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Main Point
We are to receive God’s gift of forgiveness and give God praise for what He has done.

Introduction
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

What is the most unwise thing you’ve done that required an apology?

Do you think forgiveness is easier to give or receive? Why?

Forgiveness is hard, whether we are giving it or receiving it, but even though it is hard, Christ forgives us

every day. Forgiveness is given to us because of who Jesus is and what He did. God gave the gift of

forgiveness because of the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ.

Understanding
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

Have a volunteer read Colossians 1:13-14.

Paul wrote to the church in Colossae, a smaller city in Asia Minor, to warn them of false teachers and to tell

them who Jesus was. In the greeting, Paul gave his typical address by thanking God for them and

encouraging their faith. In particular, He spoke of what Jesus did.

How are forgiveness, redemption, and rescue related in these two verses?

Why are forgiveness and redemption so important?

What is the most tangible way the forgiveness of Christ has freed you from the dominion of

darkness?

If we can have forgiveness because of Christ, what does that say about Christ?
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Paul describes Christ as the one who rescued us from the domain of darkness, and in whom we have

redemption and forgiveness. Forgiveness comes because of what Christ did, and what He did is significant

because of who He is. In the following verses Paul spoke directly to the idea of who Jesus is.

Have a volunteer read Colossians 1:15-20.

Looking at Colossians 1:15-20, what phrases clarify Jesus’ true identity? Why is Jesus’

identity important for understanding the gift of forgiveness?

What does it mean that Jesus is the image of the invisible God? Which characteristic of God

revealed through Christ is most encouraging to you right now? Why?

In 1:18-20, Paul stressed Christ’s lordship over the church, His body—His people who actively extend His

forgiveness to the world. The preexistent Lord over the universe is also the church’s head—the source of the

body’s life, who governs it and gives it unity.

In what sense is Jesus head of the church?

What does a church look like when Jesus is the head? What does it look like when He is not?

What evidence do you see that Christ is the head of our church?

Just as the physical body cannot function without the head, the church cannot function without Christ, its

spiritual head. The church receives its mandate from Christ and Him alone, though this mandate is detailed

for us in His Word as revealed to Christ’s apostles and prophets (Eph. 2:20; 3:5). Christ tells us to proclaim

the gift of forgiveness (Matt. 28:19-20) and to equip believers for service (Eph. 4:12-13).

How does it make you feel to know God loves you enough to send His Son to suffer to forgive

you (vv. 19-20)? How often do you reflect on that love?

How can your life evince that your debt of sin has been fully paid and forgiven by Jesus?

Paul noted that Jesus reconciled everything to Himself through His death on the cross (v. 20). Because of the

forgiveness available in Christ, everyone has the opportunity to repent of their sins and enter into a

relationship with God. To effectively reconcile all of creation back to God, Jesus had to have the authority to

do so. Because He is the fullness of God, Jesus has that authority.

Have another volunteer read Colossians 1:21-23.

Why was it important for Paul to remind the Colossian believers of their past lives? How does

reflecting on who you were before Christ impact your relationship with Him today?
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Why did Paul see being grounded and steadfast as the response to the forgiveness and

redemption that Christ accomplished?

What does it look like for you to remain grounded and steadfast in your faith?

Our lives can be grounded on the foundation of Jesus, and our faith fixed on Him. Jesus offers certain

salvation, and we have no reason to be swayed from the hope of the gospel.

Application
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

Paul focused on the person of Christ to understand forgiveness. This is why we celebrate the birth of Christ;

not because a baby was born, but because Christ, being the fullness of God, took on human flesh and gave us

the gift of forgiveness.

How can the truths about Jesus from Colossians 1 impact the way you love and live?

Imagine you’re talking to a coworker or friend who hasn’t received the gift of forgiveness.

How would you use Colossians 1 to help that person better understand Jesus’ identity?

Colossians reminds us of the beauty of Christ and the wonder of forgiveness. What can you

do to reflect on those two elements this week?

Pray
Close in prayer. Ask God to open your eyes to the beauty of Christ and a greater understanding of who Jesus

is and what He has done for the world. Pray that God would constantly remind you of your forgiveness and

redemption, helping you be stable and steadfast in your faith.

Commentary
Colossians 1:13-23

1:13-14. God deserved gratitude because He had rescued believers from the dominion of darkness. In Christ,

God had freed believers from enslavement to sin. In doing so, He transferred them into the kingdom of His

Son. By identifying the kingdom as Christ’s, Paul stressed the Lord’s absolute sovereignty. Another reason

for consistently expressing thanks to God was His providing redemption in Christ. Christ’s voluntary death

on the cross provided release from sin’s slavery to all who place their faith in Him. His vicarious atonement

made possible redemption, which Paul explained as the forgiveness of sins.
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1:15. Paul employed a hymn to emphasize Christ’s sovereignty. The apostle may have composed it, or he

may have quoted a hymn Christians used in worship. Heretical teachers in Colossae contended Christ was

merely one of many powers between people and God. In 1:15-17, Paul refuted their teaching by presenting

Christ as Lord of the universe. Paul asserted that Christ is the image of the invisible God. The Greek term

rendered “image” conveys the idea of a perfect representation (exact likeness). In Matthew 22:20, Jesus used

the word of a ruler’s image or likeness stamped on a coin. Because God is Spirit (see John 4:24), the human

eye cannot see Him. He has made Himself known perfectly in Christ. The phrase “the firstborn over all

creation” does not indicate that Christ was the first created being; it indicates His status. In the Old

Testament, the firstborn son occupied a position of honor, privilege, and supremacy; he was first in priority.

Here, the term expresses Christ’s preexistent deity.

1:16-17. Christ is Lord over creation, for by Him everything was created. Christ is vastly superior to all

created powers. He was the agent of creation; all things were created through Him. Creation was God’s idea;

Christ implemented the process. Christ also is creation’s goal. For Him literally is “unto Him.” Creation

moves toward Him and His purpose for it. The phrase “before all things” emphasizes Christ’s preexistence.

He was the agent of creation, and He also maintains it in the sense of giving it stability. Christ sustains

creation and gives it harmony.

1:18. In 1:18-20, Paul stressed Christ’s lordship over the church, His body—His people who actively extend

His ministry in the world. The preexistent Lord over the universe is also the church’s head—the source of the

body’s life, who governs it and gives it unity. The word “beginning” stresses Christ’s priority in time and

power. In addition, He is the originator of life in God’s kingdom—new life made possible by grace. The

phrase “firstborn from the dead” refers to Christ’s resurrection as the revelation of the new quality of life He

gives: resurrection life that extends beyond death. Christ’s victory over death proved that He has first place in

everything.

1:19-20. The term “fullness” could mean “full measure” of deity, meaning that Christ is fully God. God’s

purpose is to, through Christ, reconcile everything to Himself. Everything includes humans and the universe

(see Rom. 8:19-23). The word “reconcile” has the sense of restoring a relationship, of creating unity. Christ

alone (through His sacrificial death) was God’s chosen way of bringing about reconciliation. God made

peace possible through Christ’s blood—His death on the cross. The phrase “things on earth or things in

heaven” refers to the whole universe, material and spiritual.

1:21-22. The Colossian believers’ salvation demonstrated God’s purpose “to reconcile everything to Himself

” (1:20). Once, their evil actions showed they were alienated from God. Their former works issued from the

sphere of evil in which they lived. Outside God’s rule of grace, they had been hostile to Him in mind. That is,

in their mind-set or disposition, they were opposed to God—His enemies. The phrase “but now” stresses the

sharp contrast between the believers’ former condition and their current relationship with God. Christ had

made possible their being reconciled to God. In Christ’s voluntary suffering and death for others, God made
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salvation available to all who would place their faith in Christ. God’s purpose in offering reconciliation

through Christ’s death was to make believers holy, faultless, and blameless before God.

1:23. Paul stressed believers’ responsibility to remain faithful as people reconciled to God through Jesus’

death. Paul fully expected the Colossian Christians to remain in the faith. They were not to move away from

the gospel they had heard to embrace the false teachings being presented to them. Paul emphasized the

genuineness of the gospel the Colossian believers had heard and accepted. It was the same good news being

proclaimed across the Roman Empire. It was the good news the risen Christ had commissioned Paul to

preach as His servant.
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