
The Letter from James 
Worldly Wisdom vs. Godly Wisdom Part 2 

James 3:17-18 
Review: 
 
James 3:13 
13 Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show it by his good 
life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom. 
 
Again, James starts with a test. 
The question:   
Are you a person of wisdom and understanding?  
 
The Test:   
Does your life, and the deeds you do each day, show that you have Godly 
wisdom? 
 
Evaluation:   
Between you and God with NO justification. 
 
Question:  What did you learn this week about where you stand in the area 
of wisdom? 
-  Did you see any of those characteristics of Worldly Wisdom coming 
through in your daily life? 
-  Was there a time where you thought, “Yep, that’s one of those things he 
talked about”? 
 
LISTEN:  Evaluation with justification is not real evaluation! 
 
But today we get to look at the good part of this section of the letter from 
James: 
 
Let’s look at Godly Wisdom: 
 
Godly Wisdom: 
Wisdom based on submission to God and a desire to do His will over your 
will. 
 
BASICALLY, when you make all of your decisions based on what God 
wants for you and the people around you. 



The Source 
 
James 3:17a 
17 But the wisdom that comes from heaven is… 
 
Godly wisdom is wisdom from above. 
-  It’s wisdom from the Upper Story! 
 
James 1:5 says 
5 If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all 
without finding fault, and it will be given to him. 
 
God is the ultimate source for Godly wisdom! 
-  Seems simple but we are all struggling to find wisdom in our lives. 
 
When we want Godly wisdom we need to learn to go directly to the source.  
 
EX:  We spend a lot of time looking for wisdom in all the wrong places: 
Books, tv, google, etc. 
 
The Transition 
After last weeks evaluation, many of us are having to make the transition 
from worldly wisdom to Godly wisdom! 
 
How do we make that transition? 
 
Proverbs 9:10 
10“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom…” 
So, if this fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom that means we need to 
understand the fear of the Lord. 
 
The fear of the Lord:  “A loving reverence for God that includes 
submission to His Lordship and to the commands of His Word.” 
 
If you figured out this past week that you’re living according to worldly 
wisdom, it’s most likely because you don’t understand the fear of the Lord! 
 
HUGE:  If you want to be a person that lives according to the wisdom that 
comes from the Lord, it starts with a complete submission to His Lordship in 
your life and a commitment to follow the commands in His Word. 



 
-  If you’re not willing to start here, there will be no Godly wisdom in 
your life. 
 
The First Step 
 
James 3:17a 
17 But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; 
 
The word Hagnos – used by the ancient Greeks to describe the cleansing 
process one had to go through to be pure and worthy enough to approach the 
gods. 
-  Even the pagans in that day knew that you needed to be pure and clean 
before you went before your gods to worship. 
 
Key for us:  This verse says, “First of all, pure”, and then comes everything 
else. 
This means your first step in practically seeing this wisdom in your life is 
becoming and remaining pure and holy before the Lord. 
 
Submission:  Remove the moral filth that we try to hang on to.   
 
Beatitudes:  
  
Matthew 5:8 
8 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
 
Two weeks ago:  You CANNOT keep the junk burning in your heart and 
expect the smoke of the Spirit of God to come out of your mouth! 
 
The Characteristics 
 
James 3:17b 
…then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, 
impartial and sincere. 
 
1.  Peace-loving 
Truly wise people don’t bring conflict through their selfish ambition but they 
bring peace through their humility. 
 



2.  Considerate (Gentle) 
2 Timothy 2:24-25 
24 And the Lord’s servant must not quarrel; instead, he must be kind to 
everyone, able to teach, not resentful. 25 Those who oppose him he must 
gently instruct, in the hope that God will grant them repentance leading them 
to a knowledge of the truth. 
 
3.  Submissive (Reasonable) 
Teachable, compliant, not stubborn 
Accepting and complying with whatever was demanded of him. 
 
4.  Full of Mercy 
Not only receiving mercy for yourself but offering that mercy through loving 
and serving others in any way necessary. 
 
5.  Full of Good Fruit 
In Chapter 2 James tells us that our faith if proven when we produce good 
works or good fruit in our lives.   
A true Believer is known by the fruit of the Holy Spirit that shines in his or 
her life. 
 
6.  Impartial (Unwavering) 
Not to be divided, uncertain, or indecisive. 
 
7.  Sincere (Without Hypocrisy) 
A person of the truth! 
 
Listen:  Hypocrisy is one of the sins that Jesus condemned most of all.   
If you want to live according to Godly wisdom, you MUST be a person of 
TRUTH at all times. 
 
The Results 
 
James 3:18 
18 Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest of righteousness. 
 
Clear Statement:  If you live according to Godly Wisdom, and sow seeds 
of peace, you will reap a harvest of righteousness.   
 
So, we have two choices about what our life can produce: 



Worldly Wisdom – Disorder and Every Evil Practice 
Godly Wisdom – A harvest of righteousness. 
 
Let’s look at the choice according to two garden scenes. 
 
Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden 
-  The devil tempted them with power and knowledge. 
-  Their pride took over and caused them to sin. 
-  They had a desire for something that God did not  
-  They chose to live according to worldly wisdom. 
 
The end result was disorder and every evil practice for all mankind. 
-   
 
Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane 
-  He chose to obey The Father no matter what it cost Him. 
 
The end result was salvation made available for all man-kind.   
 
 
Romans 5:18-19 
18 Consequently, just as the result of one trespass was condemnation for all 
men, so also the result of one act of righteousness was justification that 
brings life for all men. 19 For just as through the disobedience of the one man 
the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man 
the many will be made righteous. 
 
Here are our choices: 
 
1.  Like Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden, we can compromixse God’s 
Word and choose to live for our own selfish ambition. 
 
Or… 
2.  Like Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane, we can take God at His Word, 
even when it cost us dearly, and live our lives according to Godly Wisdom. 
 
We know the results of both choices.  Now it’s up to us to decide Who we 
will serve and how we will live!! 
 


