
Make Connections Happen 
“Don’t Take It With You” 

Luke 16:19-31 
 
Today is week 4 of our series on Making Connections Happen.  
Connecting to God, Connecting to People from last week, and today… 
 
Connecting to our Purpose! 
-  What did God build me to do? 
But, what Andrew did last week was help us understand how Connecting 
with Others was actually connected to Connecting with God. 
 
I want to share with you today that Connecting with your purpose is actually 
very much connected to Connecting to God and to others.   
 
*You want to connect with God… be about the things He built you to do and 
you will feel more connected than every. 
*You want to connect with Others… Find people of like purpose and serve 
along side of them.  Just like the example of Topher and Kyle from last 
week, there is nothing that connects you with others better than serving the 
Lord with them! 
 
But, today I want to break it all the way down to our pursuit of living out the 
purpose of God in our lives. 
 
Truth:  You can find your purpose in life and stare at it on paper for hours a 
day but if you don’t get about doing it, it will make no impact in your life or 
the lives of others around you. 
 
I would say that the vast majority of people in this room have been told that 
God has put something special in you and that He wants to use that gift to 
help others grow toward Him. 
 
The question is… what are we going to do with what He gave us? 
 
Mike Barone, Pastor of Renovation Church said something in prayer the 
other day… 
 
We’ve been told many times in life this phrase:   
 



“You Can’t Take it with You!” 
-  You know, you’ve never seen a hearse pulling a U-Haul! 
-  Don’t focus too much on all the money you make… you know, you can’t 
take it with you! 
 
Problem is that, in our culture, we spend most of our time trying to acquire 
things that we really can’t take with us. 
 
Truth is… there are some things you can take with you.  One of those is… 
 
The Purpose of God 
You can take the things that God has planned for you… the things He has 
built you to do… straight to the grave with you.   
 
And, here’s the problem:  It doesn’t come back. 
 
Luke 16:19-29 
19 “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived 
in luxury every day. 20 At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered 
with sores 21 and longing to eat what fell from the rich man’s table. Even the 
dogs came and licked his sores. 22 “The time came when the beggar died and 
the angels carried him to Abraham’s side. The rich man also died and was 
buried. 23 In hell, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham 
far away, with Lazarus by his side. 24 So he called to him, ‘Father Abraham, 
have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and 
cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.’ 25 “But Abraham replied, 
‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, while 
Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in 
agony. 26 And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been 
fixed, so that those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone 
cross over from there to us.’ 27 “He answered, ‘Then I beg you, father, send 
Lazarus to my father’s house, 28 for I have five brothers. Let him warn them, 
so that they will not also come to this place of torment.’ 29 “Abraham replied, 
‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.’ 30 “ ‘No, father 
Abraham,’ he said, ‘but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will 
repent.’ 31 “He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, 
they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’ ” 
 
The rich man had spent his entire life acquiring things, money, etc.   
Then, once he died he realized that none of that mattered. 



-  The only thing that mattered was the message about God, and he could no 
longer take it to anyone. 
 
HUGE:  God has put gifts in you that are for other people. 
He put your heart together so it would break for people in need. 
He put your spiritual gifts together so that you could help certain people 
recognize their need for Him. 
There are people in this world that YOU are the one God has built to lead 
them to Jesus. 
He blessed you financially so that you could bless others with a generous 
heart. 
LISTEN:  Once you are gone from this planet, you can no longer give others 
those gifts. 
 
So, what are you doing with what He gave you? 
Here’s the thing:  You don’t want to take any of those gifts to the grave with 
you. 
 
EX:  Have you ever bought a gift for someone and never delivered it? 
-  How about a birthday card?  You fill it out but don’t have a stamp so you 
find it three months later. 
 
A gift never delivered is no gift at all.  
 
For us… 
A purpose never lived out is no purpose at all. 
 
 
Specifically, what are we talking about? 
Let’s look at the things He has given us that we can take to the grave with 
us: 
 
Things that should not be found in a graveyard: 
 
1.  Your Testimony 
 
Revelation 12:11 
11They overcame him (the devil) by the blood of the Lamb and by the word 
of their testimony; they did not love their lives so much as to shrink from 
death. 



There is great power in your spoken, or written testimony! 
 
What is your testimony? 
Testimony:  “The story of what the Lord has done and is doing in your life.” 
 
God can use your testimony to bring others into a personal relationship with 
Jesus. 
He can heal hurts in other people’s hearts. 
It can give encouragement, guidance, and direction for others trying to get 
through the same stuff you’ve been through. 
 
Question:  Who is out there living a defeated Christian life BECAUSE 
you’ve not been obedient to God and shared the story of how Jesus raised 
you from a point of defeat in your own life? 
 
2.  Your Gifts of the Spirit 
 
I Corinthians 12:7 
7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common 
good. 
 
Your gifts were given to you to build up others.   
Common Good does not mean, “keep to yourself.”  
It means they’re for other people. 
 
Question:  Are there people in this community right now that are waiting on 
God to encourage them through your gift? 
 
3.  Your Resources and Blessings 
 
What has God blessed you with that you should be giving away? 
 
Luke 6:38 
38 Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken 
together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the 
measure you use, it will be measured to you.” 
 
Meaning:  If you want to see those blessings of God grow and multiply in 
your life, you better start giving those things away. 
 



Question:  Are there people in need right now of something that you have 
more than plenty of. 
 
NEXT… 
 
KEY:  Every time someone leaves this earth and takes their testimony, or a 
gift, or a blessing with them, someone left behind loses that chance to be 
blessed by it. 
  
So, how do we take these things to the grave with us? 
 
Let’s say God gives you 1000 opportunities to share your testimony so that 
He can use it to minister to another person.   
How many of those do you want to have left when you die?  
OR, how many of those testimony opportunities are you going to take to the 
grave with you? 
 
One of my spiritual gifts in encouragement.   
How many opportunities do I have to encourage others?   
AND, how many of those do I want to take to the grave with me? 
 
I can tell you my answer:  NOT ONE!!!!! 
I don’t want to take one opportunity to the grave with me.   
 
I want my tombstone to read, “Here lies a box full of dead, dry bones 
because that’s all he had left to give!” 
 
Here’s what it takes: 
 
Paul, 
Paul is in prison in Rome because of the Gospel 
-  His entire life, after he met Jesus, was a drink offering to the Lord. 
 
Philippians 2:17 
17 But even if I am being poured out like a drink offering on the sacrifice and 
service coming from your faith, I am glad and rejoice with all of you. 18 So 
you too should be glad and rejoice with me. 
 
Then later he points out all the things he gave up to serve Jesus: 
 



Philippians 3:4-8 
...If anyone else thinks he has reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have 
more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as for 
zeal, persecuting the church; as for legalistic righteousness, faultless.  
7 But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8 

What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing 
greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all 
things…. 
 
 
II Timothy 4:6-7 
6 For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time has 
come for my departure. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the 
race, I have kept the faith. 
 
- This was Paul’s last letter before he was killed.  Tradition said he was 
beheaded because he was a Roman citizen and they were usually spared 
from crucifixion. 
 
He’s about to die and he’s saying, “Praise God, I’ve given it everything I 
had!” 
 
Nate Saint was not as well-known as Jim Eliot, but had a great heart for the 
Lord and His work as well.  Before his death, he wrote these words: 
 
“People who do not know the Lord ask why in the world we waste our lives 
as missionaries. They forget that they too are expending their lives … and 
when the bubble has burst they will have nothing of eternal significance to 
show for the years they have wasted.” 
 
**We’re spending our lives trying to collect the things that we can’t take 
with us instead of spending our lives trying to give away the things we can. 
 
C. T. Studd was a missionary that spent most of his life in China spreading 
the love of Jesus.  When his Dad passed away he inherited a large sum of 
money that he quickly gave away to the Chinese mission cause.   
He wrote a poem toward the end of his life and the last line of that poem said 
these words:  
 



“And when I am dying, how happy I’ll be, if the lamp of my life has 
been burned out for Thee.”  C. T. Studd 
 
When you die, what are you going to take with you? 
Are you living your life for God in a way that you’ll be completely poured 
out as a drink offering for Him?   
 
I want my tombstone to say, “Here lies a box of dead, dry bones, because 
that’s all he had left to give.” 
 
 


