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Identity: Who Are We in Jesus Christ? 
 
 
Holy and Holiness 
God's purpose and calling for your life in Christ is to be holy as He is holy. When God delivered 
the Jewish slaves out of Egypt, and called them to be His people, they were to be holy as God 
was holy. 
  

For I am the LORD your God. Consecrate yourselves therefore, and be holy, for I 
am holy. You shall not defile yourselves with any swarming thing that crawls on 
the ground. For I am the LORD who brought you up out of the land of Egypt to be 
your God. You shall therefore be holy, for I am holy. (Leviticus 11:44-45) 

  
Peter uses the latter phrase from Leviticus 11 to declare that the people of God – the church (both 
Jews and Gentiles), are to be holy as God is holy. 
 

As obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former 
ignorance, but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your  
conduct, since it is written, ‘You shall be holy, for I am holy.’ (1 Peter 1:14-16) 

  
When you think of "being holy", what images come to your mind? 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
When the term holy is applied to God, it designates Him as follows: 
  

"... the lofty, the heavenly, separated in space from men-dwelling on high. He is 
the majestic, the morally lofty, separated from the human, not only as a finite 
material creature, but as a sinful, impure creature. To Israel the name 'Holy' or 
'Holy One' was the highest expression for God. It was the name for God ... as 
transcendent above all the created world. He is wholly other; He stands utterly 
above the created world. He is in a category all to Himself."  
(Ron Dunn, Called to Be Holy) 

  
Holiness is the only attribute of God that is spoken in the following emphatic form: "Holy, holy, 
holy is the LORD of hosts..." (Isaiah 6:3). Holiness characterizes who God is and everything 
He does. God is frequently referred to in the Old Testament as "the Holy One of Israel" and the 
New Testament reminds us "holy is His name" (Luke 1:49). 
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Throughout Leviticus, the term holy is descriptive of an object, a day, or a person that is 
dedicated, devoted, or sanctified for a purpose. 
  

God has dedicated Israel as His people. They are 'holy' by their relationship to the 'holy' 
God. All of the Jewish people are in a sense 'holy' as members of the covenant 
community, irrespective of their faith and obedience ... God's intent was to use this 
'holy' nation as a ‘holy’ royal priesthood amongst the nations (Ex. 19:6). Based on 
the intimate nature of the relationship, God expected His people to live up to His 
'holy' expectations and, thus, to demonstrate that they were a ' holy nation': 'And 
ye shall be holy unto me: for I the Lord am holy, and have severed you from other 
people, that ye should be mine.’ (Lev. 20:26)  
(Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Old Testament Words) 
  

Spend some time in prayer considering the holiness of God and our privilege of being set apart 
and devoted to Him.  After your reflection, answer the following questions:  
 
Why do you think He has set you apart?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Since you have been set apart, how do you think we should live? 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
We should celebrate that we have been set apart by and for God, called into relationship and 
service dedicated to Him. However, there is also a practical side to holiness, that is, becoming 
like God in our character.  Romans 8:29 says, "For those whom [God] foreknew he also 
predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn 
among many brothers." 
  
Notice that God's purpose in calling you to belong to Jesus Christ is so that you might be 
conformed to the image of Christ. This will happen fully and finally when Christ returns, but 
even now, as brothers and sisters of Christ, God intends for us to look like our Elder Brother, 
which means that we are to grow in holiness. This kind of growth happens as we live in the light 
of our union with Christ. 
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When Peter writes to the persecuted churches in Asia Minor (present-day Turkey), he speaks to 
both the positional reality of their holiness and the practical reality of their holiness.  

§ Positionally, these believers are holy because they have been set apart by God as a 
"chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for [God's] own possession"  
(1 Peter 2:9) through the redemptive work of Jesus Christ.  

§ Practically, holiness should be revealed in their behavior. Citing Leviticus 11:44-45, 
Peter says, ''As obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former 
ignorance, but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct"  
(1 Peter 1:14-15). 

 
Consider the following statements and scriptures related to holiness: 
 

1. Without Holiness We Cannot See God 
  
Hebrews 12:14 
 Strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness without which no one will see the 
Lord.  
 

2. Holiness is The Goal of Our Salvation  
 
Titus 2:11-14 
 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to 
renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives 
in the present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and 
Savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for 
himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good works. 
  

3. Holiness is The Object of Christ's New Creation 
  
Ephesians 4:20-24 
 But that is not the way you learned Christ! – assuming that you have heard about him 
and were taught in him, as the truth is in Jesus, to put off your old self, which belongs to your 
former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful desires, and to be renewed in the spirit of 
your minds, and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness 
and holiness. 
  
Pause and prayerfully reflect on the statements and passages listed above. Record what God’s 
Word says about His call to holy living and your response.  
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Unfortunately, holiness does not seem to be a priority in the church today. J.I. Packer, one of the 
great theologians of our day, was asked to write a response to the question "Is personal holiness 
passé?" Packer concluded “yes, it is passé.” His conclusion was based on the following 
observations:  

§ It is rare to hear a sermon on holiness 
§ Holiness is not a quality we look for in our Christian leaders 
§ Our evangelism is void of the call to holiness 

 
I love what Charles Spurgeon says about living out our holiness in Christ: 
  

A faith which works not for purification will work for putrefaction. Unless our 
faith makes us pine after holiness, it is no better than the faith of devils, and 
perhaps it is not even so good as that. A holy man is the workmanship of the Holy 
Spirit.  
(Receiving the Holy Spirit) 

 
Pause: Record your thoughts on the quotes by Packer and Spurgeon.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
As we move through this study, you will explore who you have become through the sanctifying 
work of Jesus Christ. You are holy because He is holy. Before you move on, prayerfully 
contemplate the following two quotes below and record your thoughts. The principles addressed 
in these quotes are essential for applying what you will learn about identity. 
  

Nowhere can we get to know the holiness of God, and come under its influence 
and power except in the inner chamber [prayer]. No man can expect to make 
progress in holiness who is not often and long alone with God.  
(Andrew Murray, The Prayer Life: Persevering in Prayer) 
  
The one marvelous secret of a holy life lies not in imitating Jesus, but in letting 
the perfections of Jesus manifest themselves in my mortal flesh. Sanctification is 
'Christ in you.' ... Sanctification is not drawing from Jesus the power to be holy; it 
is drawing from Jesus the holiness that was manifested in Him, and He manifests 
it in me. 
(Oswald Chambers, My Utmost for Hist Highest) 

 
Reflection:  
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Who Are You in Christ? 
 
Who are you? What is your identity? Every day our culture, media, friends, and family continue 
to define us. If we are not vigilant to discern their input, we are at the mercy of these identity-
definers. When we enter into God's salvation and become His holy child, dedicated to Him, are 
we still the same person that is simply forgiven and destined for heaven? Or has our core identity 
changed? Are we fundamentally sinners who are striving to be holy, or are we saints that must 
still do battle with sin? 
  
Pause and respond to the questions above. 
  
  
 
 
 
If we are still, at the deepest level, enslaved to our sin, then what do we do with the biblical 
commands to live holy lives? The pursuit of practical holiness sounds like a cruel joke that leads 
to a life of frustration, defeat, and maybe depression. On the other hand, if we really are saints 
and holy in Christ, why do we still struggle with sin?  Pause and respond to the questions. 
 
 
 
 
In Paul's second letter to the saints who are a part of the sin-riddled church of the triune God in 
Corinth and Achaia, he reminds them who they are in Christ: “Therefore if anyone is in Christ, 
he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come” (2 Corinthians 5:17). 
  
What an amazing declaration! But what does it mean? How does this concept of being a "new 
creation" answer the questions above?  It is essential for us to discover what Paul is stating.  
What is this new creation? How does the biblical writers describe this new creation?  How does 
it relate to our position and practice of holiness?  Record your thoughts below.   
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As you work through this study, I pray that you will be overwhelmed by how the biblical writers 
describe who you are as a new creation in Jesus Christ. I hope you will see how we, as the holy 
vessels of God, should think of ourselves when viewed through the eyes of God and the 
transforming work of Jesus. 
 
As you read the following passage, prayerfully discover and record the statements that describes 
your identity in Christ and what you have received through and from Him. Then, consider the 
contrasting implications related to your own self-identity or thoughts. (Example: If I have been 
made righteous, then why do I not feel like or live like I am righteous?) 
  

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in 
him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless 
before him. In love he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through 
Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, to the praise of his glorious 
grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. In him we have redemption 
through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his 
grace, which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight making known to us 
the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ as a 
plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things 
on earth. 
  
In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the 
purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, so that 
we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. In him 
you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and 
believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee 
of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory. 
(Ephesians 1:3-14) 

 
The above passage is just the beginning of your journey through Scripture. The following 
passages will be like drinking from a firehose. Please do not be in a hurry. Prayerfully savor 
every phrase and every word. Ask God to open your eyes so that you might behold wondrous 
things from God’s Word (Psalm 119:18). 
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Discovering Your Position in Christ  
 
As you read through these passages, create "I" statements that will help you discover your 
identity in Jesus Christ (For example, The “I” statement for Romans 5:1 - I have been justified 
and I am at peace with God).  
 
Identify the verses you struggle with and spend some time in confession for the truths you have 
rejected in the past. Then take a praise-break to celebrate the verses that capture your heart. One 
word of caution: do not force meaning into a passage that is not there – stay true to the text. 
  
John 15:5 
 No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; 
but I have called you friends, for all chat I have heard from my Father I have made known to 
you. 
 
Statement:  
 
 
 
Romans 5:1 
 Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Statement:  
 
 
 
Romans 6:2-6 
 By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? Do you not know that all of us 
who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were buried 
therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 
by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with 
him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We know 
that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, 
so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 
 
Statement:  
 
 
 
Romans 6:18 
 and, having been set free from sin, [we] have become slaves of righteousness. 
 
Statement:  
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Romans 8:1-2 
 There is therefore now no condemnation for chose who are in Christ Jesus. For the law 
of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 
 
Statement:  
 
 
 
 
 Romans 8:9 
 You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in 
you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 
 
Statement:  
 
 
 
 
Romans 8:15-17 
 For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received 
the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, 'Abba! Father!' The Spirit himself bears witness 
with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs-heirs of God and fellow 
heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order chat we may also be glorified with him. 
 
Statement:  
 
 
 
  
Romans 8:37 
 ... in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 
 
Statement:  
 
 
 
 
1 Corinthians 1:2 
 To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be 
saints together with all those who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
both their Lord and ours. 
 
Statement:  
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1 Corinthians 1:4-9 
 I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was given you in 
Christ Jesus, that in every way you were enriched in him in all speech and all knowledge-even as 
the testimony about Christ was confirmed among you-so that you are not lacking in any gift, as 
you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in 
the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of 
his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Statement:  
 
 
 
 
1 Corinthians 1:30 
 And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, 
righteousness and sanctification and redemption. 
 
Statement:  
 
  
 
 
1 Corinthians 2:16 
 For who has understood the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him? But we have the mind 
of Christ. 
 
Statement:  
 
  
 
1 Corinthians 6:17-20 
 But he who is joined to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. Flee from sexual 
immorality. Every other sin a person commits is outside the body, but the sexually immoral 
person sins against his own body. Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy 
Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, for you were bought with a 
price. So glorify God in your body. 
 
Statement:  
 
 
 
2 Corinthians 1:21-22 
 And it is God who establishes us with you in Christ, and has anointed us, and who has 
also put his seal on us and given us his Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee. 
 
Statement: 
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2 Corinthians 2:14-16 
 But thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads us in triumphal procession, and 
through us spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of him everywhere. For we are the aroma of 
Christ to God among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing, to one a 
fragrance from death to death, to the other a fragrance from life to life. Who is sufficient for 
these things? 
 
Statement:  
 
  
2 Corinthians 3:18 
 And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed 
into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is 
the Spirit. 
 
Statement:  
 
 
  
2 Corinthians 5:21 
 For our sake he [God] made him [Christ] to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him 
[Christ] we might become the righteousness of God. 
 
Statement:  
 
 
 
Galatians 2:20 
 I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. 
And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
himself for me. 
 
Statement:  
 
 
 
Galatians 3:27-29 
 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew 
nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in 
Christ Jesus. And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to 
promise. 
 
Statement:  
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Galatians 4:1-7 
 I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a slave, though he is the 
owner of everything, but he is under guardians and managers until the date set by his father. In 
the same way we also, when we were children, were enslaved to the elementary principles of the 
world. But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born 
under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as 
sons. And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, 
“Abba! Father!”  So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through 
God. 
 
Statement:  
 
 
 
Ephesians 2:5-6 
 even when we were dead in our trespasses, [God] made us alive together with Christ-by 
grace you have been saved- and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus. 
 
Statement:  
 
 
 
Philippians 4:13 
 I can do all things through him who strengthens me. 
 
Statement:  
 
  
 
Colossians 1:22-23a 
 He has now reconciled [you] in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you 
holy and blameless and above reproach before him, if indeed you continue in the faith, stable 
and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard, which has been 
proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a minister. 
 
Statement:  
 
 
  
Colossians 1:27 
 To them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the 
glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 
 
Statement:  
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Colossians 2:11-14 
 In him also you were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, by putting off 
the body of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, having been buried with him in baptism, in 
which you were also raised with him through faith in the powerful working God, who raised him 
from the dead. And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, 
God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, by canceling the record 
of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. 
 
(I encourage you to read this verse a few times – pause and reflect on what it is saying) 
 
Statement:  
 
 
 
1 Peter 1:3 
 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  According to his great mercy, 
he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead. 
 
Statement:  
 
 
 
  
1 Peter 2:5 
 You yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy 
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
 
Statement:  
 
 
  
 
1 Peter 2:9-11 
 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into 
his marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had 
not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and 
exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul. 
 
Statement:  
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2 Peter 1:3-4 
 His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through 
the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence, by which he has granted to 
us his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the 
divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire. 
 
Statement:  
 
 
  
 
I John 4:10 
 In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins. 
 
Statement:  
 
 
 
 
 
Overwhelmed yet? These passages are declarations describing who you are in Christ Jesus. In 
the space below, summarize your response to all the passages in a short paragraph.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Did you find yourself at times arguing with God about this new creation description of yourself?  
Did any of the following thoughts overwhelm you?  God this cannot be true; I do not feel this 
way; I cannot live up to this; or I keep failing to live up to this new identity. The first step is to 
stop fixating on yourself and cast your gaze on Him. I pray that you will never forget His 
precepts, for it is through them you have been given life (Psalm 119:93). 
 
Before you move on, spend some time in praise and celebration in what God has done. 
 
After your time of celebration, pause and consider this question: who have you allowed to define 
you?  If it's not Christ, then begin with confession and repentance, which are always the first 
steps towards restoration. Then realize that you must participate in your transformation through 
the process of the "renewal of your mind" (Romans 12:2). It is through the lens of biblical 
truth that the reality of who you are and the world that you live in is defined. It is the Word 
of God that counters the lies of the world. If we do not know the Word, then we are at the 
mercy of the enemies of God and man – sin, Satan, and death. That is why we must feed on 
God's Word daily. 
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Study Notes: 
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How to Live According to Our Identity? 
 
Hopefully you have established the biblical foundation of your identity, your position in Jesus 
Christ.  According to the Scriptures, our practice always flows from our position in Jesus, our 
identity in Jesus.  The Christian life is impossible; you cannot live the Christian life on your own.  
However, God has established our position in Jesus at the point of our salvation.  At that moment 
we were sanctified, declared holy, and made righteous through the redemptive work of Jesus 
Christ.  The rest of this study will investigate how we are to live out the reality of our position in 
Christ.   
 
Walking in The Holy Spirit 
 Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go 
away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you. (John 16:7) 
 
God has not asked us to do our best to live a holy life. Rather, He has given us all that we need in 
order to obey His call to be holy as He is holy until the day we meet Jesus’ face to face and are 
liberated from the weakness of the flesh. 
  
The first truth that we must cling to is the promise that Christ will be with us always (Matthew 
28:20). The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Christ who dwells in us and empowers us to accomplish 
the Father's will (Romans 8:9; 1 Corinthians 6:19). Consider how the passages below state some 
of the ways the Holy Spirit works in the lives of God's people and record your reflection for each 
passage: 
  

1. We receive the Holy Spirit when we believe in Christ: 
  
 Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, "Out of his heart will flow rivers of 
living water."' Now this he said about the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to 
receive, for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.  
(John 7:38-39) 
 
Reflection: 
 
 
 
  
 And Peter said to them, 'Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.’ 
(Acts 2:38) 
  
Reflection: 
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2. The Holy Spirit liberates us from sin so that we may be transformed to the image of 
the Son: 

  
 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. And we 
all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same 
image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit. (2 
Corinthians 3:17-18) 
  
Reflection: 
 
 
 

3. We are to walk in the Spirit so that we do not fulfill the desires of the flesh: 
  
 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. For the 
desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for 
these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things you want to do. 
(Galatians 5:16-17) 
 
Reflection: 
 
 
  

4. We are commanded to be continually filled with the Spirit: 
  
 Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. And do not get 
drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit. (Ephesians 5:17-18) 
 
Reflection: 
 
 
 

5. Living according to the Spirit is the only way we can please God: 
  
 For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but 
those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. For to set the 
mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For the mind that is 
set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God's law; indeed, it cannot. Those 
who are in the flesh cannot please God. (Romans 8:5-8) 
 
Reflection: 
 
  
 
Summarize what you have learned from these passages about the Holy Spirit and how you are to 
walk in holiness.  
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Spiritual Breathing 
 
Being filled with the Holy Spirit is a moment-to-moment process of walking/living according to 
the Spirit. Every morning when you wake-up, you should ask God to fill you with the Holy 
Spirit. However, because of sin we can grieve or quench the Spirit, which means we are then are 
walking in the flesh.  Bill Bright, the founder of Cru (formally known as Campus Crusade for 
Christ), encouraged the practice of spiritual breathing when we are convicted of sin and realize 
that we are no longer walking in the fulness of the Holy Spirit, but rather walking in the flesh. 
 

§ First Exhale: confess your sin – agree with God concerning your sin and thank Him for 
His forgiveness of it, according to 1 John 1:9 and Hebrews 10:1-25. Confession involves 
repentance – a change in attitude and action. 

§ Second Inhale: surrender the control of your life to Christ, and appropriate (receive) the 
fullness of the Holy Spirit by faith. Trust that He now directs and empowers you; 
according to the command of Ephesians 5:18, and the promise of 1 John 5:14-15. 

 
Over fifty years ago I discovered this practice and I would encourage you to develop this 
spiritual exercise.  Also, consider the following prayer from Augustine, an early church father 
from the 5th century, to be your prayer today: 
  

Breath in me, O Holy Spirit, that my thoughts may all be holy. Act in me, O Holy 
Spirit, that my work, too, may be holy. Draw my heart, O Holy Spirit, that I love 
but what is holy. Strengthen me, O Holy Spirit, to defend all that is holy. Guard 
me, then, O Holy Spirit, that I always may be holy. 

 
What is God teaching you? 
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How Do We Daily Appropriate God’s Grace and Live by Faith?  
 
Grace and Faith 
 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the 
gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
  
Every disciple of Jesus Christ who is active in sharing the gospel knows this passage because it 
highlights the truth that salvation is the work of God's grace. A popular way of defining grace is 
through the use of the acrostic “God's Riches At Christ's Expense” or simply by using the phrase 
“unmerited favor”. I love John Piper's definition: "God's grace is the inclination of the divine 
heart to treat us better than we deserve." 
  
Unfortunately, most followers of Christ only understand grace as God's unmerited favor at 
the point of conversion, but there is so much more. God's grace also motivates and empowers 
His people to accomplish His will and purposes. As the apostle Paul testifies, "But He [God] 
said to me, 'My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.' Therefore 
I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me" 
(2 Corinthians 12:9). 
  
God's grace provides the power, the wisdom, and the ability to accomplish everything He calls us 
to be and do in every situation we face. God's daily provision of grace also provides the 
motivation to live out the reality of our identity in Christ. Our responsibility and privilege is to 
appropriate the grace that God lavishes on us each day. 
  
As you prayerfully read through the following Scripture passages, notice the power and the 
influence of God’s grace that is active in the lives of His people.  Also, notice who God gives 
grace to and how we are encouraged to grow in this grace. 
  
1 Corinthians 15:10 
 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the 
contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with 
me. 
(Notice how both definitions of grace discussed above [i.e., the bolded and underline statements 
above] are used in this verse) 
  
Reflection: 
 
 
 
2 Thessalonians 1:11-12 
 To this end we always pray for you, that our God may make you worthy of his calling and 
may fulfill every resolve for good and every work of faith by his power, so that the name of our 
Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace of our God and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Reflection: 
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2 Peter 3:17-18 
 You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, take care that you are not carried away 
with the error of lawless people and lose your own stability. But grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both now and to the day of 
eternity. Amen. 
 
Reflection: 
 
 
  
2 Corinthians 9:8 
 And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all 
things at all times, you may abound in every good work. 
 
Reflection: 
 
 
 
Titus 2:11-14 
 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to 
renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives 
in the present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and 
Savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for 
himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good works. 
 
(Don't miss the two facets of God’s grace in this passage.) 
 
Reflection: 
 
 
 
  
James 4:6 
 But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, 'God opposes the proud but gives grace to the 
humble.’ 
 
Reflection: 
 
 
 
 
 
  
What have you learned about God’s grace today? Use what you have learned to guide you in 
your prayers to the Father. 
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We desperately need God’s grace to live out the reality of our new identity in Jesus Christ. As 
you move through this section, it is designed to help you understand how to appropriate the grace 
that God provides each day to live in and through Him. “But he said to me, ‘My grace is 
sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.’ Therefore I will boast all the more 
gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me” (2 Corinthians 12:9). 
 
Let's get practical.  Paul says that you are no longer a slave to sin (Romans 6:6) and that you 
now live under the reign of God's grace (verse 14). How do you live in light of this grace? How 
do you appropriate it so that you are continually turning from sin and walking in obedience to 
God? The answer is "by faith." 
  
To live "by faith" means to live in reliance on God's promises to us in Jesus Christ. While we 
cannot see these promises with our eyes or feel them with our senses, we trust the God who 
spoke them. After all, we "walk by faith, not by sight" (2 Corinthians 5:7). (See also Hebrews 
11:1 which defines faith as “… the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not 
seen.” Faith relies on God’s promises and not merely on what can be physically observed.) 
  
Based on this understanding of faith, let's unpack Paul's words in Galatians 2:20: 
 

I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives 
in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who 
loved me and gave himself for me. 

  
Paul declares confidently that he has been crucified with Christ, even though he did not (literally) 
see Christ be crucified. It was God's gift of faith that gave Paul the assurance that Christ's 
crucifixion was real and that it was the event in which Paul's old self, who he was in Adam, was 
put to death. 
  
Notice the paradox in this verse: Paul declares that he has died with Christ and that Christ now 
lives in him. But then Paul talks about the life he lives. Wait, I thought Paul was dead! 
The paradox is solved by the words "I live by faith." The old Paul was crucified with Christ, and 
the new Paul, the one who has been made a new creation in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17), now 
lives "by faith in the Son of God." In other words, Paul lives his life based on the spiritual 
realities of Galatians 2:20. 
  
Next, let's look at one of the passages about grace: 
  

But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. 
On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the 
grace of God that is with me. (1 Corinthians 15:10) 
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Paul first addresses the unmerited favor of God’s grace that granted him salvation and 
apostleship. Paul then explains that this unmerited favor was not "in vain;” that is, God's grace 
did not result in inactivity on Paul's part. He "worked harder" than the other apostles, which 
seems to contradict grace. But Paul admits that it was not him working but the grace of God at 
work within him. Paul trusted in God's grace – the grace that empowered him to accomplish 
God's plans for him based on who he was in Jesus Christ. 
 
The grace of God that saves us through faith (Ephesians 2:8-9) also empowers us for the "good 
works" that God has prepared for us (Ephesians 2:10). These good works reveal that God's grace 
is not in vain in the life of a follower of Christ. A professed faith that does not seem to produce 
good works should cause us to question whether we have truly received God's saving grace. 
  
The apostle Peter says something similar. Consider his encouragement in the verse below and 
discover the result of doing everything through God's grace: 
  

... whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God supplies-in order 
that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong 
glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. (1 Peter 4:11b) 

  
Reflect on what you have learned so far and think of questions you still have. Take those 
questions to the Father and talk about them in your Life Groups and D Groups. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Paul beautifully describes God's transforming work in the lives of the Corinthians; a work which 
He accomplished through His Son and His Spirit:  
 

And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were 
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God 
(1 Corinthians 6:11). 

 
I have witnessed the frustrations of followers of Christ trying to live up to what seems to be a 
long list of biblical dos and don’ts. I pray that you are starting to find your spiritual mooring, 
your firm foundation, and that this would result in freedom, rest, and the kind of grace-based 
holy living that Christ calls you to. 
  
When it comes to holiness, do you live in frustration or rest? 
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As you continue the study, keep in mind that God's unmerited favor starts with grace and is 
received through God's gift of faith: "For by grace you have been saved through faith; And 
this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God" (Ephesians 2:8-9). Through this gift of salvation, 
God lavishes His promises upon all who believe. 
  
The ultimate promise is the gift of the Holy Spirit through whom we experience the intimate 
presence and power of the triune God. The promises (plural) are the hundreds of declarations that 
describe our new life in Jesus Christ. Our response to these promises is to believe, rely on, 
entrust ourselves to what God has promised concerning the present and future realities of those 
who are in Christ. Through faith, we appropriate the power and wisdom of God promised to us, 
which enables us to fulfill God's will through grace-empowered obedience and good works. And, 
in turn, these good works point others back to God: "...  so that they may see your good works 
and give glory to your Father who is in heaven" (Matthew 5:16).  
 
Appropriating God’s Grace and Living by Faith 
 
What does it look like to live the Christian life based on our position/identity in Jesus 
appropriating God’s grace and living by faith? 
 
An example:   
When you are tempted to sin, remind yourself of the promises of God: that you are a temple of 
the Spirit of God (1 Corinthians 6:19) and that you live in oneness with Him (John 17:20-26).  
Then reflect on a few of the promises of God, for example: you are no longer a slave to sin but a 
slave to righteousness (Romans 6:16-19). In Christ, you are the righteousness of God (2 
Corinthians 5:21); You are a saint, set apart as holy (Romans 1:7). 
  
Even though you do not feel righteous or holy, you need to intentionally remind yourself that 
God's Word (and not your feelings) determines your reality. Your conversation might sound 
something like this: "Wait! That is not who I am in Christ. Christ has made me holy, righteous, 
and God has freed me from the slavery of sin. That is who I am." When you believe in this faith-
fueled realization, it allows you to walk in the power of God’s grace. You do not have to wait for 
any feeling of power; walk in the reality of His strength, the strength that He has promised.  
  
When you feel alone or have the thought that God has abandoned you based on your relationship 
to the indwelling Christ, remind yourself of God's promises: You are a child of God (Galatians 
3:26), Christ promised that He would be with me always (Matthew 28:20), you are chosen and 
loved by God (1 Thessalonians 1:4), and you are a friend of Jesus (John 15:13-15). By faith, fix 
your mind on these promises and then watch to see how God's grace will awaken you to the 
reality of His presence. 
  
When you have the opportunity to talk about Christ to a friend or a group, first consider God's 
promises: You have the mind of Christ (1 Corinthians 2:16), you are the fragrance of Christ 
among those who are being saved (2 Corinthians 2:14), you have been given the ministry of 
reconciliation (2 Corinthians 5:18-19), and the Holy Spirit guides you in what you should say 
(Matthew 10:16-20). Then, prayerfully proclaim your confession that these things are true and 
watch how God's grace supplies the wisdom needed to accomplish His purpose. 
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Record your thoughts about what your life might look like to practically live in the reality of 
your identity in Jesus. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How do you plan to live in the power of God’s Spirit, and walk by faith in the grace of God in 
every movement of life? "For we walk by faith, not by sight.” (2 Corinthians 5:7) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I pray that you have captured the multifaceted nature of biblical grace.  Kenneth Boa has created 
an insightful chart that contrasts two different approaches to the Christian life.  The gospel of 
Jesus liberates us from the law, so that we might live according to His grace.  Unfortunately, we 
can mindlessly gravitate back to the law. 
 

 Law Grace 
Says Do Done 
Emphasizes What we do What God does 
Lives out of The flesh The Spirit 
Draws on Our resources God’s resources 

Deals with External rules, regulations, 
standards Inner heart attitude 

Primary focus Ought to, should, must Want to 
Creates Bondage, duty, obligation Freedom 
Lives life from the Outside in Inside out 
Declares Do in order to be You are; therefore do 
Produces Guilt and condemnation Acceptance and security 
Leads to Defeat Victory 

 
Record your thoughts about the Law vs. Grace chart above.  How does the contrast between law 
and grace help you understand what Jesus has accomplish, your identity in Jesus, and how to live 
in the reality of your position in Jesus? 
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Putting Off and Putting On 
 
As you have discovered, faith is not passive! We "walk" by faith (2 Corinthians 5:7). Every day 
we should be participating in the growth of our faith; trusting God's Word instead of trusting the 
deceptive reality of what we capture merely by sight. 
  

... the pursuit of holiness is a joint venture between God and the Christian. No one 
can attain any degree of holiness without God working in his life, but just as 
surely no one will attain it without effort on his own part. God has made it 
possible for us to walk in holiness. But He has given to us the responsibility of 
doing the walking; He does not do that for us. 
(Jerry Bridges, The Pursuit of Holiness) 

  
God's grace is what prompts and empowers us to walk by faith, it is still (by His design) our 
responsibility to walk. 
  
When it comes to holy living, one of the major activities that Paul calls us to participate in is 
putting off sin and putting on righteousness. You will read more about this below in Ephesians 
4:22-32 and Colossians 3:5-17. This putting off and putting on is essential for us to live a holy 
life, but is often neglected. 
  
Biblical confession involves not only admitting our sin but also repenting of our sin and putting 
it off. When we put off sin, a "void" is created. That is, if we are not proactive in replacing the 
sin with righteousness, the void will be filled with more sinful activity. Read and reflect on this 
truth in light of Christ's parable below: 
  

When the unclean spirit has gone out of a person, it passes through waterless 
places seeking rest, and finding none it says, ' I will return to my house from 
which I came.' And when it comes, it finds the house swept and put in order. Then 
it goes and brings seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they enter and 
dwell there. And the last state of that person is worse than the first. 
(Luke 11:24-26) 

  
The man's life was swept clean, but nothing filled the void. As Christians, we fill the void by 
following Paul's admonition to be "filled with the Spirit" (Ephesians 5:18). Sin grieves the Holy 
Spirit (Ephesians 4:30). When we confess and put off sin, we must ask God to replace the sin 
with what the Scriptures call righteous activity.  
  
An example of this is found in Philippians 4:6, where Paul tells us not to be anxious of anything 
(in other words to put off anxiety). Paul then tells us that, “by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests by made known to God” (Philippians 4:6). Prayer is the 
foundation of the putting off/putting on activity. Unfortunately, we stop at verse seven that 
refers us to the peace of God that will guard our hearts and our minds in Christ Jesus.  However, 
we still have not put on anything in the place of our anxiety. Many will quote the verse in their 
anxious moments and pray, and then wonder why it is not working.  It is not working because we 
have not participated in the putting on. Verse eight highlights the actions we are to put on in 
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place of our anxiety.  Paul tells us that we are to set our minds on whatever is pure, whatever is 
lovely, whatever is commendable, on excellence, and on anything worthy of praise. 
 

[6] do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. [7] And the peace of 
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds 
in Christ Jesus. [8] Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, 
if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these 
things (Philippians 4:6–8). 

 
As you read the next two passages, record in your own words what Paul is asking followers of 
Christ to put off and to put on. Also, ask the Holy Spirit to awaken you to how you will apply 
this process in your walk with Jesus. 
  
Ephesians 4:22-32 
 ... to put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt 
through deceitful desires, and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, and to put on the new 
self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness. Therefore, having put 
away falsehood, let each one of you speak the truth with his neighbor, for we are members one of 
another. Be angry and do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, and give no 
opportunity to the devil. Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing honest work 
with his own hands, so that he may have something to share with anyone in need. Let no 
corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as fits the 
occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear. And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by 
whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and 
clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. Be kind to one another, 
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you. 
 
What did you discover about putting off/putting on in this passage?  
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Colossians 3:5-17 
 Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil 
desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. On account of these the wrath of God is coming. In 
these you too once walked, when you were living in them. But now you must put them all away: 
anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk from your mouth. Do not lie to one another, 
seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices and have put on the new self, which is 
being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. Here there is not Greek and Jew, 
circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all. 
 
 Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, 
humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against 
another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. And above 
all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of 
Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. Let the 
word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. And whatever 
you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 
Father through him. 
  
What did you discover about putting off/putting on in this passage?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How will you seek to grow in the process of putting off sin and putting on righteousness?  
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The Renewing of the Mind 
After Paul explains our position in Christ in the first eleven chapters of Romans, he begins to 
explain in chapter 12 that we are to live according to our position.  He introduces this section of 
practice in Romans with the following words:  
 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies 
as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 
[2] Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your 
mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect. (Romans 12:1–2)  
 

John Piper comments on Romans 12:2 with this admonition, 
 

 “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of 
your mind.” Oh, how crucial this is! If you long to break loose from conformity to 
the world, if you long to be transformed and new from the inside out, if you long 
to be free from mere duty-driven Christianity and do what you love to do because 
what you love to do is what you ought to do, if you long to offer up your body as 
a living sacrifice so that your whole life becomes a spiritual act of worship and 
displays the worth of Christ above the worth of the world, then give yourself with 
all your might to pursuing this — the renewal of your mind. Because the Bible 
says this is the key to transformation. 
 

We must be vigilant in renewing our minds daily as we engage His Word. We must “take every 
lofty opinion raised up against the knowledge of God captive and to take every thought captive to 
obey Christ” (II Corinthians 10:5). 
 
I would recommend you review the John 8:31-32 study on pages 44-45, for it is through this 
practice that we can participate in the renewing of the mind. As you review this section of the 
study, record what you have learned and how you will apply it to your walk with Christ in order 
to live a holy life that reflects your new identity in Jesus.  
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I pray that Kate Wilkinsons’ song “May The Mind of Christ, My Savior” be your prayer today. 
 

May the mind of Christ, my Savior, 
Live in me from day to day, 

By His love and power controlling 
All I do and say. 

May the Word of God dwell richly 
In my heart from hour to hour, 
So that all may see I triumph 

Only through His power. 
May the peace of God my Father 

Rule my life in everything, 
That I may be calm to comfort 

Sick and sorrowing. 
May the love of Jesus fill me 

As the waters fill the sea; 
Him exalting, self-abasing, 

This is victory. 
May I run the race before me, 

Strong and brave to face the foe, 
Looking only unto Jesus 

As I onward go. 
May His beauty rest upon me, 

As I seek the lost to win, 
And may they forget the channel, 

Seeing only Him. 
 
Pause and reflect on the words of this song. 
 
 
 
 
Prayer  
 And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to 
his will he hears us. And if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have 
the requests that we have asked of him. (1 John 5:14–15) 
 
I do not believe that I need to persuade you that prayer is essential for us to live in the reality of 
our new identity in Jesus. Above all, prayer not only reminds us of our total dependence on 
God, our persistent prayers actually cause us to live in the reality of that belief. May I 
remind you of a quote earlier in this study: 
 

No where can we get to know the holiness of God, and come under its influence 
and power except in the inner chamber [prayer]. No man can expect to make 
progress in holiness who is not often and long alone with God. 
(Andrew Murray, The Prayer Life: Persevering in Prayer) 
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The following prayer might help you begin to pray in harmony with God’s will to live according 
to your identity in Jesus: 
 

Lord, I pray that You would unlock my heart that I might be fully alive to my true 
identity in You. Give me clear revelation to see myself the way You see me. Help 
me to stand in Your truth against all enemy attacks and guard my heart with all 
vigilance (Proverbs 4:23). Help me to identify the lies, and reveal to me any 
places where I am chained to the past in a negative way. I repent of any lies of the 
past [Name those lies and ask God to forgive you]. Teach me to hear Your voice 
and not believe the enemy’s destructive lies about who I am. I thank You for my 
uniqueness and that I am made in Your image (Genesis 1:27). I want to 
understand and feel the deep things in Your heart for me (1 Corinthians 2:10-12). 
I choose to believe the truth about how You see me. I thank You that I can hope 
in the future and believe in the good destiny that You have for me. You have 
vision for my future. Help me to live a fruitful life now and overflow with Your 
love to others. Give me greater authority in my prayer life. I want to know You on 
a deeper level, and I don’t want anything to hinder my relationship with You. 
      
I thank You that [Say your name instead of ‘I’]: I am Your child (John 1:12), I 
have been justified I am Your friend (John 15:15), I belong to You (1 Corinthians 
6:20), I am a member of Your body (1 Corinthians 12:27), I have been 
established, anointed, and sealed by You (2 Corinthians 1:21-22), I am a citizen of 
heaven (Philippians 3:20), I am blessed in the heavenly realms with every 
spiritual blessing (Ephesians 1:3), I am chosen before the creation of the world 
(Ephesians 1:4, 11), I am holy and blameless (Ephesians 1:4), I am forgiven 
(Ephesians 1:8; Colossians 1:14) I am adopted as Your child (Ephesians 1:5), I 
have purpose (Ephesians 1:9; 3:11), I have hope (Ephesians 1:12), I am included 
(Ephesians 1:13), I am an overcomer (1 John 4:4), I am protected (John 10:28), I 
am a new creation (2 Cor. 5:17), I am qualified to share in Your inheritance 
(Colossians 1:12), I am the righteousness of God (2 Corinthians 5:21), I am safe 
(1 John 5:18), I am part of Your Kingdom (Revelation 1:6), I can understand what 
Your will is (Ephesians 5:17), I have God's power (Ephesians 6:10), and I am 
victorious (1 Corinthians 15:57).  
 
Thank You for this new identity I have in You. [And awaken me to embrace all 
that you have done so that I might live according to my identity in union with 
Jesus]. In Jesus’ name, amen.  
(Debbie Praybylski)  

 
Does this prayer express your heart? Give a detailed explanation.  
 
 
 
 
 
1689 London Baptist Confession 
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As we close this study on sanctification, identity, and holiness, consider the following statement 
from the 1689 London Baptist Confession on sanctification. 
 

1. Those who are united to Christ and effectually called and regenerated have a new heart 
and a new spirit created in them through the power of Christ’s death and resurrection. 
They are also further sanctified, really and personally,1 through the same power, by his 
Word and Spirit dwelling in them.2 The dominion of the whole body of sin is 
destroyed,3 and the various evil desires that arise from it are more and more weakened 
and put to death.4 At the same time, those called and regenerated are more and more 
enlivened and strengthened in all saving graces5 so that they practice true holiness, 
without which no one will see the Lord.6 
 
1Acts 20:32; Romans 6:5, 6. 2John 17:17; Ephesians 3:16–19; 1 Thessalonians 5:21–
23. 3Romans 6:14. 4Galatians 5:24. 5Colossians 1:11. 62 Corinthians 7:1; Hebrews 
12:14. 

  
2. This sanctification extends throughout the whole person,7 though it is never completed in 

this life. Some corruption remains in every part.8 From this arises a continual and 
irreconcilable war, with the desires of the flesh against the Spirit and the Spirit against the 
flesh.9 
 
71 Thessalonians 5:23. 8Romans 7:18, 23. 9Galatians 5:17; 1 Peter 2:11. 

  
3. In this war, the remaining corruption may greatly prevail for a time.10 Yet through the 

continual supply of strength from the sanctifying Spirit of Christ, the regenerate part 
overcomes.11 So the saints grow in grace, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. They 
pursue a heavenly life, in gospel obedience to all the commands that Christ as Head and 
King has given them in his Word.12 
 

10Romans 7:23. 11Romans 6:14. 12Ephesians 4:15, 16; 2 Corinthians 3:18; 2 Corinthians 
7:1. 

 
 
Pause and consider all that God has taught you about your identity in Jesus.  Write out how you 
plan to begin to discover and live out your new identity in Jesus. Be specific. 
 
 
 
 
 


