
Make Connection Happen 
“Go Make Disciples” 

 
What does it mean to make a Disciple?   
What does it really even mean to be a Disciple? 
 
Derek and Brandon just shared with us how it has impacted their lives to 
find the real answers to these questions. 
-  Today, we’re diving in to find those answers as well. 
 
Prayer! 
 
Here’s where we are as a church: 
 
Vision: Helping People find and follow God’s plan for their lives. 
 
Critical Connections: 
Connect people to God 
Connect people to Others 
Connect people to their Purpose 
 
Let’s connect that to the journey that we’ve just been on with Jesus over 
these last two years. 
 
Key Points in study of John: 
 
-  John written so we could ACTIVELY BELIEVE! 
-  We see numerous miracles for proof.  
-  He teaches us amazing things... 
-  Then, He brings them to the Upper Room and teaches  
-  He takes them to the Garden where He prayed for them, and for us. 
-  He is crucified on the cross for their sin and our sin. 
-  Then, He meets with them the day He’s raised from the grave to comfort 
them and give them direction. 
-  He promises them the Holy Spirit and tells them all the great things the 
Spirit will do for them and in them. 
 
And then in Luke… 
 



In Luke 24 we see the description of the ascension of Jesus into Heaven to 
remain with His Father. 
 
Then, Luke begins to write the book of Acts. 
-  This is where the history of the church begins. 
 
So, what got it all started? 
 
Right before He ascends to be with the Father, Jesus gives them their 
commission for the rest of their time on this planet: 
 
The Great Commission: 
 
Matthew 28:19-20 
18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 
 
The Disciples truly spent the rest of their lives trying their best to 
accomplish the goal that Jesus had put in front of them. 
 
And, that’s exactly what He has called us to do as well. 
 
Go Make Disciples: 
What does that look like for us? 
How do we make Disciples as a church? 
 
What is a Disciple: 
Simplest form: a person who follows the teachings of someone else. 
 
 
 
Biblical Definition:   
A person who has a growing, personal relationship with Jesus, lives like 
Jesus, and works to help others start a relationship with Jesus. 
 
One Key:  Disciples are by nature multipliers! 
 



As a church, and as Believers, we have that same calling on our lives to 
make more Disciples. 
 
That means we should be producing people that have a growing personal 
relationship with Jesus, strive to live like Him, and are actively helping 
others come to know Him. 
 
This requires incredible intentionality! 
And, THAT is where we’re headed this semester. 
 
**Disciples don’t just make themselves… 
 
Put it into our words of today: 
Get people connected to God through a growing, personal relationship with 
Jesus. 
 
Get people connected to others so we can encourage one another to live 
daily like Jesus. 
 
Get people connected to their purpose so that they can use their gifts to help 
others start a relationship with Jesus. 
 
That is what “Building Disciples” looks like! 
 
EX:  As a Pastor before the Father one day… 
 
How does this look to us at West Rome? 
There are three questions we’re going to answer over the next 4 weeks: 
 
A little self-evaluation: 
 
1.  Are you connected to God through a growing, personal relationship with 
Jesus Christ? 
-  And, I don’t mean, did you pray a prayer years ago and you kind of hope 
Jesus still lets you in. 
 
2.  Are connected to the Body of Believers so that you can be encouraged 
and encourage others to live like Christ? 
-  Do you have people that you encourage on a regular basis in their attempt 
to live like Christ? 



-  Do you have people that encourage you in that way? 
 
3.  Are you connected to your purpose so that you’re actively helping other 
people recognize their need for Jesus and start a relationship with Him? 
-  What are you doing on a regular basis to help other recognize their need 
for Jesus and come to know Him? 
-  How are you using your gifts to help others take steps toward Jesus? 
 
And, as we answer those questions, we’re going to be super strategic in how 
we move forward to make sure the answer can be yes in the future.    
 
Question 1: 
1.  Are you connected to God through a growing, personal relationship with 
Jesus Christ? 
 
I don’t mean “do you come to church sometimes.” 
 
I mean a real, deep, connection with Him? 
 
Why do I keep pushing for all of us to have a “personal connection” with the 
Father? 
 
My Passion:  No more surface, religious relationships with Jesus. 
 
Why:  Because I’ve seen the difference. 
-  I’ve had those times in my life where I was just walking through religion 
and doing all the right things. 
-  AND, I’ve had those times where I was so connected with my Father that 
He was guiding my every step, and walking right along side me as I obeyed. 
 
I’ve had it both ways and LISTEN::::  The second way is better!! 
 
Why do we use this phrase? 
 
Growing relationship 
One of our struggles is that we’ve been taught that we give our lives to Jesus 
and that’s all there is to it. 
-  We’ve got our fire insurance.  We’re going to Heaven when we die. 
-  And, that’s as good as it gets!! 
 



HUGE:  That’s NOT as good as it gets. 
 
I am telling you, there is more to your relationship with Jesus than knowing 
you’re not going to Hell when you die. 
-  He offers us more than that.  
-  He offers us LIFE TO THE FULL!!! 
-  Not just LIFE TO THE FULL after we live miserably on this earth and 
die and get to Heaven. 
 
It’s the same way with our Heavenly Father. 
-  He saved us for more than most of us are experiencing right now! 
 
So, answering the question again, “Are you connected to God through a 
growing, personal relationship with Jesus?” 
 
Let’s look at the history of connection with God: 
 
Adam and Eve were in the garden. 
Scripture says they “heard God walking in the garden” 
-  We don’t know exactly what that means but we definitely know of their 
connection with the Father before sin entered this world. 
 
After sin… 
-  This is when the law comes into effect. 
-  God was working from the day Adam and Eve sinned to get man back into 
fellowship with Him. 
-  The Law was filled with sacrifices that had to be made and rules that had 
to be followed perfectly to have a right relationship with God. 
-  And, the closest you were going to get to God was standing outside the 
“Tent of Meeting” waiting on Moses or the Priest to come out and tell you 
what God said. 
 
And then, this happened: 
 
John 1:14,17 
14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.	17 For the law 
was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ 
 
Listen: 
There was an Old Testament Covenant and a New Testament Covenant! 



 
OT was given to Moses in Exodus and was for the freedom of the people of 
Israel from slavery in Egypt. 
NT was delivered through Jesus at Calvary with His crucifixion to bring 
freedom from sin to all Believers. 
 
Tons of differences in these two covenants. 
1.  Multiple sacrifices vs. Jesus sacrifice once and for all 
2.  Priesthood of Aaron and his sons vs. Jesus and ALL Believers 
3.  OT Law was a shadow of good things to come vs. Jesus, Who was God 
in the flesh, was the “good things to come”! 
And, most critical difference for us today… 
 
How they connected with God. 
 
They could only hear from God through a Priest.   
TODAY:  Every Believer has the open invitation to go to God’s throne at 
anytime they desire! 
 
Big Problem: 
-  I believe many of us as Believers are living our Christian lives like we’re 
still under the covenant of the Old Testament.  And we must transition into a 
relationship based on the grace and love of the New Testament. 
But, today, as we start this journey I think it has to start with our 
understanding of two words: 
 
Total Surrender 
 
 
 


