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Intro:   
 
A Life in Response 
 

▪ There are critical moments in life that shape who we are and how we live.  Some of these moments are 
tragic and other or amazingly wonderful.  The impact from some of these critical moments impact our 
lives for a short season, and others make an impact on the rest of our lives. 

 
o This summer we are going to study specific teachings of Jesus that will help us understand how 

to live in response to what Jesus did for us on the cross. 
 

o To enhance our understanding and give us tangible pictures of what it looks like to “Live in 
Response” we are going to use our First Responders as our example. 

o All of the planning, preparation, and practice that they do is to be ready to respond to 
whatever situation comes their way. 

 
 
 

Transition:  
 
The critical moment that is the anchor for our series is the moment of Salvation.  The moment that as Paul 
said… “The old life is gone; and a new life has begun!” 
 
2 Corinthians 5:15 (NLT) 
15 He died for everyone so that those who receive his new life will no longer live for themselves. Instead, they 
will live for Christ, who died and was raised for them. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:17 (NLT) 
17 This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone; a new life has 
begun! 
 
This morning we are going to study how to live on mission in response to our Salvation. 
 
 
 

The Mission: 
Matthew 28:18-20 
18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore 
go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to 
the very end of the age.” 
 

• When we are given new life through Salvation we are also given a new mission. 

Message Outline 



• In the same way that our lives are no longer lived for ourselves our mission is no longer a mission we 
choose for ourselves. 

 
As followers of Christ – OUR MISSION IS TO “MAKE DISCIPLES” 
 
As followers of Christ – OUR MISSION IS’NT OPTIONAL 

• The Greek word we translate as ‘make disciples’ is matheteusate 

• It is an imperative verb – meaning that it is an action that is absolutely necessary or required 

• What this means for us is that as followers of Christ our mission isn’t optional 
o This is where we struggle 

 
o All of us are missionaries because it is part of our new life in Christ, but not all of us are on 

mission because we view the mission as optional 
 
Transition: 
 
How do we go from missionaries “WITH A MISSION” to missionaries “ON A MISSION?” 

• We have to understand the REQUIREMENTS of THE MISSION 

• We have to overcome what HINDERS us from THE MISSION 
 
 

Requirements of the MISSION: 
 
In Greek the imperative verb “Make Disciples” is modified by 3 participles 

• In other words Jesus gives us 3 ways we are to participate in Making Disciples 

• We are to GO 

• We are to BAPTIZE 

• We are to TEACH 
 
MISSIONARIES ON MISSION - GO 

• The participle GO in Jesus command is imperative not circumstantial  
 

• Jesus has sent ALL OF US on mission to the people who we encounter through the normal ebb and flow 
of life 

o People we encounter in our workplace & school 
o People that cross our path in our social life  

 

• Jesus has also sent ALL OF US on mission to the unreached 
o People who have yet to accept the message of the Gospel 
o People who we must intentionally seek out 

 
 
MISSIONARIES ON MISSION - BAPTIZE 

• The baptism Jesus is talking about in Matthew 28 is water baptism 

• It is the Baptism that is the action that indicates both a person’s choice to enter into a covenant 
relationship with Jesus, and submission to Jesus lordship. 

• Jesus instruction to Baptize in Matthew 28 is literal, but carries with it the understanding that baptism 
cannot happen until a person experiences Salvation through the Gospel. 



• In other words – His command to baptize is a command to share the Gospel  
 
MISSIONARIES ON MISSION - TEACH 

• In order for us to live out our mission of “Making Disciples,” we must… 

• GO to those who have not accepted the Gospel 

• SHARE the gospel, BAPTIZING those who accept it 

• TEACH them everything that Jesus commanded so that they can grow to maturity in their faith 
 

• If I had to grade the Evangelical Church in regard to success in our mission I would say… 
o Our greatest weakness is sharing the Gospel 
o Our greatest failure is TEACHING people how to be disciples 

 

• Over 20+ years of working with students I have had conversations with thousands of students who 
trusted their life to Jesus when they were kids only to find themselves confused and consumed by 
doubt as teenagers. 

o The reason?  No one ever taught them how to be disciples 
o They were brought to the feet of the cross and then just left there to figure out what’s next 

 

• To be ON MISSION we can’t just GO – we can’t just BAPTIZE – we also have to TEACH people how to be 
disciples. 

 
MISSIONARIES who are ON MISSION create NEW MISSIONARIES who are ON MISSION 
 
 

Introduction of Randall & the Carnills: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hindrances to being MISSIONARIES ON MISSION: 
 
To be MISSIONARIES ON MISSION we must GO, BAPTIZE, and TEACH – but our conversation would be 
incomplete if we didn’t also talk about some of the things that hinder us from being ON MISSION. 
 
While there are many hindrances that we could talk about because we are all different – there are two that I 
believe are common to all of us… 

• PERCEPTION 

• FEAR 
  
PERCEPTION: 
Our perception of God’s Holiness will either help or hinder us in being MISSIONARIES ON MISSION 

• When we possess an inaccurate perception of God’s Holiness then… 
o His commands become conditional rather than concrete 
o Our obedience becomes flexible rather than absolute 
o The mission becomes optional rather than required 



• This inaccurate perception of God’s Holiness hinders us from being MISSIONARIES ON MISSION 
 
EFFECTIVE MISSIONARIES ON MISSION - APPRECIATE GOD’S HOLINESS 

• We cannot effectively serve God until we appreciate His Holiness 

• This appreciation comes through the pursuing greater intimacy in our relationship with Him 

• The more we understand WHO HE IS the more we appreciate the absolute holiness of His character 

• Our intimacy with Him grows through… 
o Studying His Word 
o Talking to Him 
o Listening to Him 

 
 
 
How we perceive the intersection of daily life and OUR MISSION will either help or hinder us in being 
MISSIONARIES ON MISSION 

• When we perceive living on mission as making the mission a part of our life activities (work, school, 
social, etc) then living on mission becomes a draining burden 

 

• When we understand that our life activities are simply avenues for living out the mission, then living on 
mission becomes joy filled and provides profound purpose for what we do every day. 

 
EFFECTIVE MISSIONARIES ON MISSION – MAKE THE MISSION THEIR LIFE PURPOSE 
 
 
 
FEAR: 
The second hindrance to being MISSIONARIES ON MISSION is FEAR 
*Bring out the police officers 

• FEAR of WHAT being on mission will COST US… 
o Socially – what people will think, say, or do 
o Financially – helping meet someone else’s need could create future need in my life 
o Materially – I may have to give up things I don’t want to give up – comfort 
o Geographically – I may have to go places I don’t want to go – maybe even live there 

 

• FEAR that we are ill-equipped for the mission 
o I’m not ready 
o I don’t know what to do… 
o I don’t know how to do… 
o I don’t have the personality to… 
o I am not gifted in… 

 
EFFECTIVE MISSIONARIES ON MISSION – TAKE COURAGE 

• “Courage is not the absence of fear but the judgement that something else is more important than 
fear.” Meg Cabot 

• The good news is our courage is not dependent on what we can do 

• Our courage is dependent on what HE CAN DO 
 



• God hasn’t commanded us to go ON MISSION with nothing more than the clothes on our back and a 
side-arm 

• He has given us all full riot gear built by His POWER and PROMISES 
 
 
 

Conclusion: 
• MISSIONARIES ON MISSION – MAKE DISCIPLES by… 

o GOING 
o BAPTIZING 
o TEACHING 

 

• As followers of Christ we are all missionaries 
o The question you have to answer is… 
o Are you a MISSIONARY – WITH A MISSION – OR – Are you a MISSIONARY – ON MISSION? 

 
 
 
 
 


