for 

mankind, O Lord God!  
II Samuel 7:18-19
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Exiles  

Thus says the Lord God: lThis is Jerusalem. I have 
set her in the center of the nations, with countries all 
around her. 6And she has rebelled against my rules 

by doing wickedness more than the nations, and 
against my statutes more than the countries all 

around her; for they have rejected my rules and have 
not walked in my statutes. 

Ezekiel 5:5-6



Exiles  

Ezekiel 5:5-6



Exiles  

Then the glory of the LORD went out from the threshold 
of the house, and stood over the cherubim. 19 And the 
cherubim lifted up their wings and mounted up from the 
earth before my eyes as they went out, with the wheels 
beside them. And they stood at the entrance of the east 
gate of the house of the LORD, and the glory of the 
God of Israel was over them. 

(Ezekiel 10:18–19)



Exiles  
See, I have taught you statutes and rules, as the LORD my God 

commanded me, that you should do them in the land that you are 
entering to take possession of it. 6 Keep them and do them, for that 

will be your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the 
peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, ‘Surely 
this great nation is a wise and understanding people.’ 7 For what 
great nation is there that has a god so near to it as the LORD our 
God is to us, whenever we call upon him? 8 And what great nation 
is there, that has statutes and rules so righteous as all this law that 

I set before you today? Deuteronomy 4:5–8



Exiles  
“Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord God: It is not 
for your sake, O house of Israel, that I am about to act, but for the sake 

of my holy name, which you have profaned among the nations to 
which you came. 23 And I will vindicate the holiness of my great name, 

which has been profaned among the nations, and which you have 
profaned among them. And the nations will know that I am the Lord, 

declares the Lord God, when through you I vindicate my holiness 
before their eyes. 24 I will take you from the nations and gather you 

from all the countries and bring you into your own land.
Ezekiel 36:22-24



Exiles  

And I will shake all nations, so that the treasures of all 
nations shall come in, and I will fill this house with glory, 

says the LORD of hosts. 8 The silver is mine, and the 
gold is mine, declares the LORD of hosts. 9 The latter 
glory of this house shall be greater than the former, 
says the LORD of hosts. And in this place I will give 

peace, declares the LORD of hosts.’” 
Haggai 2:7–9
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Jesus Ministry to Gentiles (The Nations) 

Theology of Place - Matthew 4:14-16



Matthew 4:14-16

And leaving Nazareth he went and lived in Capernaum by 
the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14 so that 
what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 
15 “The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, the way 
of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles 
16 the people dwelling in darkness have seen a great 
light, and for those dwelling in the region and shadow of 
death, on them a light has dawned.”



Jesus Ministry to Gentiles (The Nations)

Theology of Place - Matthew 4:14-16
Early Engagement - Matthew 4:23-24



Matthew 4:23-24

And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their 
synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom 
and healing every disease and every affliction among the 
people. 24 So his fame spread throughout all Syria, and 
they brought him all the sick, those afflicted with various 
diseases and pains, those oppressed by demons, those 
having seizures, and paralytics, and he healed them.



Jesus Ministry to Gentiles (The Nations)

Theology of Place - Matthew 4:14-16
Early Engagement - Matthew 4:23-24
Declaration - Luke 4:16-30
Stripping Await Cultural Bias 

Cross-cultural travel - John 4



John 4:42

They said to the woman, “It is no longer 
because of what you said that we believe, for 
we have heard for ourselves, and we know that 
this is indeed the Savior of the world.”



Jesus Ministry to Gentiles (The Nations)

Theology of Place - Matthew 4:14-16
Early Engagement - Matthew 4:23-24
Declaration - Luke 4:16-30
Striping Await Cultural Bias 

Cross-cultural travel - John 4
Teaching - Matthew 5:13-14



Matthew 5:13-14

“You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost 
its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no 
longer good for anything except to be thrown out 
and trampled under people's feet. 14 “You are the 
light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be 
hidden.



Jesus Ministry to Gentiles (The Nations)

Theology of Place - Matthew 4:14-16
Early Engagement - Matthew 4:23-24
Declaration - Luke 4:16-30
Striping Await Cultural Bias 

Cross-cultural travel - John 4
Teaching - Matthew 5:13-14
Interaction - Matthew 8:5-13 & Luke 10:17



Matthew 8:10-11

he marveled and said to those who followed him, 
“Truly, I tell you, with nno one in Israel4 have I 
found such faith. 11I tell you, omany will come from 
east and west and recline at table with Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, 

https://www.esv.org/Mt9.2
https://www.esv.org/Lk13.29%3BEp3.6%3BIs59.19%3BMal1.11


Luke 17:17

Then Jesus answered, “Were not ten cleansed? 
Where are the nine? 18 Was no one found to 
return and give praise to God except this 
foreigner?” 



Jesus Ministry to Gentiles (The Nations)
Theology of Place - Matthew 4:14-16
Early Engagement - Matthew 4:23-24
Declaration - Luke 4:16-30
Striping Await Cultural Bias 

Cross-cultural travel - John 4
Teaching - Matthew 10:18
Interaction - Matthew 8:5-13 & Luke 17:17
Ministry - Matthew 15:21-38

Commissioning 



Climax - Falling Action - Resolution

z

z

z

z

z

JESUS

The Church   



The Church is Birthed in a Global Context
And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and 
began to speak in other tongues las the Spirit 

gave them utterance.
Acts 2:4

And they were amazed and astonished, saying, “Are 
not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 And how is 
it that we hear, each of us in his own native language? 

Acts 2:7-8
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Unleashing the Gospel  



Unleashing the Gospel 
“Brothers, you know that in the early days God made a choice among 

you, that by my mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of the 
gospel and believe. 8And God, who knows the heart, bore witness to 

them, by giving them the Holy Spirit just as he did to us, 9 and he 
made no distinction between us and them, having cleansed their 

hearts by faith. 10Now, therefore, why are you putting God to the test 
by placing a yoke on the neck of the disciples that neither our fathers 

nor we have been able to bear? 11But we believe that we will be 
saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as they will.”

Acts 15:7-11
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Unleashing the Gospel  
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Mission 

For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the 
circumcised to show God's truthfulness, in order to 

confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9 and in 
order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. 

As it is written,
“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles,

and sing to your name.”
Romans 15:8–9
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Resolution 

Then the angel1 showed me the river of the water of life, 
bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of 
the Lamb 2 through the middle of the street of the city; 
also, on either side of the river, the tree of life2 with its 
twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The 
leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.

Revelation 22:1-2


