
 Lenses:  How You View the World 
 “Man’s Rebellion” 

 Intro: 
 Your name is a light that the shadows can’t deny 
 Your name cannot be overcome; 
 Your name is alive forever lifted high 
 Your name cannot be overcome! 

 We really have to get this down before we go where we’re going today! 

 Prayer 

 Big Questions: 
 Why do bad things happen to good people? 
 Why does God allow things like the 9/11 tragedy? 
 Why do we still deal with racism and hatred of all kinds in our world today? 

 These are huge questions that the world continues to ask at the breaking of 
 every news story… 
 And, the answers are CRITICALLY RELATED to our Worldview! 

 That is literally where we get the answers to these questions. 
 -  Our understanding of… 

 -  Who is God? 
 -  Who is man and why are we here? 
 -  Who is the ultimate ruler of all of creation? 
 -  Where do we get our value? 
 -  What is the “Big Story of God” and where do we fit? 

 But, in order to really understand these things, and then to be able to apply 
 them as answers to the  Big Questions  in our world  today, we must have a 
 good understanding of what takes place in Genesis 3. 

 -  And, that’s where we’re headed today. 

 Because, if you don’t have an understanding of Genesis 3, much of the Bible 
 will not make sense to you at all. 



 Key things that we must get to: 

 What went wrong and why do we need a Savior? 

 We’re building our foundation out of what we’ve learned in Genesis 1-2. 
 -  Everything was beautiful and perfect. 
 -  Adam and Eve had a perfect and personal relationship with God, their 
 Creator. 
 -  There was complete peace and harmony throughout the Garden. 

 6 chapters later, God, the Creator of all, is wiping out almost the entire 
 population because… 

 Genesis 6:5-6 
 5  The Lord saw how great man’s wickedness on the earth  had become, and that 
 every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time.  6  The 
 Lord was grieved that he had made man on the earth, and his heart was filled 
 with pain. 

 And, 9/11 
 And, another school shooting 
 And, so on and so on… 

 So, how did we get from life in Genesis 2 to life in 2022? 

 Well, that’s all in Chapter 3: 

 Now, in order to get into that, we need a little background of what happened in 
 Creation  before chapter 3. 

 God created two different types of beings:  Spirit Beings and Human 
 Beings. 
 The Angels and the Humans 
 -  At some point, there was a battle in Heaven. 

 -  We don’t have a lot of details about what happened in this battle but we do 
 know that Satan, known as Lucifer, was no longer good with following God, but 
 he wanted to BE God. 



 And, here we see what most people believe is the response to that battle: 

 Ezekiel 28:15-17 
 15  You were blameless in your ways from the day you  were created till 
 wickedness was found in you.  16  Through your widespread  trade you were 
 filled with violence, and you sinned. So I drove you in disgrace from the mount 
 of God, and I expelled you, O guardian cherub, from among the fiery stones. 
 17  Your heart became proud on account of your beauty,  and you corrupted your 
 wisdom because of your splendor. So I threw you to the earth; I made a 
 spectacle of you before kings. 

 So, Satan becomes proud of his own beauty, (he decides to turn the mirror 
 toward himself) and then sins against God. 
 -  This is where the battle talks place. 
 -  Satan wants to defeat God and take His place as ruler over all. 

 As a result of this battle, Satan is kicked out of Heaven and takes 1/3 of the 
 Angels with him. 
 -  These Angels became the demons that we still know of today. 

 From that point on  , there have been two different  kingdoms involved in the 
 Big Story of God. 

 God’s Kingdom  :  The Kingdom built on the truth that  God ACTUALLY has all 
 power and authority 
 **Jeff is starting a series on this Kingdom right now on Wed nights.  You would 
 benefit greatly by being a part of that if you can. 

 And  Satan’s kingdom  :  The kingdom built on lies and  deception lead by a 
 fallen angel that actually has absolutely no authority. 

 This is the kingdom that is constantly trying to get as many people as possible 
 to stay under the influence of its lies and deception, and not enter into God’s 
 Kingdom. 

 Let’s look at some passages that give us a picture of what this looks like: 

 I John 5:19 



 19  We know that we are children of God, and that the whole world is under the 
 control of the evil one. 

 Ephesians 2:1-3 
 2  As for you, you were dead in your transgressions  and sins,  2  in which you 
 used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the 
 kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 
 3  All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying  the cravings of our 
 sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by 
 nature objects of wrath 

 Objects of Wrath  :  We are actually not the enemy that  Satan hates the most. 
 -  Satan’s actual battle is with God and his hatred is toward God. 
 -  However, we are therefore the “objects of his wrath” that he uses to hurt his 
 real enemy. 

 2 Corinthians 4:4 
 4  The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers,  so that they cannot 
 see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 

 Revelation 12:9 
 …that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world 
 astray. 

 Listen:  Satan’s plan is to lie and deceive in order  to keep his influence over all 
 of God’s creation. 

 BIG PICTURE: 
 Satan was an angel created by God. 
 He decided He didn’t want to submit to God anymore so he went to battle to 
 take God’s place. 
 God threw him out of Heaven, onto the Earth and guaranteed him his ultimate 
 death for all eternity. 

 So, what does Satan do to get back at God? 
 -  He focuses on hurting, controlling, and destroying as many of God’s precious 
 creations as possible. 
 -  You and I are God’s prized possessions. 

 RIGHT?  He has your picture on His fridge. 



 What better way to hurt God, and try to build your own kingdom on Earth, 
 than to hurt as many of God’s precious creations as possible? 

 So, that has been and is still today the story of the two kingdoms. 
 -  And, you and I had better recognize that this is where we’re living right now. 

 This is HUGELY CRITICAL information in developing and living out a Biblical 
 Worldview! 

 So, let’s clarify  : 
 In God’s Kingdom, God is the ultimate ruler of all of creation. 
 -  He had total authority over everything, and everyone that has been created. 
 -  And, He invites all of creation to be a part of His Kingdom. 

 Now, in Satan’s kingdom, he has no actual authority over us as God’s creation. 
 -  That’s why he has the name “Deceiver”. 
 -  He must lie, cheat, and manipulate to convince people to follow his ways. 

 Because of Adam and Eve’s sin, you and I are all born under the influence of 
 the worldly kingdom. 

 Colossians 1:13 
 13  For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness  and brought us into 
 the kingdom of the Son he loves, 

 If you are a Christ-follower today, it is because God rescued you from the 
 dominion of darkness and brought us into the Kingdom of God! 

 So, since we’re all born under the sin and death of the worldly kingdom… 

 God, through His Son’s death on the cross, gives us an opportunity to move 
 from this worldly kingdom to His Kingdom. 

 And, Satan’s number one goal is to keep as many of us in his kingdom as 
 possible. 



 But, the best news of the day is that, if you and I are still living under the 
 influence of Satan’s kingdom, it’s because we’re choosing to give him influence 
 over us. 
 -  He really doesn’t have control!!! 

 And, we can surrender our hearts to Jesus and transfer kingdoms any time 
 we’re ready. 

 Worldview Issue: 
 What we will see next week in the start of Genesis 3 is how Satan tempted Eve 
 and convinced her to sin against God. 
 -  Here’s a hint:  He challenged her WORLDVIEW!! 

 - Who is God really? 
 -  Can you really trust Him? 
 -  Does He really have authority over you? 
 -  Is He really providing you all that you need or is He holding back the 
 good stuff? 

 These are all questions people are still asking today and the only way to defeat 
 his lies is to know the truth. 
 -  With a Biblical Worldview!!! 

 The Struggle for Today: 

 Most people today live like they don’t know there’s a battle going on! 

 And, listen to me very carefully here:  The most dangerous  enemy you will 
 ever face is the one that you pay no attention to. 

 Paul reminds us of this in his letter to the Ephesians: 

 Ephesians 6:10-12 
 10  Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty  power.  11  Put on the full 
 armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes.  12 

 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against 
 the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual 
 forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 

 Three things that happen when pay no attention to the battle: 



 1.  We won’t be prepared to fight. 

 The Scriptures make it quite clear that the enemy of God will bring attacks, 
 temptations, deception, etc. to try and influence us to walk in darkness. 

 If you are not prepared for this, he will easily defeat you and you will be living 
 according to the flesh before you know it. 

 2.  We will have no urgency about spiritual things. 

 Oh, what’s the big deal. 
 -  You guys need to calm down on the spiritual stuff. 

 But, when we don’t recognize that there is an enemy that is fighting and 
 working constantly to keep his influence over the hearts of your children, your 
 neighbors, your school friends, then you don’t live in the urgency of the battle. 
 -  We don’t evangelize 
 -  We don’t pray diligently for our friends and our family members 
 -  We get into the mindset that, ultimately, everything will be fine and we’ll all 
 go to Heaven anyway. 

 And, if you’re not on your knees praying hard over your children, and your 
 nieces and nephews, and the children in this world, then you obviously do not 
 understand that the enemy is very real and working at all times to  keep your 
 children  from totally surrendering their lives to  their Creator! 

 3.  We will allow the enemy to do his work and never even notice. 

 Do you guys realize how Satan is working in this world right now to keep us 
 distracted so that we don’t pay any attention to what he is really doing? 

 -  He’s keeping us too busy! 
 -  He’s using Hollywood and social media to “normalize” sinful patterns. 
 -  He’s working to de-sensitize us to the satanic things in our world. 

 - Witchcraft 
 -  Sorcery 
 -  Shows called “Little Demon”, Avatar, Harry Potter, the Twilight series. 
 Uh-oh!! 



 EX  :  Anyone remember back in the day when we watched  “Bewitched”. 
 -  You know, Samantha, the nice, kind, blonde lady that could do magic by 
 wiggling her nose? 

 Challenge: 
 We must recognize that we’re in a battle every day. 
 We must guard our hearts, and those around us from the influence of the evil 
 one. 
 We must be reminded that Satan has no authority and any influence he has 
 over us is given to him by us.  We can choose to follow the Spirit in the 
 Kingdom of God. 

 So, which kingdom has the most influence over your heart today? 

 Time of Response: 

 Broken Vessels: 
 -  We may be broken but we are overwhelmingly covered by His Amazing 
 Grace! 

 Allow the Father to pour that out all over you this morning. 
 -  And, simply respond to Him. 


