
Lenses:
Man’s Rebellion: Part 2

We must remember from last week:
-  There is a battle going on around us all the time.  

The enemy of God hates His creation.  He hates you and me as His children.
-  He will do whatever it takes to deceive God’s creation into following him in 
the kingdom of darkness instead of receiving God’s gift and the Kingdom of 
Light.  

We have to understand this as a critical part of our Biblical Worldview.
-  We must know there are two kingdoms at war around us.
-  We must know that the enemy is a liar and a thief AND has NO AUTHORITY 
over us.
-  We must know that God, our Creator, offers us a beautiful life in His 
Kingdom and He is ready to adopt anyone of us as His child if we’re not there 
yet.

These are critical as we build our BWV. 

WHY:  
Remember we talked about this quote:
The most dangerous enemy you will ever face is the one that you pay no 
attention to.

It is so easy for us to be deceived and lead in the wrong direction when we are 
not prepared for the attacks of the enemy.

CULTURE:  And, you must pay attention to the way he is at work in our 
current culture.
-  He is working to normalize all sin.
-  He is using everything he can to keep us busy, distracted, focused on the 
wrong things, etc. 

We must pay attention to the battle going on around us.  

This is, again, the reason we are so focused on developing a BWV.  
-  We must know what the Word of God says if we’re going to live by it.



Look at what Paul shared with the Corinthian People.  He’s sharing his heart 
with them and says…

2 Corinthians 11:3-4
3 But I am afraid that just as Eve was deceived by the serpent’s cunning, your 
minds may somehow be led astray from your sincere and pure devotion to 
Christ.
**This is for Christ followers as well!

 We don’t want anyone led astray.  Especially because we’re just not paying 
attention to what’s happening around us. 
-  We definitely don’t want our next generation led astray.  
-  The enemy is working overtime to deceive them and distract them right out 
of our churches and families.

So, what step can we take today to begin fighting back in this battle?
-  We can wake up every day and prepare…

Ephesians 6:10-18
10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the full 
armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. 12 

For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against 
the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual 
forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 13 Therefore put on the full armor of God, 
so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and 
after you have done everything, to stand. 14 Stand firm then, with the belt of 
truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in 
place, 15 and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the 
gospel of peace. 16 In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which 
you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17 Take the helmet of 
salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 18 And pray in 
the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in 
mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.

Priscilla Shirer Quote:
“When you have a strong, stable, well-supported core, you can’t easily be led 
astray by the enemy’s clever lies.  Gird yourself with truth, and you’re on 
guard from the word go.”  Priscilla Shirer



I hope and pray that you will wrap yourself up in the armor of God every 
morning so that you can win the daily battles with the enemy.
-  Protect the heart and soul.
-  Protect the mind.
-  Protect the feet for strong foundation.
-  Always wrap yourself in the TRUTH!
-  Arm yourself with the sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God.
**And, then watch how GOD uses all of that to protect you against our enemy.

Transition:

Now, I also believe that one of our best defensive tactics against the enemy is 
to “know his plan.”

Here’s something really great to know:  Satan showed us his entire plan in 
his first appearance in the Garden.
-  And, he is still using the same plan today!

So, if we study his plan, and gain an understanding of how he works, we have 
a better chance of defeating him and his plan for us.

Today we get to see the first step in this battle that took place on earth.
-  This was the first temptation in the Garden.  And the verses that moved us 
all from Genesis 1-2 to where we are today:

Genesis 3:1-13
3 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God 
had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from 
any tree in the garden’?” 2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit 
from the trees in the garden, 3 but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the 
tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will 
die.’ ” 4 “You will not surely die,” the serpent said to the woman. 5 “For God 
knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like 
God, knowing good and evil.” 6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree 
was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining 
wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who 
was with her, and he ate it. 7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and 
they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made 



coverings for themselves. 8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the 
Lord God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid 
from the Lord God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the Lord God called to 
the man, “Where are you?” 10 He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I 
was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.” 11 And he said, “Who told you that 
you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded you not to 
eat from?” 12 The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me 
some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.” 13 Then the Lord God said to the woman, 
“What is this you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and 
I ate.”

Where we’re headed:  There is a lot to this story.  Especially when we’re 
looking at the “Big Story of God”.
-  In the next couple of weeks, we’ll see what happened to Adam and Eve after 
this section of the story.
-  We’ll see how this helps us answer the questions like “Why does God allow 
bad stuff to happen?” etc.
-  And, we’ll see what took place in all of creation as a result of this specific 
section.

But, for today, I want to dissect the plan of the enemy so that you and I can be 
better prepared to handle his attacks when he comes after us.

1.  The enemy was “crafty”.

Truth:  Every good enemy is crafty!  
-  Football teams with sneaky plays
- Armies going into battle with a secret “night attack”.
-  Even in games you play with your friends, it’s all always good to hold a little 
info back for a special moment.

3 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God 
had made.

To Clarify:  Revelation 12:9
9 The great dragon was hurled down—that ancient serpent called the devil, or 
Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his 
angels with him.
-  The serpent in the Garden was Satan.



Notice:  He did not just walk into the Garden as Satan and tell Eve, “Hey, eat 
this fruit and die so I can destroy God’s beautiful plan.”

He knew he had to have a better plan than that.

In the Ezekiel description we see that Satan was created as “a model of 
perfection; full of wisdom and perfect in beauty.”  He was covered with every 
precious stone. 

Now, we don’t really know how he looked in the garden but you can know for 
sure he looked however he needed to in order to be appealing to Eve.

This is why we know him as 
The deceiver.
A manipulator.
A liar.
And, he will do whatever he needs to do in order to get Eve away from God.

LISTEN:  He does the exact same thing to you and me today!

Have you ever noticed that Satan doesn’t tempt you with things you don’t like?
-  EX:  I have never been overwhelmed with temptation to be sinful by eating 
too much Colliflower.  Why not?  Because I hate Colliflower!
-  Satan knows that!!  

When he is trying to tempt you, and get you to follow him over following our 
God, he will work every possible angle.  
-  And, if you’re not paying attention, you’ll fall easily into his trap.

2.  He distorted the truth to cause confusion.

Like I’ve said before, “The best lie is one that is mostly true.”
-  Satan didn’t directly attack God’s Word.  He manipulated it to introduce 
doubt.  
-  If he could get Eve to doubt God’s Word, then he could distort the truth 
without her even noticing.

Genesis 3:1b



He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in 
the garden’?”

Did God really say that?  NO!  
-  God actually said, “you can eat from any tree in the Garden except this one 
tree in the middle of the Garden”.

Why is this such a big part of his strategy?
-  First, confusion causes doubt.  If he can get Eve confused about what God 
really said, then he can begin to challenge it.
-  Second, He wants her focused more on what she “can’t have” than on what 
she can have.

FOR US:  
Look at the most popular worldview in our culture today.  Sadly, even the 
most popular in many churches.

Moralistic Therapeutic Deism (MTD)
-  Just be nice to people.
-  Make sure you take care of yourself.
-  Know that God is there but He won’t really bother you.
-  Everybody is going to end up in Heaven anyway.

That all sounds awesome.
Problem is it’s just not the truth!!

Which is why we must know the truth so we won’t be deceived.

3.  Eve added a piece to the story that God didn’t really say.

Do you have any of those famous quotes that people believe are in the Bible 
but they’re really not in there?

Money is the root of all evil
God works in mysterious ways
God helps those who help themselves
God won’t give you more than you can handle



Truth:  God’s Word does make it clear that we are not to add things to the 
Bible.  And, that’s exactly what Eve did.

Genesis 3:2-3
2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the 
garden, 3 but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the 
middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’ ”

Now, why did this happen?
-  Was this just Eve making things up?
-  Was this Adam’s fault for not communicating well?

Adam and Eve:  I can totally see that happening…

FOR US:
As we’ve said, a huge part of Satan’s strategy is to get us to distort God’s Word.  
If he can get us to add things that are not in there, then it’s easy to begin to 
question the whole thing.

4.  He encourages Eve to question the character of God.  

Today he would just need to use a political add of any kind.
-  What can they say in a 30 second commercial to make us question the 
character of the opponent.

Genesis 3:4-5
4 “You will not surely die,” the serpent said to the woman. 5 “For God knows 
that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 
knowing good and evil.”

For Us:
-  When you don’t get that job… Satan is the one right there whispering, “See, 
God’s not really gonna provide for you.”
-  When the relationship doesn’t work out and you are lonely… “See, I told you 
God wouldn’t “always be there” for you.  Now you’re all alone.”

5.  Eve gave in to temptation and she and Adam chose to disobey God.

Why does Satan have to deceive us?



-  Because he has no authority over us!

Here’s what that means:  Every time you take action that is against God 
(commit a sin) it is by your choice.

Look at the story:

Genesis 3:5-6
6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and 
pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and 
ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it.

Satan was crafty, he deceived Eve and confused her, he made her question the 
character of our God, her Creator, and lied to her the whole time…

But, when she ate that fruit, it was HER DECISION!
-  When Adam ate the fruit, it was HIS DECISION!

And, here we are…
-  Still fighting that enemy as he still tries to kill and destroy God’s children.

-  And, we still have a choice to make.  Which kingdom are we going to allow to 
have influence over our lives?

HUGE:  Everything we’re saying about a Biblical Worldview, and definitely 
everything that we’ve looked at today, is to help us be able to stand up against 
the Devils schemes and say “NO” to his many temptations.  

Challenge:  So, what do we do?

Put on the Armor
Pay Attention to the Enemy
Know the Word of God
Pray Continuously!

Priscilla Shirer:  
“Prayer weakens and unravels the enemy’s attacks, and spiritual battles are 
WON in prayer.”


