
The Letter from James 
Boasting About Tomorrow 

James 4:13-17 
 
Here is the test for today:  A true Believer is a person that does the will of 
God over his or her own desires. 
 
John 14:15 
15 “If you love me, you will obey what I command. 
 
Old Hymn: 
Have Thine own way, Lord!  Have Thine own way!  Thou art the Potter; I 
am the clay.  Mold me and make me after Thy will, while I am waiting, 
yielded and still! 
 
This whole passage today is about submission to the will of God!   
 
Question:  How many of you really struggle when the Lord changes YOUR 
plans through “interesting circumstances”? 
 
Where do you stand right now in your relationship with the Father?  Are you 
completely submitted to His will or are you struggling to give up control?   
 
Here’s the Truth:  If you refuse to submit your will and your plan to God’s 
will and His plan then you are still not completely surrendered to Him. 
 
What does that mean?  Two options: 
-   
Clarification:  I had a great question brought to me in my office:  Do I 
believe in “once saved always saved”. 
-  When you hear something in the message that God uses to point out an 
area in your life where you need to work on something, don’t allow the 
enemy to use that against you.  Be thankful to your Heavenly Father that He 
is not done with you yet. 
-  God is ALWAYS going to be calling you to a deeper surrender than where 
you are right now!  ALWAYS!!  
-  That’s a major part of your sanctification process. 
-  Every day we learn to give Him more control over our lives. 
 
Today’s Passage: 



 
James 4:13-17 
13 Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that 
city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money.” 14 Why, you do 
not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a 
mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. 15 Instead, you ought to 
say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that.” 16 As it is, you 
boast and brag. All such boasting is evil. 17 Anyone, then, who knows the 
good he ought to do and doesn’t do it, sins. 
 
History and Culture: 
-  They were itinerant merchants; they would travel from place to place 
looking for an opportunity to sell their goods and make a profit. 
-  This example would have been very clear to them at the time. 
-  The problem was not that they had a plan 
-  The problem was not that they wanted to make a profit. 
 
Here are four responses to God’s plan that James was addressing: 
 
1.  They made a plan without considering God’s plan. 
 
MacArthur’s explanation: 
They chose their own… 
Time:  today or tomorrow 
Location:  this or that city 
Duration:  we’ll spend a year there 
Enterprise:  engage in business (to travel into an area for trade) 
Goal:  to make a profit 
 
This is the way they made their living.  They would travel to new places 
each day, set up shop, and sell whatever they were making to make money.  
And the goal was obviously making a profit. 
 
Here’s the deal:  There’s nothing wrong with having a plan.  And there’s 
nothing wrong with making a profit.  But it is very wrong to make all 
those plans WITHOUT considering God’s plan! 
 
Why this is such a bad idea: 
 
 A.  You don’t know what will happen tomorrow. 



 EX:  Difference in Upper Story and Lower Story! 
 
 B.  You don’t even know if you’ll have tomorrow. 
 -  Life is a mist… 
 
2.  They considered God’s plan and then chose their own plan. 
 
When you boast and brag of your own arrogance and pride you are choosing 
self over God every time.   
 
3.  They knew God’s plan specifically and chose to disobey. 
 
When you know the right thing to do and do not do it, it is sin! 
 
HUGE:  Some of us are living in this area right here today! 
-  We know exactly what the Father has called us to do and we are choosing 
to disobey Him and do our own thing. 
 
Why do we do that? 
-  Fear 
-  Selfishness 
-  Comfort 
-  Our way is easier 
 
What does it look like? 
-  Confusion 
-  Still waiting on God 
-  Learning patience 
 
EX:  Huge sign in someone that is not connecting to God on a regular basis:  
God is teaching me patience! 
 
4.  They acknowledged and surrendered to God’s plan for their life. 
 
James 4:15 
15 Instead, you ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this 
or that.” 
 
Let’s look at some examples: 
Adam and Eve 



 
Moses 
 
King David 
 
Paul – formerly known as Saul 
 
Peter 
 
What can we learn? 
1.  The choice of whether we serve God or our self is really up to us. 
 
2.  We will probably make some mistakes along the way. 
 
3.  When we fully surrender to the plan of the Father, He will do great and 
mighty things through us. 
 
So, where do you stand today? 
 
Has God pointed out that you have chosen one of these responses to His 
plan? 
-  Are you making your plans like He doesn’t even exist? 
-  Do you know He’s there but you’re still doing your own thing? 
-  Do you know His specific plan for you and you’ve chosen to completely 
ignore it. 
-  OR are you submitting your plan to His leadership every day??!! 
 
Here’s what we know for sure: 
 
“A strong desire to do the will of God is a sure mark of a transformed life!” 
 
Do you have a strong desire to surrender your plan to His plan and do what 
He is calling you to do? 
 
Are you trying to submit even though it’s hard and you’re doing the best you 
can? 
 
Or have you decided this whole deal really is about you and not about Him? 
 
That is our challenge for today! 


