
Lenses:  How You View the World
“Restoration”

Creation/Rebellion/Redemption/Restoration

We have walked through each of the first three stages of God’s Big Story. 

Creation, Rebellion, and then so thankfully celebrating God’s Redemption. 
-  We are living in the stage of Redemption and looking forward to God’s 
complete restoration.

Here’s what we know about this next stage:

Restoration:  Returning something to it’s original state.

God has been working His plan to Restore creation to its original state since 
the moment Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden.
-  The entire earth has walked through Rebellion!
-  Then, He sent Jesus to redeem His Creation.
-  And, one day, in the future, He will restore all of Creation into what it was 
originally supposed to be, and even better.

Look at what we can see from John’s Revelation about what that restoration 
will look like:

Revelation 21:1-5
21 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first 
earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, 
the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 
beautifully dressed for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne 
saying, “Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They 
will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 4 He 
will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning 
or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” 
5 He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!”

God is making EVERYTHING new.
-  Notice He does not say, “I’m making a NEW everything.”



I believe this teaching shows us that God will not replace the current earth of 
His creation, but He will restore it to the earth He created it to be.  

And look how John describes the scene on this New Earth:
-  The dwelling of God is with men,
-  And, He will live with them,
-  God Himself will be with them and be their God.
-  He will wipe away every tear
-  No more death or mourning or crying or pain. 
-  GOD WILL BE SEATED ON THE THRONE!!

Helpful Info:  As children of God, we will not spend all of eternity in Heaven 
floating around on clouds with God. 
-  Heaven as we know it is a temporary holding place where our spirit goes 
when we die physically on this earth.
-  There will come a day after that when we see the end of time as we know it, 
and Jesus brings the “Not Yet” and destroys death once and for all.

After that…
-  We see what Paul wrote in…
Philippians 3:20-21
20 But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who, by the power that enables him to bring 
everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will 
be like his glorious body.

We will be given our newly “restored” bodies and allowed to live on the New 
Earth with our New Heaven.

And, God will be right there waking amongst us!!

And, then we see the next step:

Revelation 22:5
5 There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light 
of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign for ever 
and ever.

At that time, man will reign for ever and ever!



Look at this process:

-  He restores His creation and gives us a NEW restored version of Heaven 
and Earth.

- This does not mean He throws the old one out and starts over.  He 
actually uses the old one to restore it to it’s original state.

-  He restores our bodies and gives us our Newly restored glorious body!!
- Remember, Adam and Eve in the Garden were not dying until sin came 
along.  He will renew that with our new glorious bodies.

-  He restores our ability to “reign”.  
- Remember He told Adam and Eve to rule and reign over the Earth.

-  They lost that opportunity when sin was invited in.

- But, in the New Heaven and New Earth, mankind will once again rule 
and reign.  That is restoration!!

-   Remember what I said earlier:  “He will restore it and make it even better 
that originally created”?

- I struggled with that quite a bit because I couldn’t see a picture of how 
the restored version could be any better than the “perfect” original.

- And, then I figured it out:  There will be no evil, nor any opportunity 
for evil, on the New Earth!

And, that would make the restored version even better than the original.

And, for those that have been saved by grace through faith, they get to live for 
eternity WITH GOD on the New Earth!

Transition:

Now, that is some awesome news, and it’s good to clear up what that will look 
like once it happens.  
-  And, I know some of you would love for me to spend the next series 
discussing exactly how and when it will happen.



But, that’s not what I think is most important on this topic right now.  
The important part is how this knowledge effects the way we live until that 
time.

Here’s what we’ve learned:  “Our God is a Restoring God”
-  He is in the business of taking things back to their original planned state.

And, He is also doing that with us!

Look at the desire for restoration in Scripture:

Psalm 51:12 David starts with “Have mercy on me…”
12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to 
sustain me.

2 Corinthians 13:9 ESV
9 For we are glad when we are weak and you are strong. Your restoration is 
what we pray for.

Psalm 23:1-2
1 The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not be in want. 2 He makes me lie down in 
green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, 3 he restores my soul.

How many times have you prayed for God to restore you?
-  “Please God, I am lost and broken.  Restore my soul!!”

Here’s the good news:  God is a “restoring God”!
-  And, He can restore you as well.

How does this work with the “Already/Not Yet” concept?
-  He is restoring us as His children as we still walk in this world of flesh every 
day.
-  Yes, there will come a day where we see Him face to face and FULL 
restoration will take place.

But, let’s look at what He is already doing in restoring us.

1.  He has already restored our relationship with Him.



How does He do that?  
-  He doesn’t physically walk through the garden daily but He does live INSIDE 
of us through Holy Spirit.
-  So, He has restored a relationship.  

We have GOD living inside of us to guide us, heal us, lead us, etc.
-  Scripture says we can come boldly before the throne of God anytime we 
want.  (Through Holy Spirit that lives inside of us)
-  **There are people living in your own house that are not that available to 
you!

Now, I get it:  This is in the middle of the Already and Not Yet.
-  But the Already (Holy Spirit in us) covers for the Not Yet (when one day we 
will be with our Father in Heaven and on the New Earth. 

We must make a point to recognize that we are walking in relationship with 
the Father right now, even in the midst of this world.

2.  When God restores us, He makes us even better than the original.  

See, first of all, we’ve never been good.  
-  We were born into this sinful state.  

But, what could this statement really mean?
-  Each time God restores you from something, He is restoring you with a new 
piece of wisdom and knowledge that you’ve learned from where you’ve been.

Remember Hosea and Gomer?  God was able to use Hosea as His prophet 
because he had gone through what God was seeing.
-  And, he was better for it.  

Look at the story of Job:

Job 42:10-12
10 After Job had prayed for his friends, the Lord made him prosperous again 
and gave him twice as much as he had before. 11 All his brothers and sisters 
and everyone who had known him before came and ate with him in his house. 



They comforted and consoled him over all the trouble the Lord had brought 
upon him, and each one gave him a piece of silver and a gold ring. 
12 The Lord blessed the latter part of Job’s life more than the first.

God restored Job’s life with even more blessings than he had before. 

So, two ways to see this:
-  When we surrender our lives to our Creator, He restores us to what He had 
planned when He designed us in the womb.  THAT’S HUGE!
-  And, as we walk through this life, and we fall and miss the mark, as He 
restores us each time He can use our story for even more than He could 
before. 

See, we live in a world that says, “Once you’ve messed up, you’re not worthy to 
be used by Him.”  But, the truth is, as our God restores us, He uses us all the 
way through.

Here’s a crazy thought:  What if God wants to use our restoration process to 
show the lost world what the New Heaven and New Earth are going to look 
like!
-  The biggest difference is going to be our relationship with Him!!??

3.  There is no brokenness or failure that God cannot restore.

THIS is a hard truth for us to grasp!
-Because, let’s be honest, there is brokenness and failure that those around us 
can’t seem to forgive.
- So, we place that truth on God as well.  And then we’ve completely missed it.

Listen, you are not too far gone!
-  Your mistakes do not have to define you.

Romans 5:20 says “Where sin increased, Grace increased all the more.

We’ve been looking at this for a while now.  If you’re a Believer…
-  God has changed your identity.
-  He has changed your position.
-  He has set your free from sin and death.



He can and will restore your soul!

4.  God is the only one that can restore time!

Do you have those moments where you regret the way you spent much of the 
time in your past?  

Joel 2:24-25
24 The threshing floors will be filled with grain; the vats will overflow with new 
wine and oil. 25 “I will repay you for the years the locusts have eaten— 

God not only restored their crops for the future.  He restored what they had 
lost in the past.

We spend too much time regretting the way we lived in our past when God 
can actually restore TIME.

Huge Key:

I don’t believe God plans to replace all of creation with something different or 
new.  I believe He plans to restore the original creation to what it was meant 
to be.

Therefore, He also doesn’t want to replace you with someone different.  He 
wants to restore you to what He originally created you to be.
-  So, stop living like God would be better off with someone else in your spot.  
He created you to be in your spot and He wants to restore you so you can be 
used for the works He created you to do.

Challenge:
It is impossible to restore a car from the outside.
-  When you want to restore a part of your home to its original state, you must 
tear out all the stuff that’s been added or modified over the years. 
-  Real restoration goes all the way to the foundation.  

For us:  God will, and is working to, restore us as we walk with Him.
-  However, He cannot restore what we won’t let go of.

Hebrews 4:12-13



12 For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged 
sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it 
judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. 13 Nothing in all creation is 
hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the 
eyes of him to whom we must give account.

This is a requirement for restoration to take place. 

EX:  We’ve all seen the show, or done our own restoration projects, where 
they just keep digging up problems.  
-  And, we all know that, until you deal with all the issues, the restoration 
won’t happen.

Maybe today is the day you allow God to really start the restoration process in 
you???

Because, this is what we’re all looking for:

2 Corinthians 5:17
17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the 
new has come!

Such a wonderful truth!!

What part of this process are you in today?


