
The Letter from James 
“Rich People Problems” 

James 5:1-6 
 
Title Today:  “Rich People Problems” 
 
Anyone feel like you would like to have RICH PEOPLE PROBLEMS? 
 
EX:  Funny Thought:  I know some rather wealthy people in this room that 
would probably trade some of their problems for some of yours.   
 
However, today we’re not really talking about those kinds of problems.   
-  James has some very strong words for some people that were wealthy but 
were not handling it according to God’s Word. 
-  And it’s our understanding that he is actually speaking to people that do 
not know Christ.  But, the reason we say that is because of what he says they 
were doing with, and for, their money.   
-  And we’ve learned through this study, how we live does testify loudly 
about our relationship with Jesus Christ. 
 
Today:  I want us to walk through this passage and describe what they are 
doing and why he’s speaking so strongly to them. 
 
And, then I want to walk through what you and I can learn from their story 
that can affect our story. 
 
James 5:1-6 
Now listen, you rich people, weep and wail because of the misery that is 
coming upon you. 2 Your wealth has rotted, and moths have eaten your 
clothes. 3 Your gold and silver are corroded. Their corrosion will testify 
against you and eat your flesh like fire. You have hoarded wealth in the last 
days. 4 Look! The wages you failed to pay the workmen who mowed your 
fields are crying out against you. The cries of the harvesters have reached 
the ears of the Lord Almighty. 5 You have lived on earth in luxury and self-
indulgence. You have fattened yourselves in the day of slaughter. 6 You have 
condemned and murdered innocent men, who were not opposing you. 
 
Verse 1 
He’s getting their attention. 



“Now Listen” is a strong term making sure they are paying attention for the 
serious rebuke he’s about to bring their way. 
 
In our process of evaluation through the book of James, do you understand 
why he mentions money a number of times? 
 
Do you know that one of the best testing agents that there is when trying to 
understand the condition of your heart is to look at how you handle your 
money?   
-  So, as we dive into this today, I hope you’ll open your heart and mind to 
the things that the Father wants to teach you through His Word. 
 
 
Words that describe the actions of the rich in this passage: 
 
Hoarders 
2 Your wealth has rotted, and moths have eaten your clothes. 3 Your gold and 
silver are corroded. Their corrosion will testify against you and eat your 
flesh like fire. You have hoarded wealth in the last days. 
 
He uses these examples to show that hoarding what God has given you only 
leads to rot, rust, and a miserable existence. 
 
WHY:  Because the hoarder eventually learns that all the stuff they have 
simply leaves them empty.   
 
Cheaters 
 
4 Look! The wages you failed to pay the workmen who mowed your fields 
are crying out against you. The cries of the harvesters have reached the ears 
of the Lord Almighty. 
 
It’s a simple fact that many of the wealthiest people you know are some of 
the greediest people you know.   
-  And that fact was still true back then. 
 
The rich would hire people to do their labor and then not pay them the wages 
that they were promised.   
 
Selfish 



5 You have lived on earth in luxury and self-indulgence. You have fattened 
yourselves in the day of slaughter. 
 
I’m reminded of the story of the Prodigal Son, when he takes his money and 
goes out and squanders it on what Luke calls “wild living”. 
 
He gives the picture of a pig that is just eating and eating, not realizing that 
he is simply preparing himself for his own day of destruction. 
 
These rich people were living in such a way that they were leading 
themselves down a path of destruction. 
-  A path where they worshiped stuff more than God. 
-  A path where they thought one more “thing” would finally make them 
happy. 
 
 
Oppressors 
6 You have condemned and murdered innocent men, who were not opposing 
you. 
 
These are some of the people that were most known for persecuting the 
“righteous”.   
 
And, James, much like in the rest of his letter, is warning them about what is 
coming their way.   
 
His says, “Listen, you can’t live as hoarders, cheaters, and selfish 
oppressors, and expect to go to Heaven when you die. 
 
Now, let’s understand where we are today: 
 
We are in a constant process of evaluating where we stand with Christ.  
And, I sure hope you guys have discovered some great things over this 
study. 
 
Then, today we are looking at how the rich spend their money. 
 
Well, why should this be an important topic to us? 
Many of you are thinking, “I don’t have any money so this really isn’t for 
me”.  



Two reasons this passage should be very important to each of us: 
 
1.  We are the Rich People 
Many of you are thinking, “Wow, I got rich and nobody told.  I thought it 
would look different.” 
 
Here’s the truth:  Poor people in the Bible were people with no food to eat, 
no clothes to wear, and no place to live.   
-  Most of us are not in that category. 
 
And, we also know that compared to most places in the world, including the 
areas of our partners that we’ve been to see this summer in South Africa and 
Mexico, just being here today we are considered wealthy.   
 
And the point:  We are all capable of all four of these areas that James 
mentions.   
-  So, in case you have decided your not rich enough to NEED to pay 
attention, this is still for you. 
 
2.  Jesus talked a lot about money. 
Bible has about 500 verses on prayer and faith and over 2000 verses about 
money. 
About 40% of Jesus’ parables dealt with money. 
 
This is OBVIOUSLY an important area of our lives. 
 
Look at how Jesus puts it in  
Matthew 6:21 
21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
 
HUGE:  If you want to know what your heart thinks is important, look at 
how you spend your money.  (check book? – old school!) 
 
So let’s look back at those four words used to describe the rich.  We’ll 
focus most of our time on the last two. 
 
1.  Oppressors 
Do you look down on others that don’t have as much as you? 
Do you treat people differently because of what they don’t have? 



Have you allowed pride to sneak into your life because of how the Lord has 
blessed you? 
 
2.  Cheaters 
Are you making sure you pay others what you owe them? 
Here’s a question:  Are you paying all the taxes that you’re supposed to pay? 
Are you “working the system” to get as much for yourself as you can get? 
Are you getting paid to work til 5:00 but leaving at 4:30? 
 
There are all kinds of ways that we can become cheaters if we allow that to 
become our focus. 
 
3.  Hoarders 
Have you made it all about how much you can get and how much of that you 
can keep for yourself? 
 
There is a difference between saving and hoarding! 
 
2 Corinthians 9:10-11 
10 Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply 
and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your 
righteousness. 11 You will be made rich in every way so that you can be 
generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in 
thanksgiving to God. 
 
It’s just the truth:  God does not bless you financially so you can buy gold 
online and store it all up for yourself.  He blesses you SO THAT you can 
become a blessing to others. 
 
Another point:  Every thing you have, He gave you!  It’s all His money 
anyway. 
 
2 Corinthians 9:6 
6 Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and 
whoever sows generously will also reap generously. 
 
4.  Selfish 
 
Question:  Is the way you spend your money showing that God is most 
important of that you are most important? 



 
Throughout this study: 
Godly wisdom vs. worldly wisdom 
God’s agenda vs. your agenda 
Live for God of live for the things of the world 
-  All of these questions have helped us evaluate where we stand in our 
relationship with Jesus. 
 
Today:   Another big question:   
Do our spending habits support a surrendered life focused on Him or a 
selfish life focused on us? 
 
Here’s where we need to be: 
 
There are two things God wants us to be with our money: 
 
1.  Generous 
 
verse 11 above:   He will bless you so you can be generous. 
 
Numbers of other passages encouraging our generosity… 
But there’s just nothing in Scripture that says, “Keep all your money to 
yourself.” 
 
2.  Obedient 
KEY:  In order to be obedient to what God says you have to actually ask 
God what He wants you to do.  
 
Remember how I said God gave you all the money you have?   
-  How often do you ask God what He wants you to do with His money? 
 
And then, once you ask Him what to do, just commit to do it. 
 
2 Corinthians 9:7 
7 Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 


