
 Lenses  :  How You View the World 
 “Introduction” 

 What is a worldview? 
 -  Here’s the deal:  We talk often about how we are working hard to help our 
 children and our teenagers develop a Biblical Worldview. 
 -  And, I think as parents, and even those that don’t currently have children or 
 teens in our ministries, we automatically say, “Yes, I’m glad we’re doing that!” 

 The problem is, I think most of us would still struggle to stand up and tell the 
 crowd what a worldview is and then we would really struggle to define our 
 own worldview. 

 And, here’s is something that I know to be true: 
 We can’t teach our children to have a Biblical Worldview if we do not have a 
 Biblical Worldview. 

 So… 

 What is a “Worldview”? 
 -  Worldview is a set of beliefs about life, and the world, that determines how 
 we live. 

 As our series will point out, it’s… 
 -  The set of lenses through which we view the world. 

 EX  :  Table with sets of lenses 
 -  Binoculars 
 -  Magnifying glass 
 -  Telescope 
 -  Colored glasses 

 All of these tools change the way I see the object of my vison. 
 HOWEVER, none of the objects actually change at all. 

 People in this room did not turn yellow when I put on those glasses. 
 -  But, the lenses that I was looking through made you all LOOK yellow. 

 Some introductory truths about worldview: 



 1.  Our worldview is mostly developed by the age of about 13.  We refine it and 
 solidify it by our mid 20’s and it doesn’t change much after that. 

 EX  :  When you put on a new pair of glasses.  It’s  a little weird at first but, once 
 you get used to them, you don’t even recognize that you’re looking through 
 them. 

 **NOTE:  If God changes your heart at the age of 40, He will also change your 
 view of the world.  Stats give us what is normal in the world.  They don’t 
 always take into account what is “of God!” 

 2.  Our worldview DOES determine the way we live and act toward the world 
 around us. 
 -  We can’t say we have a certain worldview and then live in a totally different 
 way. 
 -  The way you view the world WILL determine how you treat others, how you 
 work at your job, how you love your spouse, whether you get involved in 
 community service, how you vote, etc. 

 Many times, we think we are collecting facts that prove our worldview to be 
 correct.  What we are actually doing is determining what we believe to be facts 
 because of the worldview we already have. 

 3.  Everyone has a worldview. 

 Our goal for this series is to help each other develop a Biblical 
 Worldview. 
 -  Let’s define that: 

 Biblical Worldview 
 A worldview based on the truth of God’s unchanging Word. 

 Remember:  A worldview is a set of beliefs about life and the world that 
 determines how we live. 

 So… you have a BWV when your set of beliefs about life and the world are 
 based on God’s Word. 
 -  And, therefore, it is God’s Word that determines the way you live. 



 The Problem  :  Most people that come to a church on Sunday morning would 
 say that they have a BWV. 

 But, look at these stats: 

 Surveys done as part of the   American Worldview Inventory  2022  , conducted by 
 the   Cultural Research Center at Arizona Christian  University   a 

 41% of Sr Pastors in this country hold to a BWV. 
 -  As you go through the staff, it gets worse. 
 -  12% of Children and Youth Pastors have a BWV. 

 These are the people that are supposed to be teaching our young people how 
 to live according to the Bible. 

 Two quick notes: 
 1.  When they broke it down to different denominations, the Baptist Church 
 had a much higher percentage of Pastors and Staff with a Biblical Worldview. 
 2.  I can assure you that the people leading our children and our teenagers 
 strongly express their own BWV. 

 But, the truth is the truth.  Many people that would say, “Of course I have a 
 BWV”, really don’t when it’s tested. 

 Here is how they defined a BWV for the survey: 

 1. Believing that absolute moral truth exist; 
 2. That such truth is defined by the Bible; and 
 3. A firm belief in six specific religious views. 

 A.  Jesus Christ lived a sinless life; 
 B.  God is the all-powerful and all-knowing Creator of the universe and He 
 stills rules it today; 
 C.  salvation is a gift from God and cannot be earned; 
 D.  Satan is real; 
 E.  a Christian has a responsibility to share their faith in Christ with other 
 people; 
 F.  the Bible is accurate in all of its teachings. 

https://www.arizonachristian.edu/culturalresearchcenter/research/


 Less than half of the Pastors in your country could answer YES to those 
 statements. 

 -  So, why is this true?  We’ve been… 

 Colossians 2:8 
 8  …taken captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy,  which depends on 
 human tradition and the basic principles of this world rather than on Christ. 

 What does that mean? 
 -  It means many of us are living out a worldview right now that has nothing to 
 do with God’s Word and we don’t even know it. 

 Let’s look at some of the options: 

 Postmodernism  :  Believes there is no absolute truth.  Whatever is right to you 
 is right to you.  Truth is determined by your upbringing and culture. 

 Compare to BWV:  How would your actions differ if you believe that God sets 
 truth or if you believe there is not absolute truth? 

 Atheism  :  Believes there is no God, therefore, there  is no Creator 

 Compare to BWV:  How would the way you act differ with this belief from the 
 belief of God as Creator of the world? 

 Living in the South-ism  :  Growing up in the southern  part of this country 
 gives us a certain worldview. 

 The scariest one for today: 

 Deism 
 -  Moralistic Therapeutic Deism, or MTD 
 -  According to  sociologist Christian Smith  :  “The  most common worldview 
 among 13-17 year olds in our country today. 

 Listen to the beliefs of this group: 

 Moralistic Therapeutic Deism 



 1.  A God exists who created and orders the world and watches over human 
 life on earth. 

 2.  God wants people to be good, nice, and fair to each other, as taught in the 
 Bible and by most world religions. 

 3.  The central goal of life is to be happy and to feel good about oneself. 
 4.  God does not need to be particularly involved in one’s life except when 

 God is needed to resolve a problem. 
 5.  Good people go to heaven when they die. 

 Probably the most popular worldview of “church attending” people in our 
 country today. 

 So, what do we do with all of this: 

 1.  Go back to God’s Word. 

 John 17:17 
 16  They are not of the world, even as I am not of  it.  17  Sanctify them by the truth; 
 your word is truth. 

 2 Timothy 3:14-17  Paul is talking to Timothy 
 14  But as for you, continue in what you have learned  and have become 
 convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it,  15  and how 
 from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you 
 wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.  16  All Scripture is God-breathed 
 and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
 17  so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped  for every good work. 

 2.  Evaluate and Define Your Own Worldview 

 Romans 12:1-2 
 2  Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this  world, but be transformed 
 by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what 
 God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 

 Hebrews 4:12 



 12  For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged 
 sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it 
 judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. 

 3.  Start Teaching the Next Generation. 

 We can no longer sacrifice our young people to the world around them 
 because we don’t want to take our walk with Christ to a new level. 

 Parents:  You are the number one discipler of your children. 
 Church:  We are to partner with these parents and walk beside them to help 
 them raise their kids to have a BWV. 

 I believe our young people are having the most trouble following our examples 
 because we aren’t even living what we say we believe. 

 Deuteronomy 4:9 
 9  Only be careful, and watch yourselves closely so  that you do not forget the 
 things your eyes have seen or let them slip from your heart as long as you live. 
 Teach them to your children and to their children after them. 

 Deuteronomy 6:5-9 
 5  Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with  all your soul and with all 
 your strength.  6  These commandments that I give you  today are to be upon 
 your hearts.  7  Impress them on your children. Talk  about them when you sit at 
 home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get 
 up.  8  Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them  on your foreheads.  9 

 Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates. 

 Psalm 78:5-6 
 5  He decreed statutes for Jacob and established the  law in Israel, which he 
 commanded our forefathers to teach their children,  6  so the next generation 
 would know them, even the children yet to be born, and they in turn would tell 
 their children.  7  Then they would put their trust  in God and would not forget 
 his deeds but would keep his commands. 

 Remember: 

 Biblical Worldview: 



 A set of beliefs about life and the world, based on the truth of God’s 
 unchanging Word, that determines how we live. 

 A biblical worldview is not just a theoretical idea. A biblical worldview 
 changes the way we respond to major events in the world. How do you 
 respond to a natural disaster? How do you respond to traffic? What do you do 
 if your food order is wrong?  How do you respond to things politically? 

 Who are you telling about Jesus? 

 What lenses are you using right now to view the world around you? 


