
 Focus & Attitude 

 BE FLEXIBLE 
 Matthew 5 records nine beatitudes from Jesus’ sermon on the mount.  If we were to add a tenth, I 
 believe it would be “Blessed are the flexible for they will not be bent out of shape!”   We are traveling 
 to a country where the cultural norms and the pace of everyday life are quite different from the USA. 
 While it’s important for us to have plans, it’s equally as important for us to be flexible when God 
 decides it’s best for those plans to change. 

 BE AN ENCOURAGER 
 God designed us to need Him and to need each other.  Every day on the mission field is going to 
 present new challenges and opportunities.  No matter how prepared we are for our mission’s 
 adventure, at some point each of us is going to have a moment, or ten, when we need encouragement. 
 Your smile, or encouraging words may be the very thing your teammates need in order to keep going. 

 BE IN PRAYER 
 Our impact as a team begins and ends at the feet of Jesus.  John Wesley once said, “God does nothing 
 but by prayer, and everything with it.”  Of all the work that we will do during our mission’s adventure, 
 none of it will produce meaningful impact without prayer.  How we obey and how we pray will 
 determine God’s impact through our team! 

 BE IN THE WORD 
 It is God’s will for you and me to be sanctified.  To be holy as He is holy.  Often our pursuit of these 
 things is all about what we do.  We feel that the more “Jesus things” we do the more like Him we will 
 become.  The flaw in this approach is that it is dependent on us.  The “Jesus things” we do no more 
 make us like Jesus than super gluing apples to an orange tree makes it an apple tree.  Being sanctified is 
 not about us doing, but about us inviting God to change who we are.  Holiness isn’t produced by our 
 actions, but by God’s Grace.  While it is God who produces the change in us, we do have an active role 
 in the process.  It is our role to position ourselves for change.  This happens as we strive to understand 
 more and more about the heart of God.  Where do we gain this understanding?  God’s Word!  Get in 
 the Word.  Invite God to change you.  Then Jesus’ actions, filled with power, will flow from your life 
 naturally! 

 BE CHANGED 
 The purpose of our trip is about more than meeting physical needs, serving others, and sharing the 
 Gospel.  It is also about allowing God to change us.  Whether it’s going to a party, conference, or on a 
 mission adventure – what we EXPECT to get out of the experience is usually exactly what we get.  If we 
 expect to have fun, then we usually do.  If we expect to be miserable then we are.  If we expect to learn 
 then we usually do.  Don’t let your expectation hinder what God wants to do in you.  Expect to be 
 changed by God through our mission adventure! 


