
 Lenses:  How You View the World 
 “Creation and Our Response” 

 Think about the song we just sang:  “So Will I” 

 God of creation, there at the start, before the beginning of time; 
 With no point of reference, You spoke to the dark, and fleshed out the wonder of 
 light; 
 And as You speak, 100 billion galaxies are born, in the vapor of Your breath the 
 planets form, 
 I can see Your heart in everything You’ve made… 
 And if Creation sings Your praises, so will I! 

 Remember  : 
 Intro:  The Metanarrative:  The Big Story of God! 

 Starts with Creation! 

 Genesis 1:31 
 31  God saw all that he had made, and it was very good.  And there was evening, 
 and there was morning—the sixth day. 

 Man was not the only thing that God called “very good”. 
 -  He said the “whole of creation” was very good. 

 I think we need a reminder of that sometimes. 
 -  We’ve gotten comfortable with life “after the fall” in Genesis 3, but we skip 
 the beauty of Gen 1 and 2 and the story of God’s beautiful Creation. 

 We must know: 
 -  There was a plan for the earth before Genesis 3, before Adam and Eve invited 
 sin into the mix. 

 Here a couple of critical things we find there: 

 Definitions  :  Value, Marriage, Identity, Absolute  Truth… 
 -  God as Creator 
 -  God as Provider 
 -  God as RULER over ALL 



 Expectations  : He expected Adam and Eve to work the garden. 

 Genesis 2:15 
 15  The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden  of Eden to work it and 
 take care of it 

 We have decided that “work” came after the fall, in our rebellion. 
 -  Man, if Adam and Eve hadn’t sinned, I wouldn’t have to come to this terrible 
 job every day! 

 Blessing and Commissioning: 

 Genesis 1:28 
 28  God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful  and increase in number; fill 
 the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air 
 and over every living creature that moves on the ground 

 HUGE:  God blessed them and then gave them their next steps. 
 -  Critical  :  God blessed them so that they would  have everything they needed 
 to do what He was sending them to do. 

 So, what does that mean for us today? 

 1.  Whatever He defined in the beginning is still defined for today. 

 2.  We should see work as an opportunity to bring Him glory. 
 -  Our work life and spiritual life should not be separated. 

 Colossians 3:17 
 17  And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do  it all in the name of the 
 Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

 3.  God has been a “blessing God” and a “sending God” from the very beginning. 

 TWO THINGS: 
 -  God will always bring you the blessing you need in order to do what He has 
 sent you to do. 
 -  When God blesses you, it is SO THAT you will go and do what He has sent 
 you to do. 



 Here’s why this is so critical  :  It makes no difference  for us to study and learn 
 about having a Biblical Worldview if we don’t allow it to change the way we 
 see the world around us. 

 This was God’s creation:  It was the “  normal  ” of life  before the Fall. 

 The world has this backwards.  Normal vs. Abnormal 

 When Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden, that was NOT NORMAL! 
 -  That was the first-time sin entered the world. 

 However, only 1 chapter later, Cain kills his brother, Abel. 
 And, then by chapter 6, we see this: 

 Genesis 6:5-7 
 5  The Lord saw how great man’s wickedness on the earth  had become, and that 
 every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time.  6  The 
 Lord was grieved that he had made man on the earth, and his heart was filled 
 with pain.  7  So the Lord said, “I will wipe mankind,  whom I have created, from 
 the face of the earth—men and animals, and creatures that move along the 
 ground, and birds of the air—for I am grieved that I have made them 

 It was about 1500 years between creation and total depravity! 
 -  They had definitely “normalized” sin! 

 Today, it’s been over 4000 years since the flood.  Since God reset the world. 
 -  And, we see that, just days after they come off of the ark, the sin began again. 

 Where does that put us today:  Our world has made sin Normal and anything 
 that looks anything like Jesus, or the way the world was originally created, is 
 Abnormal. 

 And, the “world agenda” is to continue to make sin more and more of the 
 normal pattern of this world. 

 EX  :  Sue Byrd – WNBA – Just want to make it normal… 
 -  The homosexual lifestyle is simply not normal according to God’s created 
 order. 



 But, the more normal you make it sound, the more accepted it can be. 

 EX  :  Disney owned FX has come out with a show called  “Little Demon”. 
 -  Animated cartoon about the life of a child “anti-christ” and Satan, her dad. 

 Here’s the huge problem:  When you make something that is dangerous seem 
 normal, it can hurt you quickly. 

 EX  :  If you teach your children that finding a snake  in the woods is normal and 
 they shouldn’t be afraid, that becomes a problem when they pick up the wrong 
 snake. 

 Problem is this: 

 “The way God created the world is the standard by which we should judge the 
 way things in the world ought to be.” 

 Next problem is this:  Most of us have been way more influenced by the 
 patterns of this world than we realize. 

 If you want to develop, and live by, a Biblical Worldview, you must have a 
 renewing of your mind. 

 Romans 12:2 
 2  Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this  world, but be transformed 
 by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what 
 God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 

 Listen  :  As a child of the King, you cannot live any  longer according to the 
 pattern of this world!!!! 

 You must THINK DIFFERENTLY than the world around you. 

 We simply cannot claim Christ as our Savior and Lord, claim to see the world 
 through the eyes of God’s Word, and then continue to live like the rest of the 
 world. 
 And, you can’t just keep using “grace” as your excuse to keep living like the 
 world! 



 Biggest Question  in two different meetings this week: 
 “Ok, we’ve learned about our identity as God’s children.  Now, how do we live 
 that out in the real world?” 

 So, before we move on in the Big Story of God, we have to deal with that 
 question: 

 And, it’s probably a 6-week study and a life-long process of learning… 

 But, here we go… 

 1.  You have to know who you are in Christ Jesus. 
 Identity in Christ: 
 -  Forgiven 
 -  Sanctified 
 -  Made Holy 
 -  Righteous 

 Jesus has declared you NOT GUILTY! 
 -  All of this has been done FOR you by Jesus. 

 This simply has to be your starting point every day! 

 2.  You have to be filled with Holy Spirit. 
 Living according to our Biblical Worldview requires a filling of Holy Spirit. 
 -  Daily filling and surrender… 

 From Jeff’s Basic Training: 
 -  Holy Spirit liberates us from sin so that we can be transformed to the image 
 of the Son. (2 Cor. 3:17-18) 
 -  When we walk in the Spirit, we don’t fulfill the desires of the flesh. (Gal. 
 5:16-17) 
 -  Living according to the Spirit is the only way we can please God.  (Romans 
 8:5-8) 

 3.  You have to abide in Christ more than plan for your day. 
 -  Jesus says, “Apart from Me, you can do nothing” (John 15:5) 



 This all starts with your decision to follow Christ and live as an Image of Him 
 in the world today. 


