
 Lenses:  How You View the World 
 “Creation of Man” 

 Last week:  What do we believe about God? 
 Today  :  What do we believe about Man? 

 Genesis 1:26-27 
 26  Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in  our likeness, and let them 
 rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all 
 the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.”  27  So God 
 created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and 
 female he created them. 

 Genesis 2:4-7 
 4  This is the account of the heavens and the earth  when they were created. 
 When the Lord God made the earth and the heavens—  5  and no shrub of the 
 field had yet appeared on the earth and no plant of the field had yet sprung up, 
 for the Lord God had not sent rain on the earth and there was no man to work 
 the ground,  6  but streams came up from the earth and  watered the whole 
 surface of the ground—  7  the Lord God formed the man  from the dust of the 
 ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a 
 living being. 

 Genesis 2:15-18 
 15  The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden  of Eden to work it and 
 take care of it.  16  And the Lord God commanded the  man, “You are free to eat 
 from any tree in the garden;  17  but you must not eat  from the tree of the 
 knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die.” 
 18  The Lord God said, “It is not good for the man  to be alone. I will make a 
 helper suitable for him. 

 Genesis 2:20-25 
 But for Adam no suitable helper was found.  21  So the  Lord God caused the man 
 to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man’s 
 ribs and closed up the place with flesh.  22  Then the  Lord God made a woman 
 from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man. 
 23  The man said, “This is now bone of my bones and  flesh of my flesh; 
 she shall be called ‘woman,’ for she was taken out of man.”  24  For this reason a 
 man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will 



 become one flesh.  25  The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no 
 shame. 

 Worldview Questions to be covered: 
 1.  Why are we here? 
 2.  What does this story mean to me personally? 
 3.  Where do we really find our value? 
 4.  How does this truth impact the critical topics of the day: 

 -  Marriage, Identity, Sexuality, Abortion, Political Agendas, How we treat 
 people, How we order our food, etc. 
 -  All of these areas are affected by our Worldview, and how we see the 
 story of the “creation of man” has a huge impact on that. 

 Three critical truths (from this passage) of a Biblical Worldview: 

 Biblical Worldview: 

 1.  Every person is created by God. 
 This is a must for a person that is working to develop a Biblical Worldview. 

 This determines how you see the people around you. 
 -  WE WILL COVER THIS NEXT WEEK: 
 -  Where do people get their value? 

 2.  Every person is created in the image of God. 

 Genesis 1:27 
 27  So God created man in his own image, in the image  of God he created him; 
 male and female he created them. 

 What does it really mean to be created in the image of God? 
 -  We can think critically. 
 -  We have the ability to make our own choices. 
 -  We can build and create things. 
 -  We can be creative. 
 -  We have a spirit inside of us that can connect to His Spirit. 

 All of these things may be part of it, and they are all true, but here’s the 
 simplest way to put it:  from John Piper 



 -  “  Images are created to image” 

 We are created to image the God that created us. 

 When you create a sculpture of a person and put it on display at their college, 
 stadium, church, etc., you do that to remind the viewer of the person that is 
 displayed in the sculpture. 
 -  Listen  :  So that when the sculpture is seen, the  actual person receives 
 attention.  Even if the actual person is nowhere to be found. 
 WE are the sculptures that should remind people around us of our Creator! 

 Mirror  :  This is what it should look like for us: 
 We should act as a mirror set at a 45-degree angle, pointed at God. 
 -  When people look at us, they only see the reflection of God in us. 

 Now,  what happened at the Fall  , in our section on  Rebellion, is that Satan 
 convinced Adam and Eve that  their  image was more important  than God’s 
 image. 
 -  So, he convinced Eve (at first) to turn the mirror onto herself so that she 
 could see her own image. 

 Piper says: “When we turn the mirror toward us, it cast a shadow of us on the 
 ground and we have literally fallen in love with our own shadow.” 

 Good news: 
 The rebellion did not, and does not, remove the image of God in us. 

 EX:  Mirror: 
 -  It can get so dirty that you can barely see anyone’s image in it.  But the 
 mirror is still under all that dirt. 
 -  And, can be cleaned and used again. 

 Rebellion: 
 -  It distorts it or defaces it, but it never actually goes away. 
 -  Later in Genesis and numbers of other places in scripture, we see that we are 
 still able to be the image of God, even after the fall. 

 Our goal then, is to turn the mirror of our lives back to the right angle where 
 we are providing an image of God and not of ourselves. 



 So, how do we live in a way that our mirror reflects an image of our God? 

 This is where we see this truth: 

 3.  Every person requires the Spirit of God to reflect the image of God. 

 Pay attention to this statement in our Genesis passage: 

 Genesis 2:7 
 7  the Lord God formed the man from the dust of the  ground and breathed into 
 his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being. 

 Watch this  :  There was no life in Adam until the God  of creation breathed life 
 into him. 

 When we are born, we are created and born as body, soul, and spirit. 
 -  Lowercase spirit.  This is not the Holy Spirit.  This is the spirit put in us so 
 that we can connect with the Holy Spirit. 

 But, look at what happens when the Holy Spirit of God connects with that 
 lowercase spirit in us: 

 Romans 8:16 
 16  The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that  we are God’s children. 

 HUGE  :  There is no life in us until we receive that  breathe of God through His 
 Holy Spirit. 

 -  Worldview stuff:  This is critical. 
 -  There is no other way to Life except through Jesus Christ Who sends Holy 
 Spirit to connect with our spirit. 

 Almost every worldview has an opinion or an idea about how a person can 
 “have life”. 
 -  But Jesus is THE ONLY way to “Life to the full” on earth and eternal life in 
 Heaven after we leave here. 

 Having a Biblical Worldview requires that you believe this to be true! 



 Ephesians 1:13-14 
 13  And you also were included in Christ when you heard  the word of truth, the 
 gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, 
 the promised Holy Spirit,  14  who is a deposit guaranteeing  our inheritance until 
 the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his glory. 

 Let’s look at the beginning of the creation process: 

 Genesis 1:1-2 
 1  In the beginning God created the heavens and the  earth.  2  Now the earth was 
 formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit 
 of God was hovering over the waters. 

 David Guzik said:  “The Holy Spirit begins every work  of creation or 
 re-creation!” 

 The earth was formless, empty and dark, BUT the Spirit of God was there. 

 TRUTH  :  My life, and your life, were all formless,  empty, and dark until the 
 Holy Spirit of God drew us to the Father through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Challenge  :  We are all created in the image of God,  to be those that reflect the 
 image of God to the whole world. 
 -  However, we are all born with our mirrors facing the wrong direction. 
 -  They’re pointing at us so that we can admire the beauty that is us. 

 This is true because we are born with the spirit inside of us lying dormant 
 waiting to be awakened by the breath of God. 

 So, what do we do today? 

 Have you ever reached the point of surrender to Jesus so that Holy Spirit could 
 connect to your spirit and breathe life into you? 
 -  This is the ONLY way you will ever come to Life and have that Life 
 Abundantly like you’ve always wanted. 

 If you have, are you reflecting the image of God as you were created to do? 



 -  What do you need to do in order to redirect that mirror off of you and back 
 onto your Creator?? 


