
A Life In Response 
SERVE Sunday 2019 

 
 
Robby Gallaty wrote a book called, “Growing Up:  How to Be a Disciple 
That Makes Disciples.” 
 
Here’s the first line of his introduction:   
The gospel came to you because it was heading to someone else. God 
never intended for your salvation to be an end, but a beginning. God 
saved you to be a conduit through whom His glorious, life-changing 
gospel would flow to others. 
 
Learning to live A Life In Response… 
-  One of the biggest things we are called to do in response to all that 
Jesus has done for us is to allow Him to use us to share His story with 
the entire world. 
 
I think this is one of the areas where we definitely struggle. 
-  When we win a prize, we tell everyone. 
-  If our team wins the championship, we tell everybody. 
-  When we find “the one” we send “save the date” cards and emails to 
everyone we can possibly think of. 
 
But, when we meet the Savior and Lord of the universe we decide that’s 
more of a private decision.  
-  Let’s be clear:  Your relationship with Jesus Christ is personal; it is 
never called to be private! 
-  There is no place in God’s Word where we are called to keep our 
relationship with Jesus Christ “just between the two of us.” 
 
One of the best ways that we can strategically and intentionally 
help others meet Jesus is in the way we serve them. 
 
That’s what today, SERVE Sunday is all about. 
 
But, why do we do it this way?   
 
First of all, and most importantly, we’re following the example of Jesus! 



In Mark chapter 10, Jesus teaches us a critical truth about how we are to 
relate to others around us: 
 
Mark 10:43-45 
43 Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you 
must be your servant, 44 and whoever wants to be first must be slave of 
all. 45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, 
and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 
 
So, Jesus came here as a SERVANT, not for others to serve Him. 
In Phil 2 we see that Jesus humbled Himself to come and be with us. 
 
Let’s look at some examples of when and how Jesus served the people 
around Him: 
 
Things we can learn… 
 
1.  He ministered to their “specific need”. 
Have you ever decided you wanted to help someone with something 
specific and when you talked to them that wasn’t what they really 
needed? 
-  And, you responded in frustration because you had already planned 
out your “Servanthood” and “they” messed it up for you. 
 
Jesus shows us that serving others is about them and not about you. 
 
The story of Zacchaeus  
 
Luke 19:1-2 
19 Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 A man was there by 
the name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. 
 
Here’s what we see:  this guy is a tax collector and he’s rich.  He does 
need OR DESERVE our help. 
In our world, if people have enough money we just assume that they’re 
all good.  
 
Look what Jesus does: 
 



Luke 19:5-6 
5 When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, 
“Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your house today.” 6 

So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly. 
 
Zacchaeus’ need was not money.  He didn’t need food and he didn’t need 
to be healed from sickness.   
-  He needed to be accepted!  And THAT is what Jesus did for him. 
 
And, ultimately, he fell in love with Jesus!! 
 
We need to understand that serving others is about meeting their need, 
not fulfilling our duty. 
 
2.  He served on their timetable, not just His own. 
 
In Mark 1, Jesus had been doing ministry all day.  He had just chosen His 
Disciples and he was healing people, casting out demons, etc.  Then we 
see this: 
 
Mark 1:32-34 
32 That evening after sunset the people brought to Jesus all the sick and 
demon-possessed. 33 The whole town gathered at the door, 34 and Jesus 
healed many who had various diseases.  
 
Question:  How many of you have received a phone call or text from 
someone that was in need at a time that was not convenient for you? 
 
Problem:  We like to serve others when it’s convenient for us. 
 
SERVE Sunday:  Here are my two hours.  Whatever I can do in this time 
frame, I’m all in.   
-  After this, you’re on your own. 
 
EX:  As we learn from our First Responders, when you live in response 
that means you respond WHENEVER you are needed. 
 
A Life In Response to Jesus requires the same flexibility and willingness 
to serve others when the need arises. 



 
3.  He went further than they expected. 
 
How many times have you made the statement, “Well, I’ll help with this 
part but I’m not doing that”? 
 
Our culture has taught us to try to get the most we can get for as low of a 
cost for us as possible. 
 
Problem:  This attitude rolls over into our Servanthood as well. 
 
Look how Jesus handled this with one man and his daughter: 
 
Jesus is doing ministry and then… 
 
Mark 5:22-24 
22 Then one of the synagogue rulers, named Jairus, came there. Seeing 
Jesus, he fell at his feet 23 and pleaded earnestly with him, “My little 
daughter is dying. Please come and put your hands on her so that she 
will be healed and live.” 24 So Jesus went with him… 
 
skip down to verse 35… 
 
Mark 5:35 
35 While Jesus was still speaking, some men came from the house of 
Jairus, the synagogue ruler. “Your daughter is dead,” they said. “Why 
bother the teacher any more?”  
 
What do you think that Dad thought at this point? 
-  Too late 
-  I guess she won’t be healed 
 
RELATES TO US:  When you tell someone to call you whenever they 
need help packing the truck and then you run home, turn off your 
phone, and pray they don’t find you. 
 
Most of us look for a way out of serving others. 
Jesus “ignored what they said” and went and met the need for the man 
and His daughter. 



 
Mark 5:36 
36 Ignoring what they said, Jesus told the synagogue ruler, “Don’t be 
afraid; just believe.” 
 
We need to learn that sometimes our service to others requires us to go 
even further than is requested! 
 
4.  He built a relationship. 
 
LISTEN:  The ultimate purpose for meeting a need is to build a 
relationship to help people meet Jesus.   
-  This has got to be our underlying purpose. 
 
However, speaking truthfully, you won’t fully understand this until you 
learn to serve others that will probably never come to Jesus! 
 
NOT to manipulate but to build relationship! 
 
Back to Mark 5:   
This happened in between the time that Jarius came to Him and they got 
the news that his daughter had died: 
 
Mark 5:30-34 
25 And a woman was there who had been subject to bleeding for twelve 
years. 26 She had suffered a great deal under the care of many doctors 
and had spent all she had, yet instead of getting better she grew worse. 
27 When she heard about Jesus, she came up behind him in the crowd 
and touched his cloak, 28 because she thought, “If I just touch his clothes, 
I will be healed.” 29 Immediately her bleeding stopped and she felt in her 
body that she was freed from her suffering. 30 At once Jesus realized that 
power had gone out from him. He turned around in the crowd and 
asked, “Who touched my clothes?” 31 “You see the people crowding 
against you,” his disciples answered, “and yet you can ask, ‘Who touched 
me?’ ” 32 But Jesus kept looking around to see who had done it. 33 Then 
the woman, knowing what had happened to her, came and fell at his feet 
and, trembling with fear, told him the whole truth. 34 He said to her, 
“Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace and be freed from 
your suffering.” 



 
Jesus knew that, even though the physical healing is why the woman 
came to Him, what she really needed was a relationship with Him. 
 
She’s actually an example of off three points: 
 
1.  He met her specific need.   
 
2. He served her on her timetable. 
-  He was headed somewhere else and she touched Him without any 
kind of invitation.   
-  Instead of saying, “I’m busy.  I’ll have to help you later”, He stopped 
immediately and met her need. 
 
3.  He went even further than she expected. 
-  All shoe wanted to do was touch Him and she knew that would be 
enough for her healing.   
-  But that was not all she really needed. 
-  And, Jesus, not only healed her.  He searched her out and built a 
relationship with her.   
-  She not only got what she wanted from Jesus that day.  She also got 
what she really needed most. 
 
So, as we get set to head out into our spot for SERVE Sunday, let’s make 
sure our attitude of Servanthood is that same as that of Jesus.  
 
Let’s remember that the most important part of all of this is the 
relationships we’re building with our community. 
-  It may be through prepping for VBS that will reach hundreds of 
children this week. 
-  Packing a backpack for kids that we may not get to meet but they’ll 
know that Jesus loves them. 
-  Or it may be out working in the community today building actual 
relationships with others.   
 
Let’s make it more about those relationships than it is about what we’re 
doing. 
 



-  And, not just for today but also moving forward, let’s keep that 
attitude as we learn to live in response to what Jesus has done for 
us. 
 


