
Make Connections Happen 
“Connecting through God’s Word” 

Hebrews 4:12-13 
 
Hebrews 4:1-13 
4 Therefore, since the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us be 
careful that none of you be found to have fallen short of it. 2 For we also 
have had the gospel preached to us, just as they did; but the message they 
heard was of no value to them, because those who heard did not combine it 
with faith.  
 
Rest: 
Two areas of rest: 
Rest on this earth: 
 
When God rested on the seventh day after creation, He wasn’t resting 
because He was tired.  He was resting because the work was done. 
 
When we get to enter God’s rest on earth, it means that we are done trying to 
work “for” our salvation. 
We’re done trying to do all the stuff that we think will make God love us. 
When we rest, it is because we know our future is already secure in Him. 
 
MacArthur:  “God’s rest is the end of legalistic works and the experience of 
peace in the total forgiveness of God.” 
 
Rest in Heaven: 
The ultimate place of rest for all of those who Believe! 
 
What is his message about rest? 
1.  It’s still available 
2.  Let’s make sure you don’t miss it. 
 
Who is the author speaking to? 
-  Jewish converts to Christianity that were thinking about going back to the 
old Jewish customs and way of life. 
-  These were Christians that had decided they were more comfortable where 
they were before Christ. 
-  They were trying to go back to the way things were in the Old Testament. 
 



**He’s talking to a group of people that are right on the edge of following 
Jesus with all that they have, or going back to where they came from. 
 
Last Week:  
If you remember, last week I said that a lot of Christians today are still living 
like we’re still under the Old Testament covenant.   
-  We’re more comfortable with laws than with grace. 
-  It’s easier to check off a list than to follow Holy Spirit everyday with 
grace. 
 
And, here’s his message:   
The theme of this entire letter is the “supremacy and sufficiency of Christ”.    
-  He’s telling them that is all about a connection with Jesus, and nothing 
else matters. 
-  It’s not about the rules and laws of the old days, it’s about the truth and 
grace of Jesus Christ. 
 
One writer even said it could be called the “book of better things” since the 
word for “better” and “superior” are used 15 times. 
 
What was the statement I made to you last week? 
“Jesus saved us for more than most of us are experiencing right now!” 
 
Better things, superior things, and all about Jesus! 
 
His message is pretty clearly for us today as well.   
And still today He is talking to a group of people who are right on the edge 
of going all in for Christ, or settling for something less that the best He has 
to offer. 
 
Remember the challenge last week:  Total Surrender 
When you left here last week after hearing that message, what was your 
decision?   
Total Surrender or mediocrity at is finest! 
I promise… you chose one of those two last Sunday afternoon. 
 
just as they did 
He uses the Israelites as the example of what not to do. 
-  The people of Israel are famous for trusting God for a short time and then 
running back to the old way of doing things. 



-  This is what actually kept them from experiencing the “rest” of the 
Promised Land. 
 
They stopped short of total surrender to their God and it cost them His rest 
for them.   
-  It cost them the Promised Land! 
 
Look what he says about them: 
 
but the message they heard was of no value to them, because those who 
heard did not combine it with faith. 
 
They had heard the message of God. 
They had received the promise. 
They knew the Scripture. 
BUT, they didn’t apply their faith to it… 
THEREFORE, all the information they had learned did nothing for them, 
because they never simply believed! 
 
It’s the same for us today.   
-  Many of us know a ton of information. 
-  We can quote numbers of passages. 
-  We might even be able to teach some of them. 
-  But, if we’ve never truly applied it through our belief in Jesus, we’re going 
to miss His rest for us. 
 
Question for us today:  What are you going to miss out on if you decide to 
stop short of total surrender? 
 
Hebrews 4:3-7 
3 Now we who have believed enter that rest, just as God has said,  
“So I declared on oath in my anger, ‘They shall never enter my rest.’ ” 
And yet his work has been finished since the creation of the world. 4 For 
somewhere he has spoken about the seventh day in these words: “And on the 
seventh day God rested from all his work.” 5 And again in the passage above 
he says, “They shall never enter my rest.” 6 It still remains that some will 
enter that rest, and those who formerly had the gospel preached to them did 
not go in, because of their disobedience. 7 Therefore God again set a certain 
day, calling it Today, when a long time later he spoke through David, as was 
said before: “Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts.” 



 
He’s saying that these promises of God that the Israelites missed back then 
are still available for the people he’s writing to. 
 
AND, they are still available to people sitting in this room 
He’s challenging us not to make the same mistake they did. 
 
Hebrews 4:8-11 
8 For if Joshua had given them rest, God would not have spoken later about 
another day. 9 There remains, then, a Sabbath-rest for the people of God; 10 

for anyone who enters God’s rest also rests from his own work, just as God 
did from his. 11 Let us, therefore, make every effort to enter that rest, so that 
no one will fall by following their example of disobedience.  
 
Our hope would be the same as his… that no one here would miss God’s rest 
for them because of their disobedience. 
 
So, what’s this all really about: 
It’s about us connecting to God through a growing, personal relationship 
with Jesus. 
 
We started this day with a picture of what it looks like to fall in love with 
God’s Word. 
-  The title of the message today is “Connecting to God Through His Word”.  
So, how does all of this stuff tie together? 
 
Hebrews 4:12-13 
12 For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged 
sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it 
judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. 13 Nothing in all creation is 
hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the 
eyes of him to whom we must give account. 
 
His message to them: 
God’s Word does not mess around. 
He will know your heart to the core. 
He will know it you truly believe or if you just know a lot of stuff. 
You cannot hide your real self. 
 
And, if you do not believe, you will not receive His rest! 



 
The message to us today: 
God’s Word is alive and active in our hearts. 
-  It’s not a book to be read because you’ve been told to. 
-  It’s not something you carry around because all of your friends think 
you’re super-spiritual when you have it with you. 
 
It judges our lives all the way to the core. 
-  It’s so sharp it divides soul and spirit, joints and marrow. 
-  All the way to the inner core of the bone! 
 
Here’s the point:  We cannot have a casual relationship with God’s Word 
and still claim to be totally surrendered to Him. 
 
We must learn to fall in love with God’s Word. 
 
We must learn to allow God’s Word to pour into our lives, not only to give 
us direction, but also to pierce our hearts to the core so that we can surrender 
even the tiniest grain of sand to Him. 
 
Different ways of reading God’s Word: 
1.  Read it because you’ve been taught that you should. 
 
2.  Read it for all the encouraging parts. 
 
3.  Read it with the intention of allowing it to penetrate your heart and then 
acting on what it says.  
 
When you get to number 3, you’ve started to fall in love with God’s Word. 
 
If you’re not in love with it, you’re just sticking with 1 and 2.   
-  You read it because you know you’re supposed to. 
-  You’ve started a Bible reading plan on your app and now you feel guilty if 
you can’t check that box off for that day. 
 
Hebrews 4:11 
11 Let us, therefore, make every effort to enter that rest, so that no one will 
fall by following their example of disobedience. 
 



Truth:  You will never have all that God has for you until you understand 
total surrender; and you will never understand total surrender until you fall I 
love with the Word of God. 
 


