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Main Point
God uses people to accomplish His plans and purposes, first and foremost the purpose of reaching the world

with His truth and salvation.

Introduction
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

What’s the most memorable thing that has ever happened to you while sharing your faith?

In what circumstances is it easy for you to share God’s love with others? In what

circumstances is it difficult?

Describe a time when you recall being wrecked for the world. How did you respond?

To date there are over 4,000 unengaged, unreached people groups (UUPGs) in the world that have no way to

hear the Gospel. This is in addition to the billions of people in evangelized countries around the world who

are not believers. Reaching the world is one of the few commands that Jesus left the church, and our work is

still unfinished. We work to make Him known to others in light of who He is and what He did for us.

Understanding
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

Have a volunteer read Matthew 28:16-20.

Why did Jesus lead up to His command with a statement of His authority? In what is His

authority rooted? Read Philippians 2:5-11 for insight.

What do you think it means to have all authority “in heaven and on earth”?
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Jesus told His disciples that He had received all authority “in heaven and on earth.” Jesus’ resurrection

validated His teachings and deeds and proved to the disciples all authority over everything rested with Him.

Then the disciples knew the true nature of Christ. The scope of His authority encompasses everything in

heaven and on earth.

What does it mean to be a disciple?

What were the different commands that Jesus gave to His disciples? How do they all work

together?

What is the central command that Jesus gives His disciples? How are they to carry this out?

Jesus began this address—often referred to as the Great Commission—by talking about His authority. In light

of this authority, He gave commands for the disciples then and for us now. He told the disciples to “go,”

“make disciples,” “baptizing them,” and “teaching them” to obey His commands. All of this was so that they

would go and reach people with the good news about Christ. The central command was to “make disciples.”

They were to carry this out by teaching and baptizing.

Why was it important that Jesus closed the Great Commission, “And remember, I am with

you always, to the end of the age” (v. 20)?

What does that statement mean to you? How is Jesus with us today? In our missionary

efforts?

The task of reaching people with the good news about Jesus could be daunting for us and for the disciples.

The encouragement that Jesus gave was that He will always be present in the lives of those who trust in Him.

The same commands that the disciples received we receive today, to go and make disciples.

What, in your opinion, are the main challenges or barriers that keep us from obeying and

fulfilling the Great Commission today?

Have a volunteer read John 3:16-18.

What do these verses have to do with missions?

What stands out to you about God in this passage? About what He wants you to do?

What does it mean to believe in Jesus? Why is this so important?

John 3:16 is one of the most quoted and used verses in the Bible; it shows up on posters at sporting events

and bumper stickers on our highways. Its widespread use comes because of the richness of its content. When

we consider it in light of missions, we see the motivation we have for telling others about Christ. God’s love

transformed us because He sent Christ down to die for us.
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Why should these verses motivate us to tell people about Jesus?

How does the cross transform you and transform culture? How is it different than the

worldly things that are meant to bring transformation?

God paid a huge price by sending His only Son, Jesus, to bring eternal life for those who believe. Eternal life

is first and foremost about a relationship with Him. This good news and message about Christ is the message

that we take to others because in Him alone can they find eternal life.

Application
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

How does eternal life affect the way that you look at the world?

How do you know Jesus intended believers to share the gospel? What are the most common

reasons you miss opportunities to share the gospel? What can you do to combat these issues?

How does the Spirit enable you to share the gospel? Who does He want you to share the

gospel with this week?

What part is God calling you to play in His mission right now? Begin praying today for how

God wants to use you.

Pray
Close in prayer, specifically praying for opportunities and resources for our group to be involved in missions.

Ask God to encourage you to spread His message this week and in your daily lives at home. Praise God for

sending His Son to die for us and that we now have a message of hope to share with the world.

 

Commentary
Matthew 28:16-20

28:16-18. After Jesus’ resurrection, He directed His disciples to meet Him on a mountain. When they joined

Him there, they heard Jesus affirm the authority that had been given to Him. By using the word all, Jesus

assured the disciples of the scope of His authority in their lives. They could count on Jesus having the last

word in everything that happened in heaven and on earth. Knowing His authority no doubt gave the disciples

assurance as they carried out Jesus’ work in their mission fields.
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28:19. Since Jesus has all authority, we have no reason to excuse ourselves from carrying out His missions

mandate. That’s why the word therefore makes such a huge difference to us as we seek to obey His

command. It provides the direct connection between Jesus’ lordship and His church’s mission. We can carry

out Christ’s commission with a sense of certainty because of His authority. For that reason, the words

authority and therefore form the basis for the worldwide mission of all Christians.

Jesus gave specific command to make disciples. The words go, baptizing, and teaching are actions believers

do to fulfill this command. As Jesus elaborated on the singular imperative make disciples, He gave us the

extent of our work as disciple-makers—to reach out to all nations. The word nations comes from the Greek

word ethne from which we get the term ethnic. It refers to the world’s distinct cultural, racial, and language

groups. Not only did Jesus give us the objective of making disciples, He also taught us the methods for

carrying out our work. His methods are to go, then follows baptizing and teaching. To go involves being

deliberate about taking the gospel to all the nations.

28:20. Teaching is instructing believers about the person and work of Jesus and how they should live as His

followers. Everything Jesus commanded His disciples needs to be shared with new believers so they can

grow toward spiritual maturity in their relationships with Him. He will go with us. We can always count on

His presence until the work is finished and the end of the age comes.

John 3:16-18

3:16. John 3:16 presents the heart of the gospel. First, it shows that God takes the initiative in salvation and

that He saves us through His Son. Eternal life comes not because of anything we do. Salvation is given as a

free gift on the basis of what God has done for us. He, however, requires us to make a choice. People are

responsible for their believing.

Second, God’s motive is love (agape). This love has three special traits: (1) It stems completely from God’s

own character. (2) Agape means an unselfish concern for the welfare of another. (3) Agape is active. It is not

passive sentiment. In “so loved,” “so” most often is taken as a term of degree, meaning “so much.” But the

Greek word houtos is often used as an adverb of manner, meaning “in this way.” God showed His love for

the world by what He did. He gave His only, totally unique, Son.

Third, God’s purpose is to give eternal life. Eternal does not simply mean “unending.” In his Gospel, John

used the term eternal life to describe a special kind or quality of life. While this life indeed is unending, the

emphasis falls on the new quality of life that Jesus makes available. In contrast, those who refuse to receive

this gift of life by believing in Jesus will perish. The term translated perish conveys the idea of experiencing

destruction or ruin. God’s gift of His Son is indeed the supreme example of love.
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3:17. The purpose of Jesus’ coming is stated in both a negative and a positive way in verse 17. First, Jesus

did not come into the world to judge or condemn the world. God is not a vindictive tyrant determined to

punish all who disobey Him. Instead, He sent Jesus into the world to redeem or save it. Yet the coming of

Jesus inevitably brought judgment and condemnation. To meet Jesus is to come under judgment. And the

only escape from that judgment is faith in Christ.

3:18. Verse 16 explained that God gave His Son, verse 17 explained why, and verse 18 emphasizes the result.

The one who believes in Jesus is not condemned. The opposite of this assurance is the realization that the one

who refuses to believe has already been judged. He stands under condemnation. This is the meaning of the

tense used in Greek. The judgment has taken place and the person is under sentence. But this condemnation

is not because the person was more wicked than others. It is because he has refused to place his faith in

Christ.
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