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QUALIFICATIONS FOR ELDERS 

Based on I Timothy 3:1-7; Titus 1:6-9 

 

An Elder must be/have: 

 

Above Reproach / Blameless / Good Reputation:  We know that no one is perfect and without 

sin, but the Elder must live a life free of sin patterns that could keep him from connecting with 

Christ.  He must be striving to be like Christ in every area of his life.  And he should have a good 

reputation among the people around him. 

 

The Husband of but one Wife:  He must show evidence of the ability to maintain a healthy, 

biblical, Christ focused marriage with his wife.  This does not exclude men that have never been 

married. 

 

Temperate / Self-Controlled / Not Quick-Tempered:   

He must demonstrate a calm and steady disposition.  He should not be reactionary to the ups and 

downs of life. He reflects the peace and respectfulness of Christ toward all people and in every 

circumstance. 

 

Respectable:  He needs to have a history of living in a way that earns the respect of others.  

 

Hospitable:  He has the ability to be welcoming to people in all situations.  Loving people and 

making them feel welcome is key in leading people well. 

 

Able to Teach God’s Word:  Every Elder should have the knowledge and ability to effectively 

teach God’s Word.  This requires a healthy understanding of Scripture and the ways to express 

that to others. 

 

Not Given to Drunkenness:  We ask that our Elders abstain from alcohol during their time of 

service as an Elder. 

 

Gentle and not Violent / Quarrelsome:  The Elder must have a heart focused on bringing peace 

to a situation and not violence or disunity. 

 

Not a Lover of Money:  The Elder must have a biblical and healthy understanding of God’s 

view of money.  And, he must have a lifestyle based on integrity in the financial area. 

 

Manages His Family Well:  His family should be a testimony of his faithfulness and leadership 

in the home.  We understand that families are not perfect but the Elder should be leading his wife 

and children well, according to God’s Word.   

 

Upright / Holy / Disciplined:  An Elder’s top priority should be to live an upright and holy life 

that expresses his love for Christ in all that he does.  

 

 


