
 Worldview Conversation - Wk 2 
 Objective vs Subjective Morality,  Deception, & Thinking Christianly 

 Definition of a Biblical Worldview: 

 A set of  beliefs  about life, and the  world  , based on God’s  unchanging Word  which determines how we  live 

 OBJECTIVE vs SUBJECTIVE MORALITY: 

 ●  Q:  What is Objective Truth / Morality? 

 ○  Simply put…  Objective truth  (morality)  is something that is TRUE independent of circumstance, 

 how we think  (beliefs)  , or how we feel. 

 ●  Q:  What is Subjective Truth / Morality? 

 ○  Simply put…  Subjective truth  (morality)  is something that is TRUE based on the circumstance, 

 feelings, or preferences  (beliefs)  of an individual. 

 ●  Q:  What truth / morality do you believe our culture lives by? 

 In many ways our current culture attempts to live by a hybrid of subjective and objective morality.  There are 

 some truths which we as a culture believe are inherently wrong (immoral), while there are other truths that 

 we as a culture believe are dependent upon the preference or feelings of an individual. 

 Let me give you some examples… 

 ●  There is zero argument that murder is wrong (immoral).  There is zero argument that theft is wrong 

 (immoral). 

 ●  On the other hand, truths regarding sex, sexuality, and marriage are dependent on the feelings, or 

 beliefs of an individual. 

 The problem is that you can’t actually have it both ways.  But - the conflict does highlight one very important 

 reality.  Our  creator made us to innately understand good and bad, right and wrong.  Objective morality is 

 hardwired into us.  Subjective morality is a result of our sin nature. 



 For the sake of our conversation we are going to make the assumption that all of us believe that there is 

 Objective Truth and that it is revealed to us in God’s Word. 

 ●  Challenge:  While we are making the above assumption I want to challenge you to ask yourself “Why 

 do I believe the Bible is true?  How do you know? 

 DECEPTION & TRUTH: 

 In one sentence or less answer the following… “What is Satan’s gameplan? 

 ●  Answer:  DECEPTION 

 ●  It is why Paul wrote this challenge to the church in Colossae:  6  So then, just as you received Christ Jesus 

 as Lord, continue to live in him,  7  rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were 

 taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.  8  See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and 

 deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basic principles of this world rather 

 than on Christ. 

 What is the best way to deceive someone? 

 ●  Answer:  To stay as close to the truth as possible 

 Let’s look at two passages that show the master of deception at work. 

 Genesis 3:1-6a  (NLT) 

 The serpent was the shrewdest of all the wild animals the Lord God had made. One day he asked the woman, 

 “Did God really say you must not eat the fruit from any of the trees in the garden?” 

 2  “Of course we may eat fruit from the trees in the garden,” the woman replied.  3  “It’s only the fruit from the 

 tree in the middle of the garden that we are not allowed to eat. God said, ‘You must not eat it or even touch it; 

 if you do, you will die.’” 

 4  “You won’t die!” the serpent replied to the woman.  5  “God knows that your eyes will be opened as soon as 

 you eat it, and you will be like God, knowing both good and evil.” 

 6  The woman was convinced. 

 ●  Satan’s first question was close to the truth but not completely true 

 ●  While it didn’t trip Eve up immediately, we do see that it affected her because in her reply she added 

 “or even touch it,” which is something God did not say. 

 ●  Then Satan replies with deception.  Explaining that “you will surely die” was a deception of God to keep 

 her from knowing the truth.  In essence he appealed to her pride and convinced her that God’s plan 

 was holding her back, rather than providing her freedom. 



 Matthew 4:1-10  (NLT) 

 Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted there by the devil.  2  For forty days and forty 

 nights he fasted and became very hungry. 

 3  During that time the devil came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become 

 loaves of bread.” 

 4  But Jesus told him, “No! The Scriptures say, 

 ‘People do not live by bread alone, 

 but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 

 5  Then the devil took him to the holy city, Jerusalem, to the highest point of the Temple,  6  and said, “If you are 

 the Son of God, jump off! For the Scriptures say, 

 ‘He will order his angels to protect you. 

 And they will hold you up with their hands 

 so you won’t even hurt your foot on a stone.’” 

 7  Jesus responded, “The Scriptures also say, ‘You must not test the Lord your God.’” 

 8  Next the devil took him to the peak of a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world 

 and their glory.  9  “I will give it all to you,” he said, “if you will kneel down and worship me.” 

 10  “Get out of here, Satan,” Jesus told him. “For the Scriptures say, 

 ‘You must worship the Lord your God 

 and serve only him.’” 

 ●  During this encounter Satan used the actual truth in an attempt to deceive Jesus. 
 ●  His deception this time wasn't a distortion of the truth, since he quoted scripture - but a distortion of 

 the application and purpose of the scripture. 

 ●  But Jesus knew the Word of God and thus was able to counteract the deception with Truth. 



 THINKING CHRISTIANLY & CRITICALLY: 

 Let’s look at two things that we interact with on a daily basis: 

 ●  Smartphones -  specifically social media 

 ●  Entertainment -  specifically TV - Movies 

 ●  What are some of the ideas - worldviews - presented through these two things that sound really good, 

 that sound true but you don’t think line up with God’s Word? 

 ●  How can we think Christianly and Critically about these two things? 

 Understand the Affects: 

 ●  Screens affect how we  assess truth.  Social media has given a global voice to everyone to speak about 

 anything regardless of if they have earned the right to speak about those things.  Credence has been 

 given to the most popular over the most knowledgeable or wise. 

 ●  Screens affect us  emotionally.  We often use them to keep us busy so that we don’t have to deal with 

 our real emotions - hurt, pain, fear, loneliness, etc…  They serve as a distraction. 

 ●  Screens affect us  spiritually.  There is much that could be said here, but the biggest is that they have 

 created in us that everything is about us. 

 ●  Screens affect our  identity.  Popularity begins to supplant inherent value which often leads to 

 compromise. 

 ●  Screens affect our  relationships.  Image is king, often resulting in greater concern about the impression 

 we make than we do about making genuine friends.  Our pursuit of an image or brand hinders 

 friendship because friendship sees our flaws which can damage our image. 

 Think Critically not Mindlessly: 

 One of my favorite things to do,  when I have time  , is to sit back, shift my mind into neutral, and be entertained 

 by a movie.  While there is nothing overtly wrong with this (assuming your movie choice is appropriate) there 

 is an underlying danger so subtle we rarely give it any attention.  What’s the danger?  Because we often shift 

 our minds into neutral and let down our guards, movies can be a very powerful means of persuasion. 

 Here are few questions written by Sean McDowell that can help you think Christianly and Critically about TV 

 and Movies: 



 ●  What is good about this movie that I can praise?  What should I be concerned about? 

 ●  Do I see the consequences of sin, or are sinful actions ignored - or even praised? 

 ●  What is the “moral of the story?”  As Christians, can we embrace it, or should we be concerned? 

 ●  How are Christians or other religious people portrayed in the film / show?  Is it a fair representation? 

 ●  Is there a worldview behind the film / show?  If so, what is it? 

 Romans 12:2  (NLT) 

 Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by 
 changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, which is good and pleasing 
 and perfect. 

 ●  Paul challenges us to continuously invite God to transform us by changing how we think, so that we will 

 not think and behave like the world around us. 

 ●  I like how Sean McDowell states Paul’s challenge in his book “A Rebel’s Manifesto.”  “Rather than 

 passively adopting the ideas of the world we live in, we must actively learn how to think Christianly 

 about all of life.” 


