
Dear Graduate, 
 

We are living in a very unique moment in history.  COVID-19 has temporarily changed all of our lives, and you are a 
part of one of the groups most effected.  Events and celebrations you have been looking forward to for years have 
been postponed and even cancelled.  While none of us can say with certainty when we will get to return to “normal” 
life, we want you to know that it is our desire to celebrate you reaching the significant milestone of graduating High 
School.  Below you will find details on our 2020 Graduate Banquet and Recognition, which we hope to host in your 
honor as planned.  At the same time, we understand that plans may have to change.  If plans must change, we will 
adjust and make a new plan to make sure we get to celebrate you and your graduation.  

 
Graduation Banquet:  On Friday, May 8 West Rome is hosting a banquet in honor of our high school graduates  

and their families.  The banquet will be held in the Well at 6:30pm.  There is no cost for you, the graduate; however 
we do ask that each family member or friend that you invite to join you at the banquet pay $10 for their dinner.  We 
have enclosed an R.S.V.P. card with this letter that we request you complete and return to the student ministry office 
by Sunday, April 26 –OR- you fill out the “Graduation banquet RSVP” form at www.westrome.org/students.  Please 
include payment for your guests with your R.S.V.P. 
 
A few years ago we began a tradition which has been a lot of fun and this year we will be continuing the tradition of 
inviting each graduate’s family to personalize their table(s) for the banquet.  We will provide a table cloth and place 
settings for each table, but you are welcome to bring your own if it fits better with your decorating plans.  Decorating 
your table is a great opportunity to display the personality, passions, and pictures of your graduate.  Feel free to be as 
creative or as simplistic as you wish.  If you would like ideas or help in decorating your table please feel free to 
contact Joanna Atwood or Topher Stockton at your convenience.   
 

We are providing two opportunities to reserve and decorate your table(s). 
Thursday, May 7 from 5:00-7:00pm          ::          Friday, May 8 from 2:00 – 6:00pm 

 
Graduates:  We would like you to select one person who has had a major impact on your life up to this point and 
invite that person to the banquet.  It can be anyone you choose, such as someone from church, school, sports, family, 
etc.  During the banquet, you will introduce the person you have chosen and say a few affirming words about that 
person and why he/she was chosen.  Following your 1-2 minute speech, your special guest will place your graduation 
gown on you as a symbol of their partnership with you in reaching this milestone in your life.   
 

Graduate Recognition Sunday:  On Sunday May 10, we will recognize each of our High School graduates during the  
9:00am & 10:30am worship services.  

 
Graduate Pictures:  During our celebrations we will enjoy a time of looking back on the life journey of our graduates.   

We request that you provide 8-10 of your favorite pictures of your graduate from childhood to today.  As a part of 
the pictures you provide please include their senior picture.  You may provide your pictures in printed form to the 
student office or digitally via email to jatwood@westrome.org.  All printed pictures will be handled with care, 
scanned, and then returned to you in original condition.  Please submit your pictures by April 26, 2020. 

 
Graduate Preparations:  As you prepare for the celebrations there are a few things we would like you to bring with you 
to the banquet and recognition Sunday. 

 
Graduation Banquet:  Please bring your graduation gown, if you have received it – if you have not we will have a 
gown that you can use. 
Graduate Recognition Sunday:  Please dress in business casual attire or the like. 

 
Contact Us:  Please contact us at your convenience if you have any questions regarding our graduate celebrations. 

 Phone:  678-451-7154 / 404-932-3775  Email:  tstockton@westrome.org / jatwood@westrome.org  
 

 
We look forward to celebrating with you 
 
Topher    



    


