
Lenses:  How We View the World
“The Renewing of the Mind”

So, we’re coming to a close in our series called “Lenses: How We View the 
World”.  

Our worship through music this morning has been focused on God’s 
redemption and restoration of us as His children.
-  And, so many of us needed to say those things to Him this morning.

At the end of the message today, we will sing a song with the line of “He turns 
our graves into Gardens”.  
-  And, isn’t that really the whole point!!

Now, through God’s Word we will continue to worship and look at a very 
practical truth that help us to live in the reality of His redemption and His 
restoration. 

Prayer:

-  It has been our attempt to help each other develop a Biblical Worldview.

Why was that so important for us?

Biblical Worldview:
A set of beliefs about life, and the world, based on God’s unchanging Word, 
that determine how we live.

Reminder:  How we see the world around us will determine how we live.

Your worldview WILL determine how you…

Live
Treat Others
Define marriage, relationships, sexuality
Vote
Go to school
Work
Handle conflict with others



Look at the Homeless population

All of these are determined by a “set of beliefs” that guide you daily in how 
you live.

Here are a few of the things that we’ve talked about that must become a part 
of our Worldview to make it a Biblical Worldview:

1.  There is Only one God.

2.  That One God created all things and is still in authority over all things.

3.  Every man and woman were created by God, in the Image God, so that they 
could image their Creator.
-  We get our value from our Creator.
-  Everyone else also gets their value from their Creator.

4.  Since God has all authority, He is the only One that can define “absolute 
truth”. 
-  He is the ultimate decider of what is right and what is wrong.

There are many more elements to this but this is where we got started.

What we have learned:
-  We all have a worldview but they may not all be based on the truth of God’s 
Word.
-  Developing and living out a BWV is not done in a sermon series and then you 
move on.  This is an ongoing process of learning, surrendering, and seeking 
God for what’s in our heart that does not follow His Word.
-  This process of development will continue to be a part of all that we do as a 
body and in our discipleship process at West Rome.

The Ultimate Goal of the Series… and our continued teaching in this manner:

Romans 12:2
2 Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewing of your mind.

1.  We can no longer live according to the pattern of this world.



We’ve said it many different ways but the truth is WE JUST HAVE TO BE 
DIFFERENT!

Here is one of the best examples of Christians conforming to the world around 
us:  

Moralistic Therapeutic Deism
1. A God exists who created and orders the world and watches over 

human life on earth.
2. God wants people to be good, nice, and fair to each other, as taught in 

the Bible and by most world religions.
3. The central goal of life is to be happy and to feel good about oneself. 
4. God does not need to be particularly involved in one’s life except when 

God is needed to resolve a problem.
5. Good people go to heaven when they die.

Sometimes conforming to the world can be WAY off of the Christian walk, and 
other times it can be a slight deception that ultimately changes everything.

-  But, as Christ Followers that want to make an impact for God, we simply 
cannot continue looking just like the world around us. 

Therefore…

2.  We must be transformed.

Why must there be a transformation?
-  Because we are born into this world looking just like the rest of the world.
-  So, in order for us to “image” our Creator, we must allow Him to transform 
us so that we look more like Him.

Transformed:  The process of Christian sanctification.
-  Being changed into another form!
-  Becoming more like Christ every day.

2 Corinthians 3:18



18 And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord’s glory, are being 
transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from 
the Lord, who is the Spirit.

“Unveiled faces” reflects the freedom that we have in Christ because of Holy 
Spirit in us.  
-  And, we are all walking through the transformation process every day.

Now, let’s clarify this:
It is God that does the transforming!  
-  So, what part do we play??

Last week:  Statement about the “object being restored never does the work”.
God is the One Who restores us to the place where He wants us.  But, 
-  Our part is to repent of the sin in us.
-  Our part is to get in His Word and run after Jesus.
-  Our part is to stop doing things that are hurting our ability to image our 
Creator.
Then… GOD HIMSELF does the restoring!

So, if God does the transforming, what is the role that we play?

Let’s look at a very critical piece of this passage in Romans 12:2:

3.  BY the renewing of your mind.

The word “BY” is a small, but HUGE, word here.

We live in the pattern of “if I change my actions then that will eventually 
change the way I think.”
-  We are lists and action-oriented people.

But, the truth is that, when we change the way we think about life, and the 
world around us, it will almost immediately change our actions.

Huge:  If we want God to transform us into a person that looks like Jesus, 
there must me a change in the way we think!
(But this statement might even change a little today)



I found this sermon…
Sermon from Pastor Richard Rogers from Faith Chapel around San 
Francisco.

“The Greek word for transformed in Romans 12:2 has the meaning of being 
changed into another form. It is a total change by the renewing of the mind. It 
is a complete change for the better.”

“It is by the renewing of our minds that we can live transformed lives. When 
we are spiritually transformed, we will think and act differently.”

Watch this:  The renewing or our mind is the “exchanging of the foundation of 
where are thoughts originate”.

If our foundation is based in the world, then our thoughts are going to be 
worldly thoughts. 
-  If our foundation is based on material possessions, then our thoughts are 
going to lead us in that direction.
-  If our foundation is based in how we look or what we wear, then our 
thoughts will lean that direction as well.

But, if our foundation is based in God’s unchanging Word, then our thoughts 
and actions will reflect that.

Look at that quote again:

“It is by the renewing of our minds that we can live transformed lives. When 
we are spiritually transformed, we will think and act differently.”

If our goal is to be transformed so that we will think differently and act 
differently, then WE MUST exchange the foundation from where our thoughts 
are coming from.

Here’s what that means in relation to our definition of a Biblical Worldview:

We have to change our “set of beliefs”!

It is not so much about changing the way you think.  It’s about changing the 
things we “believe to be true.”



And, ultimately, what you believe to be true will change the way you think and 
act.

BUT:  Too many times when we start working on “renewing our minds” or 
“being transformed” we see that as another list or task that says, “Man, I’ve got 
to stop thinking about that stuff and start thinking differently”.

When, really, we need to make the focus more on adjusting or changing what 
we BELIEVE.  And, let those beliefs change the way we think.

Practical according to our BWV:
-  If you really believe that all people have value set by God, you will treat 
them accordingly.
-  If you are constantly trying to change the way you think about people you 
will see a person and say, “I know I’m supposed to think they have value so I 
better start acting that way.”

Our “set of beliefs” has got to be so engrained in us that it automatically 
changes the way we think and act!

So, how do we do that?

Jason Allen, the President of Midwestern Seminary says it this way
Lastly, not only are we to fill our minds and guard them, we are to frame them 
as well. By this I mean we are to cultivate, intentionally, a biblical outlook, or 
paradigm, through which we view and interpret the world.
We can only do this through scriptural intake. The intake of the Word 
reframes our outlook and gives us a theological foundation to engage life and 
view the world, and to process all of life from a Christian worldview. 
- Jason Allen

We simply MUST get into God’s Word!
-  It will show us what is true.
-  It will show us what our set of beliefs should be.
-  It will show us where we’re missing it and need to adjust…

Hebrews 4:12



12 For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged 
sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it 
judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.

But, it will only do these things if we get into it!

EX:  Knife in cover

When we are in His Word, it makes these things possible:

2 Corinthians 10:5
5 We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the 
knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to 
Christ.

Philippians 4:8
8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, 
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is 
excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things.

Colossians 3:2
2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.

And… We simply MUST get with Jesus!
-  If you abide in Me…

TRUTH:  Time in the Word and time with Jesus is how you change your “set of 
beliefs” so that you are transformed into the likeness of Jesus, and then you 
live and act more like Him.

Good News:
It’s really all up to you!
-  You get to wake up every morning and choose the foundation of your 
thoughts!
-  What will your starting position be??

In 1 Corinthians 2, Paul is telling the people about how the “natural person”, 
aka the Lost person, cannot accept the things that come from the Spirit of God 



because they are “foolishness to him” because, without the Holy Spirit, he 
can’t understand it.

But in verse 16 he says, “But, we have the mind of Christ”.  
-  We have Holy Spirit in us.
-  He is more than willing and able to help us get the answers we need.

But, we have to take the knife out of the sheath and let it do what it does!


