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Community of Faith 
 

The Church: The People of God Expanded 
The Local Church: A Community of Disciples of the King 

 
 
The Church: Where the Walls of Separation are Broken Down 
 
The Christian faith is a faith that is to be lived in community. When we become followers of Jesus 
Christ, we become part of a chosen race - a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people of God's own 
possession; we are not only a new creation but also a new people (1 Peter 2:9-10). The Bible 
assumes that our entry into the universal Body of Christ, the Church, will become a reality 
through our fellowship in a local manifestation of the global Body of Christ (i.e., a local church). 
  
As God's people, we are no longer defined by our ethnicity, our race, our nationality, our 
socioeconomic status, or our social identity. Instead, we are to die to how the world defines us. 
We are now a part of the people of God, a new race, a holy nation, in a stronger bond than 
our family ties, because of our oneness in Jesus Christ (Matthew 12:46-50). As Paul says in 
Galatians 3:28-29: 
 

There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male 
and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you are Christ's, then you 
are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to promise. 

  
You have already been challenged to discover your identity in Jesus Christ, but have you 
considered how your new identity changes the way you view your cultural, race, and national 
identity?  Are you more committed to your national identity, ethnicity, race, or cultural identity 
than you are to the global body of Jesus Christ, His church?  Pause and consider what might still 
define your identity and how that contradicts Scripture. 
 
As the people of God, we are to experience one of the greatest blessings of the cross, which is that 
the walls of hostility between peoples have been broken down in Christ. The greatest 
cultural/racial division during the first century was the division between the circumcised and the 
uncircumcised, between Jews and Gentiles; the people of God and those who formerly were not 
the people of God. 
  

Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called 'the 
uncircumcision' by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by 
hands-remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from 
the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no 
hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far 
off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. For he himself is our peace, 
who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of 
hostility by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he 
might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, and 
might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the 



COMMUNITY 

104  

hostility. And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to 
those who were near. For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the 
Father. So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens 
with the saints and members of the household of God, built on the foundation of 
the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, in whom the 
whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. In 
him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit. 
(Ephesians 2:11-22) 

  
Jesus' death and resurrection not only destroyed the enmity between God and man but also the 
"wall" (v. 14) that separated Jew and Gentile. It brought together those who had hope and those 
without, between the oppressed and the oppressor. There is nothing that should separate brothers 
and sisters in Christ ... except for disobedience. 
  
Have you embraced this blessing, the unity among God's people, that Jesus accomplished through 
the cross?  Ask God to reveal any prejudices in your heart. (We all have some prejudices.)  As 
God reveals this sin confess, pray, and then celebrate what Christ has done.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Church: Not an Option 
 
God created and designed us to live in community with him and with others. However, the Fall 
(Genesis 3) broke not only our relationship with God but also with each other. The first biblical 
example where we see this brokenness is in the story of Cain killing his brother, Abel. 
  
As I mentioned above, the redemptive work of Jesus Christ restores our relationship not only 
with God but also with each other. In 1 John, the apostle explains that our fellowship has been 
restored with the Father and the Son, and that as we walk in the light of Christ, we will have 
fellowship with one another. 
 

 ... that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too 
may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with 
his Son Jesus Christ. And we are writing these things so that our joy may be 
complete. This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that 
God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. If we say we have fellowship with 
him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. But if we walk 
in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the 
blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. (I John 1:3-7) 
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Jesus also declares that the world will know that we are His disciples if we live in loving 
fellowship with one another. 
 

 Little children, yet a little while I am with you. You will seek me, and just as I said 
to the Jews, so now I also say to you, 'Where I am going you cannot come.' A new 
commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, 
you also are to love one another. By this all people will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one another. (John 13:33-35) 

  
Why do you think fellowship with one another is essential to the life of a follower of Jesus?  Can 
we love one another and not be faithful member of a church?  Why is our love for one another so 
important to our witness in the world?  Record your thoughts as you answer these questions. 
 
 
 
 
 
Unfortunately, this commitment to the community of faith (the church) has been waning in the 
last few decades. On January 24, 2018, the Barna Group released a landmark study of Gen Z, 
those born between 1999 and 2015. In the study, the question was asked as to why the church was 
important. Of those who identified themselves as Christians, 46% responded that the church was 
not relevant to them personally. That's a significant increase from 35% among millennials (those 
born between 1984 to 1998).  How would you have answered the Barna Group's question about 
the importance of the church? Why do you think 46% of Gen Z Christians answered the way they 
did? 
 
 
 
 
In contrast, the biblical writers assumed that biblical faith in Jesus Christ would lead to a 
commitment to the community of the local body of Christ. The call of Jesus Christ is not only a 
calling to intimate belonging and fellowship to the one true God but also a call to intimacy in 
the local community of the body of Jesus Christ, the church. "And he is the head of the body, 
the church" (Colossians l:18a). 
 
The community of the King is not an option. It is essential for our worship, our service in 
the world, our maturation in Christ, our discerning of God's direction, and our manifesting 
to the world that the kingdom of God has come. 
 
What possessions in your life take priority over the church?  How do you justify that?  Do you 
have biblical support for your response? 
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The People of God: God’s Witness to the World 
 
 Before we thoroughly search the New Testament’s description of church, let’s first look at a few 
passages from the Old Testament that reveals how God wanted his people to live in the world in 
light of his redemptive rule and reign. I do not think you will be surprised to discover that the life 
God was calling His people to live was intended as a witness to the nations. 
 
I.  A Kingdom of Priests and Holy Nation (Exodus 19:4-6) 
  

You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on 
eagles' wings and brought you to myself. Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my 
voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among all 
peoples, for all the earth is mine; and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and 
a holy nation.' These are the words that you shall speak to the people of Israel. 
(Exodus 19:4-6) 

  
As you reflect on this passage, answer the following questions:  
 
 

1. How is God’s covenant related to God’s deliverance?  
 
 

2. What is the Sovereign Deliverer asking His people to do? 
 
 

3. How do you think this Covenant relates to the church? 
 
 

It is essential for us to understand that the Mosaic Covenant is the Old Testament’s foundational 
description of the people of God.  Peter announces to the churches of Asia Minor that they are a 
continuation of the declaration of the Mosaic Covenant.  Notice how Peter describes the church.   
 

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light. (1 Peter 2:9) 

 
Notice the four statements Peter uses to describe the church. Record how you think these 
descriptive statements are understood and applied in your church. 
 
 Chosen race: 
 
 Royal priesthood: 
 
 Holy nation: 
 
 People for His own possession: 
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II.  A People of God’s Own Possession (Mosaic Covenant) 
 
The church is a community of people who have turned away from their idolatry, expressed in 
serving and worshiping other gods, but have been redeemed by declared their complete allegiance 
to their God and King, Jesus Christ.  Just as the Father created for himself a people, from the seed 
Abraham and Sarah, to live under His sovereign authority, He expanded His people from the 
redeemed of the nations, the Church, to live under the sovereign authority of King Jesus.   
 

that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his 
right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and 
dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the 
one to come. And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all 
things to the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
(Ephesians 1:20–23) 

 
The church is a community of people who have become His possession, through their obedience 
of faith to Jesus the Christ (the Messiah King), who are to now live under His sovereign rule and 
reign in relationship to God (His people) and to world into which He has sent us. 
 
Based on your experience, does the church actively live this out today?  
 
 
 
  
III.  A Witness to the Peoples 
  

See, I have taught you statutes and rules, as the LORD my God commanded me, 
that you should do them in the land that you are entering to take possession of it. 
Keep them and do them, for that will be your wisdom and your understanding in 
the sight of the peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, 'Surely 
this great nation is a wise and understanding people.' For what great nation is 
there that has a god so near to it as the LORD our God is to us, whenever we call 
upon him? And what great nation is there, that has statutes and rules so righteous 
as all this law that I set before you today? (Deuteronomy 4:5-8) 

  
The statutes and rules that were given during the Exodus journey relate to three relationships of 
God’s people:  

§ Their relationship to God 
§ Their relationship with each other 
§ Their relationship to the foreigner in their midst. 

Why does Moses tell the people of God to live according to these statutes?  If they do live 
according to these statutes, what will be the peoples' response?  Notice that God is their King and 
that he tells them how they are to live in relationship to His laws and statutes. Also, notice one of 
the ways that Israel was to witness to the nations who God was. Record your thoughts. 
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IV.  A Light to the Nations 
  

[The Lord] says: 'It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up 
the tribes of Jacob and to bring back the preserved of Israel; I will make you as a 
light for the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.’ (Isaiah 
49:6) 

  
This passage is part of the Servant Song in Isaiah 49, and it speaks prophetically of the coming 
Servant of God; the promised seed of Abraham. In Isaiah's historical context, this passage also 
should have been a reminder to the remnant of Israel that they were intended to be a light to the 
nations. 
  
The church now lives under a new and better covenant in which Christ secures God's blessing for 
the nations. However, we are still commanded to be a light to the world by living righteously as 
citizens of Christ's kingdom (Matthew 5:14).  What can the church learn from Israel's example?  
Spend some time praying about what God is teaching you. 
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One Another  
 
It is fascinating to me that there is not a lot of information in the New Testament related to the 
church. In fact, there are only a handful of passages on leadership or ministry positions, and little 
is said regarding liturgy or church polity. There are three passages that relate to spiritual gifts, 
which is for the edification of the church body. The most prevalent description of church found in 
the New Testament is in the one another passages.  
 
In the Pentateuch, the first five books of the Old Testament, you will find the laws and statutes 
that describe for the people of God how they were to live under the sovereign authority of God.  
In the New Testament, the one another passages describe what is looks like to live under the 
sovereign authority of Jesus Christ in relationship to each other in the church where Jesus is King.   
 
As you read the following one another passages I want you to consider these questions: What 
does Jesus require from His followers?  What one another statements do you think are attractive 
and what statements are you not sure you want to participate in?  What does the biblical 
community of God’s people look like when followers of Jesus Christ yield to the authority of 
Christ in terms of how they relate to each other?  Why do you think are we so nonchalant to the 
teachings of Scripture as we ignore how we are to live in community with each other in the 
church? 
  
Methodically read through the Scripture passages below, and record your response to the 
questions above: 
 
Romans 12:10 
 Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. 
  
Romans 12:16 
 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never 
be wise in your own sight. 
  
Romans 13:8 
 Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has 
fulfilled the law. 
  
Romans 14:13 
 Then let us not pass judgment on one another any longer, but rather decide never to put a 
stumbling block or hindrance in the way of a brother. 
  
Romans 15:5 
 May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one 
another, in accord with Christ Jesus ...  
 
Romans 15:14 
 I myself am satisfied about you, my brothers, that you yourselves are full of goodness, 
filled with all knowledge and able to instruct one another. 
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I Corinthians 12:24b-26 
 ... God has so composed the body, giving greater honor to the part that lacked it, that 
there may be no discord in the body, but that the members may have the same care for one 
another. If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together. 
  
II Corinthians 13:11 
 Finally, brothers, rejoice. Aim for restoration, comfort one another, agree with one 
another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. 
 
Galatians 5:13 
 For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity 
for the flesh, but through love serve one another. 
 
Galatians 5:15 
 But if you bite and devour one another, watch out that you are not consumed by one 
another. 
  
Galatians 5:26 
 Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one another. 
  
Galatians 6:2 
 Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. 
   
Ephesians 4:1-2 
 I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to 
which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one 
another in love. 
  
Ephesians 4:32 
 Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave 
you. 
  
Ephesians 5:18b, 21 
 ... be filled with the Spirit ... submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ. 
  
Colossians 3:9 
 Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices ...  
  
Colossians 3:13 
 ... bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each 
other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 
  
Colossians 3:16 
 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all 
wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 
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2 Thessalonians 3:12 
 ... and may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, as 
we do for you ... 
  
1 Thessalonians 4:9 
 Now concerning brotherly love you have no need for anyone to write to you, for you 
yourselves have been taught by God to love one another...  
 
1 Thessalonians 4:18 
 Therefore encourage one another with these words. 
  
1 Thessalonians 5:11 
 Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing. 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:15 
 See that no one repays anyone evil for evil, but always seek to do good to one another and 
to everyone. 
 
2 Thessalonians 1:3 
 We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers, as is right, because your faith is 
growing abundantly, and the love of every one of you for one another is increasing. 
  
Hebrews 3:13 
 But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called 'today,' that none of you may be 
hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. 
 
Hebrews 10:24-25 
 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to 
meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see 
the Day drawing near. 
  
James 4:11 
 Do not speak evil against one another, brothers. The one who speaks against a brother or 
judges his brother, speaks evil against the law and judges the law. But if you judge the law, you 
are not a doer of the law but a judge. 
 
James 5:9 
 Do not grumble against one another, brothers, so that you may not be judged; behold, the 
Judge is standing at the door. 
  
James 5:16 
 Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be 
healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working. 
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After reading these Scriptures, what are your thoughts?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Do these verses describe what you are looking for in a church?  Explain your answer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Does this picture of the church seem impossible to obtain?  Explain your response. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What do you think the world’s response would be if they saw followers of Christ living this way? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
One Another Passages and Bonhoeffer Quotes 
Before we move on from the one another descriptions of the local church, read the following 
quotes from Life Together: The Classic Exploration of Christian Community, by Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer. Record your response to each quote and identify the “One Another” Scripture(s) that 
relates to each quote (i.e., use the “One Another” passages provided on 109-111)  
 

“The person who loves their dream of community will destroy community, but the 
person who loves those around them will create community.” 

 
 
 
 

“Let him who cannot be alone beware of community... Let him who is not in 
community beware of being alone... Each by itself has profound perils and pitfalls. 
One who wants fellowship without solitude plunges into the void of words and 
feelings, and the one who seeks solitude without fellowship perishes in the abyss 
of vanity, self-infatuation and despair. 
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“Nothing can be more cruel than the leniency which abandons others to their sin. 
Nothing can be more compassionate than the severe reprimand which calls another 
Christian in one’s community back from the path of sin.” 
 
 
 
 
“If my sinfulness appears to me to be in any way smaller or less detestable in 
comparison with the sins of others, I am still not recognizing my sinfulness at all. 
... How can I possibly serve another person in unfeigned humility if I seriously 
regard his sinfulness as worse than my own?” 
 
 
 
 
 
“A Christian fellowship lives and exists by the intercession of its members for one 
another, or it collapses. I can no longer condemn or hate a brother for whom I pray, 
no matter how much trouble he causes me. His face, that hitherto may have been 
strange and intolerable to me, is transformed in intercession into the countenance 
of a brother for whom Christ died, the face of a forgiven sinner.” 
 
 
 
 
 

The Church and the Mission of God 
 
The mission of God is discovered in the story of God. However, one of the greatest challenges we 
face is reading the Bible and not considering how every truth is to be understood in the context of 
God's story. The conclusion I have come to is that most followers of Christ carry around hundreds 
to thousands of puzzle pieces that represent the biblical truths that they have learned throughout 
their life in the church, but no-one has shown them the picture on the box. Have you ever tried to 
complete a 1000-piece puzzle without looking at the picture? I think that would be torturous. The 
picture on the box is the story of God's redemption, from Genesis to Revelation, in which he 
blesses all the families of the earth through the offspring of Abraham-Jesus Christ-resulting in "a 
great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and 
languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb" (Revelations 7:9). 
  
In order to understand God’s purpose for establishing the church we must discover its mission in 
the context of God’s story.  God's call on your life must be understood in the context of God's 
story and its plot of the redemption of the nations through Jesus Christ. 
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The call of God for you to participate in the local manifestation of the body of Christ, the church, 
is central to the accomplishment of God's mission of making disciples of all nations. Here are 
several reasons why this is so: 
 
1. The Church was Born in a Global Context 
 
The birth of the church transpired on the day of Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit filled 120 
followers of Jesus Christ in the upper room. As the 120 disciples of Jesus were filled with the 
Holy Spirit, they began to speak the gospel in the languages of the nations gathered in Jerusalem 
for the Feast of Pentecost.   
  
 Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under 

heaven.  And at this sound the multitude came together, and they were bewildered, 
because each one was hearing them speak in his own language.  And they were 
amazed and astonished, saying, ‘Are not all these who are speaking Galileans?  
And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native language? Parthians and 
Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, 
Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging 
to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and 
Arabians-we hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God’. (Acts 
2:5-11) 

  
As a crowd gathers because of the commotion of this event, Peter stood up and preached the first 
sermon in the church Jesus created. About 3,000 souls were added to the church that day. 
Missions is not just something the church does, the mission of Jesus Christ of making 
disciples of all nations is part of the churches DNA.  Record your thoughts. 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  The Local Church is Tasked with Sending 
 
Notice that it was the church at Antioch that set apart Barnabas and Saul at God's command: 
  
 Now there were in the church at Antioch prophets and teachers, Barnabas, Simeon 

who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen a lifelong friend of Herod the 
tetrarch, and Saul. While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy 
Spirit said, 'Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have 
called them.' Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands on them and sent 
them off. (Acts 13:1-3) 

 
All local churches should be participating in prayer and fasting to discern who God has called to 
go to the nations.  Why do you think we do not do this? 
 
 



COMMUNITY 

115  

3. Visible Union of the Local Church 
 
It is through the visible, intimate union of the local church that the world will know that the 
Father sent the Son. 

 
I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their 
word, that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that 
they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. The 
glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we 
are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the 
world may know that you sent me and loved them even as you loved me. (John 
17:20-23) 

 
After reading this passage, answer the following questions: 
  

1. According to verse 21, Jesus prays that the church's oneness would reflect the oneness of 
whom?   

 
 
 

2. Jesus also invites the church to experience the oneness of whom?  
 

 
 
 

3. Why does Jesus pray for these two things, found in verse 21, for the church? 
 

  
 
 

4. In verses 22-23, what does Jesus pray for and why? 
 

 
 
 

5. How do you think the church is doing in yielding to the prayer Jesus?  
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The Church: A Training Center For the Saints 
 
Most denominational surveys reveal that the majority of church members believe that they exist 
to support the ministry of the paid ministry staff of the church. The majority of church members 
are living in an upside-down church world, whereas the Bible states that the church ministry staff 
exist to train the saints for ministry.  Paul speaks directly to why the offices or positions in the 
church exist.   
 

And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and 
teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of 
Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son 
of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 
so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried 
about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful 
schemes. Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into 
him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and held 
together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working 
properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love. (Ephesians 4:11-
16) 
  

Notice the positions in the church that Paul listed in this passage: 
 
Apostles  Those who the plant churches among the unreached (Romans 15:18-21) 
  Today’s missionaries 
 
Prophets Those who speak for God from His Word (Exodus 4:15-16; II Timothy   
  3:16-17) 
 
Evangelists Those who proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ in order to make disciples   
  of Jesus (II Timothy 4:5) 
 
Shepherds Those who care for the community of faith (Acts 20:28) 
 
Teachers Those who study the Word, obey the Word and teach the Word  
  (Ezra 7:10) 
 
 
In your own words, explain what these offices in the church are task to accomplish and what are 
the outcomes of their ministry in the church? 
 
 
 
Pause:  Prayerfully ask God to expose your commitment to the local body of Christ, especially in 
relationship to all that you have been studying in this study on the community of faith.  Will you 
obey what God has been teaching you?  Who will you tell about what God is teaching you and 
convicting you of?  


