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We’re starting our new series today called Strengthening Connections.  
We will talk about our Three Critical Connections of how we Connect to 
God, Connect to People, and Connect to the Purpose for which God 
created us. 
-  But, before we get started, there is something very important you 
need to know: 
I’m gonna give you the most important quote of my sermon right up 
front today.  Listen to this:  “You cannot have a strong connection 
with the Father without a strong connection to His Word.” 
 
And that is the number one thing you need to hear today!!! 
 
What, you didn’t hear it?? 
 
This is what happens when we lose our connection.  When you go 
through a tunnel and all the sudden you are cut off from the person you 
were talking to. 
 
And there are all kinds of reasons why we lose the strength in our 
connections: 
-  No Signal 
-  Weak Signal 
-  Bad Location 
-  Dead Battery 
 
When we look at this from a Biblical perspective, we can see each of 
these problems in each of our critical connections: 
 
-  When you have no connection with people that can hold you 
accountable or help you along the journey.  Some people believe they 
don’t need anyone’s help. 
-  When you’re hanging out in the wrong places and the wrong people. 
-  What if you’re so burnt out you have nothing to offer anyone around 
you? 
-  What if you have such a weak connection between you and God that 
you have no idea what His purpose for your life might me? 



-  What if you find out that you actually have no signal coming from the 
Father at all because you’ve never really given yourself fully to Jesus? 
 
During this series we’re going to help you Strengthen all of these critical 
Connections. 
 
But first, I will repeat for you the most important quote that I will make 
today:   
“You cannot have a strong connection with the Father without a 
strong connection to His Word.” 
 
The whole point is to start out with a strong connection with God 
through a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.   
-  You will simply not achieve this without a connection to His Word. 
 
John 1:1-2 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning…. 14 The Word 
became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  
 
The word for “word” here is Logos. 
Logos – The total message! 
 
Jesus Christ is the Total Message of God in flesh form.   
 
And, the Word of God is the Total Message of God in written form. 
 
Quote from Growing Up:  “Ignorance of Scripture is ignorance of Christ.” 
– Jerome 
 
God’s Word will… 
 
1.  Reveal your signal problem 
If you’re struggling with your connection to God. 
-  Where did He go?   Why do I feel alone?  What is really going on with 
me spiritually? 
-  We love to run to other people for all of those answers. 
-  And, running to people is ok as long as we’re running to God’s Word 
first.   



Look at what it will do for you: 
In chapter 3 we see that the generation before this had missed it.  
-  Their lack of faithfulness had caused them to miss the promise that 
the Lord had for them. 
 
The author is telling them not to miss it again.  And, if you want to know 
how you might be starting to head that direction, get in the Word. 
 
Hebrews 4:12 
12 For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-
edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and 
marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. 13 Nothing in 
all creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid 
bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account. 
 
If you feel disconnected with God, and can’t figure out what the problem 
is, I PROMISE YOU, the Bible will help you find it. 
 
EX:  When you say, “Pastor, you must be reading my journal” or “You 
must have written that sermon just for me” that’s not the case. 
-  The truth is that the Word of God, when spoken before you, if you’re 
open to it, will cut directly to the heart of your issue.  
-  That’s the “alive and active” part of God’s Word. 
 
2.  Guide you to, and keep you in, the right location 
 
Psalm 119 is a special chapter in God’s Word. 
-  Scripture is mentioned in at least 171 of the 176 verses in this chapter. 
 
“The theme of the glory of Scripture is diligently explored in this Psalm, 
but always in connection with God Himself.”  EW Commentary 
 
Remember my quote up front:  You can’t be connected to God if you’re 
not connected to His Word. 
 
Psalm 119:105 
105 Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path. 
 
 



Psalm 119:9 
9 How can a young man keep his way pure? By living according to your 
word. 
 
Proverbs 16:9 
9 In his heart a man plans his course, but the Lord determines his steps. 
 
3.  Recharge your dead battery 
Are you living in such a worn out state that you can’t even focus on 
anything spiritual? 
-  So we try every other option in the world other than going to God’s 
Word. 
 
Look what we find when we open the Scriptures: 
 
Psalm 1:1-4 
1 Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked  
or stand in the way of sinners or sit in the seat of mockers.  2 But his 
delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law he meditates day and 
night. 3 He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its 
fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither. Whatever he does 
prospers. 
 
This is what happens when we learn to connect with God through His 
Word. 
 
Acts 3:19 
19 Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that 
times of refreshing may come from the Lord, 
 
Matthew 11:29-30 
29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and 
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is 
easy and my burden is light.” 
 
Isaiah 40:31 
28 Do you not know?  Have you not heard?  The Lord is the everlasting 
God, the Creator of the ends of the earth.  He will not grow tired or 
weary, and his understanding no one can fathom.  29 He gives strength to 



the weary and increases the power of the weak.  30 Even youths grow 
tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall; 31 but those who hope 
in the Lord will renew their strength.  They will soar on wings like 
eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be 
faint. 
 
Key to this whole thing: 
 
The first step in getting any kind of signal on your phone? 
-  What do they have to do at the store as soon as you buy the phone? 
They unwrap it and ACTIVATE it! 
 
Having a Bible in your house is not enough. 
-  Knowing the basic info about the stories from VBS as a kid is not 
enough. 
 
God’s Word is alive and active and it has to be that way in your life as 
well. 
 
What is the Word of God teaching you today, and your situation, and 
how you should react? 
-  You have to be in it to see that. 
 
So, what do we do: 
 
Romans 12:2 
2 Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test 
and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 
 
We allow God’s Word to change the way we think. 
-  You need to fill your mind with the things God actually says about you 
and not what the enemy is throwing at you. 
-  You need to memorize passages that deal with your areas of struggle 
so the “truth can set you free”. 
-  You activate God’s Word when you allow it to have an impact in your 
life everyday. 
 
How do we know it will work? 



II Timothy 3:16-17 
16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 
correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may 
be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 
 
Look at this passage out of the Message version: 
 
II Timothy 3:16-17 
Every part of Scripture is God-breathed and useful one way or 
another—showing us truth, exposing our rebellion, correcting our 
mistakes, training us to live God’s way. Through the Word we are put 
together and shaped up for the tasks God has for us. 
 
First step in activating it:  Pick it up, open it, and start reading. 
 
If you’re not willing to do that, you will never have the connection to 
God that we’re talking about. 
 
 
 

Appendix from David Guzik: 
(Just in notes) 

 
i. God’s Word brings true health, fruitfulness, prosperity and success to 
what we do (Psalm 1:3). 
ii. The Word of God has healing power and the power to deliver from 
oppression (Psalm 107:20, Matthew 8:8, Matthew 8:16). 
iii. God’s Word cleans us. If we take heed according to God’s word, our 
way will be cleansed (Psalm 119:9, John 15:3, Ephesians 5:26). 
iv. The Word of God, hidden in our hearts, keeps us from sin (Psalm 
119:11). 
v. God’s Word is a counselor. When we delight in God’s word, it becomes 
a rich source of counsel and guidance for us (Psalm 119:24). 
vi. God’s Word is a source of strength (Psalm 119:28). 
vii. God’s Word imparts life. It is a continual source of life (Psalm 
119:93 and Matthew 4:4). 
viii. God’s Word is a source of illumination and guidance. When God’s 
word comes in, light comes in. It makes the simple wise and 
understanding (Psalm 119:105 and Psalm 119:130). 
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ix. God’s Word gives peace to those who love it. They are secure, 
standing in a safe place (Psalm 119:165). 
x. When the Word of God is heard and understood, it bears fruit 
(Matthew 13:23). 
xi. The Word of God has inherent power and authority against demonic 
powers (Luke 4:36). 
xii. Jesus Himself – His eternal person – is described as the Word. When 
we are into the word of God, we are into Jesus (John 1:1). 
xiii. Hearing God’s Word is essential to eternal life. One cannot pass 
from death into life unless they hear the Word of God (John 5:24, James 
1:21, 1 Peter 1:23). 
xiv. Abiding – living in – God’s Word is evidence of true discipleship 
(John 8:31). 
xv. God’s Word is the means to sanctification (John 17:17). 
xvi. The Holy Spirit can work with great power as the Word of God is 
preached (Acts 10:44). 
xvii. Hearing God’s Word builds faith (Romans 10:17). 
xviii. Holding fast to the Word of God gives assurance of salvation (1 
Corinthians 15:2). 
xix. The faithful handling of the Word of God gives the ministers of the 
word a clear conscience. They know that they did all they could before 
God (2 Corinthians 4:2 and Philippians 2:16). 
xx. The Word of God is the sword of the Spirit. It is equipment for 
spiritual battle, especially in the idea of an offensive weapon (Ephesians 
6:17). 
xxi. The Word of God comes with the power of the Holy Spirit, with 
“much assurance” (1 Thessalonians 1:5). 
xxii. The Word of God works effectively in those who believe (1 
Thessalonians 2:13). 
xxiii. The Word of God sanctifies the very food we eat! (1 Timothy 4:5). 
xxiv. The Word of God is not dead; it is living and active and sharper 
than any two edged sword. The Word of God can probe us like a 
surgeon’s expert scalpel, cutting away what needs to be cut and keeping 
what needs to be kept (Hebrews 4:12). 
xxv. The Word of God is the Christian’s source of spiritual growth (1 
Peter 2:2 and 1 Corinthians 2:1-5). 
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