
A Life In Response 
“Because of Jesus” 

 
We have just finished our study of the Story of God from Genesis to 
Revelation.  
-  We learned some amazing things that many of us had not seen before. 
-  For many of us, it was the timeline and just understanding the order of 
the stories we had heard for years. 
-  For some it was the Nation of Israel and how we saw God’s power 
displayed through them in so many ways. 
-  For others it was the cost of sin in our lives and all that we lost when 
Adam and Eve brought sin into the world. 
-  And, I think we ALL loved it when Jesus showed up to dwell among His 
people. 
 
LIFE GROUP:  This week in your group you’ll get an opportunity to talk 
about what you loved most, what point stood out to you in a new way, 
and what you can take from this moving forward. 
 
But, we’re going to deal with a little of that today… 
 
When you finish a series like The Story, you end up with two 
questions: 
 
1.  What are we going to do now?  (I got this question last Sunday 
morning in the hallway! 
 
2.  How are you going to let what you learned affect the way you live 
everyday? 
 
As for question number 1: 
Here’s what we are going to do now: 
 
New series:  “A Life In Response”   
-  Every time something critical, tragic, or amazingly wonderful happens 
it changes some things in how we live.  Some of those things are just for 
a short time and some for the rest of our lives.  
 



-  A study like The Story, where we get to gain an understanding, or 
maybe a deeper understanding, of the whole timeline of the Story of God 
is something that should effect change in us for the rest of our lives.   
 
EX:  For our example throughout this series we’re going to use our First 
Responders.  Specifically our Fire Fighters and EMTs. 
 
For these men and women, they live their entire careers working IN 
RESPONSE to outside circumstances. 
-  When they get a call, they respond. 
-  When there is a fire, they respond. 
-  When there is a car accident, they respond. 
 
But, something that is very important is that they are also trained to 
know what to do when they respond. 
-  I mean, I could go sit in the fire station and hang out with the team and 
when the alarm sounds I could actually jump on the truck.  (If I didn’t 
break my leg sliding down the fire pole) 
-  But, when I got to the fire I would have no idea what to do.   
 
The blessing of our First Responders is that they know how to live IN 
RESPONSE to just about every call that comes in.   
 
In our series this summer, we’re going to study specific teachings of 
Jesus that will help us know how to live IN RESPONSE to what we have 
learned in The Story. 
 
-  See, most of Jesus’ teaching was not about theology or how we 
interpret the Scriptures.  Most of it was how to live and act AFTER we 
have surrendered our lives to Him. 
-  So we must learn how to live IN RESPONSE to that relationship. 
 
But, one thing I’ve learned about our First Responders is that they know 
how to respond when the call is made because of the training they have 
done BEFORE the call comes in. 
-  One area of that training is to know what is ALREADY true before the 
call comes.  
-  Where is the equipment? 
-  How is each piece of it used in an emergency situation? 



-  What is the best route to get to every neighborhood and street 
intersection in our city? 
 
See, these are questions that you must know the answers to IN 
ADVANCE of the call coming in.   
 
In our spiritual lives, this is also true. 
-  Over the summer, we will see a number of things that we should be 
doing IN RESPONSE to what Jesus has done for us. 
-  But, TODAY, we are going to look at a number of things that are 
ALREADY true because of Jesus’ death on the cross and God raising Him 
from the grave. 
 
So, if you have surrendered your life to Jesus and have a personal 
relationship with Him, these things are ALREADY true in you. 
 
We must understand these truths before we can head into how to live in 
response everyday. 
 
Here we go:  These are things that are already true in us if we have a 
personal relationship with Jesus. 
-  Our struggle is that, even as Believers, many of us live like we’re still 
trying to achieve these things and Jesus has already done them. 
-  Or, it may be true that some of us don’t have a personal relationship 
with Jesus and this will help us understand why we’re still struggling in 
so many of these areas.   
-  That is an evaluation only you and the Father are going to be able to 
make. 
 
So, here are a few of the things that are ALREADY true in you “Because 
of Jesus”. 
 
Because of Jesus… 
 
1.  You are Loved Unconditionally. 
 
Romans 8:35-39 
35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or 
hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36 



As it is written: “For your sake we face death all day long; we are 
considered as sheep to be slaughtered.”  37 No, in all these things we are 
more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced 
that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the 
present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 
God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
Do you understand that there is absolutely nothing in this world that 
can separate you from the love of God? 
-  We don’t see this in people so we have a hard time accepting it from 
God. 
-  We also have been raised into a culture that believes you have to do 
something to earn love.  And we have allowed this to cloud our 
understanding of God’s “freely given” love for us.   
 
2.  You are Forgiven. 
 
Do you live everyday with the understanding and belief that you are 
totally forgiven for all of your sin? 
-  Many of us struggle mightily in this area. 
-  We can’t imagine how God would really be able to forgive us for all of 
that. 
 
Here’s the truth:  Your forgiveness was settled on the cross! 
 
Hebrews 10:11-14 
11 Day after day every priest stands and performs his religious duties; 
again and again he offers the same sacrifices, which can never take away 
sins. 12 But when this priest had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, 
he sat down at the right hand of God. 13 Since that time he waits for his 
enemies to be made his footstool, 14 because by one sacrifice he has 
made perfect forever those who are being made holy. 
 
When Jesus made that statement, “It is Finished” on the cross, what have 
we said that also meant?  “Paid in Full!” 
 
Your debt was paid on that day, long before any of you were born! 
 



When you gave your life to Christ, and surrendered to His Lordship in 
your life, you accepted that payment for ALL of your sin.  
 
Our confession, repentance, and request for forgiveness is simply us 
learning to walk in the forgiveness that He’s already given to us.  
 
-  Yes, we still confess our daily sin to stay connected in our fellowship 
with that Father, but our ultimate forgiveness was given at the cross.  
 
We have to learn to remember this: 
II Corinthians 5:17 
17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, 
the new has come! 
 
You are not who you used to be.  
-  You do not have to live in bondage to that anymore. 
 
Today, you should recognize your daily sin, or sin patterns.  Agree with 
Jesus that it’s wrong in confession, and then thank Him for your 
forgiveness. 
 
If we can’t learn to live in that truth for ourselves we will also never 
really be able to forgive others.  
 
3.  You are Free. 
 
John 8:31-36 
31 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my 
teaching, you are really my disciples. 32 Then you will know the truth, 
and the truth will set you free.” 33 They answered him, “We are 
Abraham’s descendants and have never been slaves of anyone. How can 
you say that we shall be set free?” 34 Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, 
everyone who sins is a slave to sin. 35 Now a slave has no permanent 
place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. 36 So if the Son sets 
you free, you will be free indeed. 
 
In John, we see that the Jews didn’t even recognize that they were slaves 
to anything.   



-  Jesus had to explain to them that they were slaves so He could then 
explain to them how He was setting them free. 
 
In today’s culture, we have two problems in this area. 
 
1.  We have a lot of people that are enslaved to sin and they don’t even 
realize it. 
2.  And we also have a lot of people that are free from sin and living like 
they’re still slaves!! 
 
EX:  We walk around like people sentenced to die for our sin even 
though we carry in us the VERY PRESENCE of God and His promise that 
we are set FREE! 
 
Romans 8:1-3 
8 Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus, 2 because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me 
free from the law of sin and death. 3 For what the law was powerless to 
do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his 
own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. 
 
If you’re in that first group, you need to recognize that Jesus didn’t come 
here to condemn you for your sin, He came to condemn the sin in you 
and set you free! 
And, if you’ve already given your life to Christ, you need to understand 
that there is no more condemnation for you!!!  Jesus Christ is celebrating 
your freedom and you have to learn to walk in it. 
 
4.  You are Protected. 
 
Moses says to the people of Israel before he dies and they have to cross 
the Jordan without him: 
 
Deuteronomy 31:6 
6 Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of 
them, for the Lord your God goes with you; he will never leave you nor 
forsake you. 
 



Have you ever looked up and realized that you were on the edge of a 
mighty river with no clue as to how you were going to get across it?     
                                                                                                                                         
5.  You are Set Apart. 
Too many of us spend time wondering if God really has a purpose for 
our lives. 
-  Were we a mistake? 
-  Is anything better because I’m here? 
-  What have I really ever accomplished? 
 
Here’s the thing:  God created you on purpose and for a purpose, and 
here’s what He says about you: 
 
I Peter 2:9 
9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 
belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called 
you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 
 
Holy:  also means “Set Apart”.  Different.  Not like everyone else! 
-  You are the fancy plate that stays in it’s special place until needed and 
then it’s brought out to do it’s job:  To look good with the fancy table 
cloth and napkin! 
 
God has left you on this earth as a different, holy, SET APART 
instrument for His glory and honor! 
 
We ALL have a purpose given to us by our Creator. 
 
Ephesians 2:10 
10 For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good 
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 
 
Listen:  When we, as a church, say we’re going to help you find the 
purpose for which God built you, we don’t mean we’re searching for 
something that may or may not be there. 
-  We mean we’re going to help you discover the purpose that God has 
ALREADY given you! 
 



When you surrendered your life to Jesus, God placed a purpose on your 
life that will bring Him more glory and more growth in the Kingdom. 
-  We just have to recognize that and start walking in it. 
 
6.  You are Guaranteed Eternal Life. 
 
II Corinthians 1:21-22 
21 Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. He 
anointed us, 22 set his seal of ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our 
hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come. 
 
LAST WEEK: 
We talked about the New Heaven and the New Earth.   
-  Jesus told the Disciples in John 14 that He was going to prepare a place 
for them. 
-  He didn’t give them a list of what to do in order to earn that place.   
-  He went to prepare a place for them because of what was already true:  
They had surrendered to His Lordship in their lives and He had a 
personal relationship with them. 
 
HUGE:  Once you have a personal relationship with Jesus, the next step 
is already guaranteed. 
 
Yes, we are supposed to “work out our salvation” and grown in our 
relationship with Christ, but you ARE NOT working for your salvation. 
 
Your salvation, and therefore your home in the New Heaven and the 
New Earth, is not held together by you.   
-  It’s all held together in and by Jesus Christ.  
-  And once you have that relationship He will never let you go. 
 
Your future is set.   
-  So, let’s stop living like we’re trying to earn it. 
 
7.  You are a Child of God! 
 
John 1:12-13 
12 Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he 
gave the right to become children of God— 13 children born not of 



natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of 
God. 
 
As a parent, isn’t this what you want your children to experience from 
you? 
Unconditional Love 
Forgiveness 
Freedom 
Protection 
Being Set Apart – Knowing that they have a special purpose… 
A guarantee of something secure for their future… 
 
Read this: 
I John 3:1 
3 How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be 
called children of God! 
 
Learning to Live a Life in Response is much like an adopted child 
learning to live like they really belong in the family.   
 
We are blessed to be called “Children of God”!!!  We should make it a 
point to live in response to that! 
 
And now we go all the way back to question #2:   
 
How are you going to let what you’ve learned affect the way you live 
everyday? 
 
The New Normal? 
 


