
The Story:  Chapter 31 
The End of Time 

 
TIMELINE 
 
5 Movements: 
1.  The Story of the Garden 
2.  The Story of the Nation of Israel 
3.  The Story of Jesus 
4.  The Story of the Church 
 
Today: 
5.  The Story of the New Garden 
God will one day create a new earth and a new garden and once again 
come down to be with us.  All who placed their faith in Christ in this life 
will be eternal residents in the life to come. 
 
This is THE STORY: 
-  In the beginning God created the Heavens and the Earth. 
-  In the Garden, He created man in His image so that He could have 
fellowship with him and that we could bring glory to His great name. 
-  Sin entered the picture, man was kicked out of the Garden, and we lost 
the connection that we had with the Father. 
-  God brings the nation of Israel into the picture so that we can learn 
about His presence, He power, and His plan to get us back! 
-  We also learned that it is impossible for man to reach God on his own.  
None of us will ever be good enough on our own to re-connect with our 
Heavenly Father. 
-  That’s when He brought Jesus. 
 
John 1:14 
14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. 
 
-  He knew that we had zero hope of solving this problem on our own so 
He sent His only Son, Jesus, to live on this earth, to be crucified as the 
ultimate sacrifice for our sins, and then He raised Him from the grave on 
the 3rd day and He is alive and acting as our High Priest to this very day. 
 



-  Then we saw the introduction of the church, as the followers of Christ 
moved on from His resurrection and made it their life goal to tell as 
many people the story of Jesus as possible.  That’s when the church blew 
up and the number of Christ followers multiplied in a huge way. 
 
-  And, TODAY, we’re still living as the church. 
-  And, we’ve discussed this lately… It is still our job as the church to be 
telling everyone within our reach the story of Jesus Christ. 
-  We’re working hard to make this our New Normal! 
 
But, there is a day coming…. 
 
Revelation 21:1-4 
1Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the 
first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the 
Holy City, the New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3 And I heard a 
loud voice from the throne saying, “Now the dwelling of God is with 
men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God 
himself will be with them and be their God. 4 He will wipe every tear 
from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or 
pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” 
 
 
There are three things we really need to learn from this last book of the 
Bible: 
 
1.  God Will Create a New Heaven and a New Earth 
 
Best part of that New Heaven and New Earth: 
“Now, the dwelling of God is with men, and He will live with them.” 
 
Remember Chapter 1 of the Story, God was here on Earth dwelling 
among His people. 
-  This is why He created us.  He wanted our fellowship the whole time. 
-  We lost that with sin in the first garden. 
 
Then, in the last chapter of the Story, He creates a NEW Garden in which 
He will dwell among His people again. 



-  This is the end of the Story but the real beginning for those of us who 
believe.  
-  This will be the start of an eternity with our Creator on a New Earth. 
 
Then he describes the new city coming down out of Heaven: 
 
Revelation 21:15-16 
15 The angel who talked with me had a measuring rod of gold to measure 
the city, its gates and its walls. 16 The city was laid out like a square, as 
long as it was wide. He measured the city with the rod and found it to be 
12,000 stadia in length, and as wide and high as it is long. 
 
1400 miles long, 1400 miles wide, 1400 miles tall! 
 
That’s the distance from El Paso, TX to Rome, GA. (1390 miles) 
 
Jesus is keeping another promise:  
 
John 14:2 
2 In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have 
told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. 
 
Here’s what happens when God dwells among His people: 
 
Revelation 21:22-23 
22 I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and 
the Lamb are its temple. 23 The city does not need the sun or the moon to 
shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp. 
 
Question:  Does anyone in here get excited about the truth that we get to 
go the Heaven and spend eternity with our Creator? 
 
2 Corinthians 1:21-22 
… He anointed us, 22 set his seal of ownership on us, and put his Spirit in 
our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come. 
 
Holy Spirit inside of you is a guarantee of what is coming!! 
 
Then we get this from Jesus: 



 
Revelation 21:6 
6 He said to me: “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning 
and the End. 
 
He’s letting John know, and us, that He was there in the beginning and 
He is still there in the end. 
-  This was the plan the whole time. 
 
-  From the moment Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden, the Father has 
been working to get us back into fellowship with Him. 
-  This is the ultimate answer to that problem. 
 
2.  Jesus was, and still is, the answer for the world’s sin problem. 
 
The Gospel of Jesus Christ:   
-  Man was separated from God because of our sin. 
-  The Old Testament Law proved that we could never get back to Jesus 
on our own. 
-  Then Jesus came as the answer to our sin problem. 
 
As I already said: 
 
John 1:14 
14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. 
 
Hebrews 9:14-15, 28 
14 How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the 
eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our 
consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living 
God! 15 For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that 
those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance—
now that he has died as a ransom to set them free from the sins 
committed under the first covenant…. 28 so Christ was sacrificed once to 
take away the sins of many people; and he will appear a second time, 
not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him. 
 
NEXT WEEK:  Here’s what we’re going to do next Sunday.  I’ll do a 
message called “Because of Jesus” and we will walk through the most 



critical things that ARE CURRENTLY true in, and about, you BECAUSE of 
what Jesus did on the cross. 
 
But this is also huge: 
Jesus is the answer to the world’s problems today as well. 
 
So you understand that people hearing and receiving the true Gospel of 
Jesus Christ is the answer to every problem we have?   
-  Politics 
-  Morality 
-  Abuse 
-  Addiction 
 
It’s all dealt with through the Gospel.  So, as you look around at our 
culture, and the culture of our world, don’t forget that people meeting 
Jesus Christ and beginning a personal relationship with Him is the only 
answer. 
 
We can try every other plan in the world but without Jesus it will not be 
worth it. 
 
And, then the third thing… 
 
3.  There will be a judgment day! 
 
I think we have a tendency to forget this. 
-  Once we get to the point where we know we’re going to be ok and we 
get to go the Heaven, we seem to forget that our friends and our family 
members may not be going with us. 
 
Many of us have actually bought into the lie that God is really good at 
heart so He won’t actually allow anyone to go to Hell when it comes 
time for that. 
 
Well, let’s read… 
 
Revelation 20:11-15 
11 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. Earth 
and sky fled from his presence, and there was no place for them. 12 And I 



saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books 
were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The 
dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the 
books. 13 The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades 
gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged 
according to what he had done. 14 Then death and Hades were thrown 
into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death. 15 If anyone’s 
name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into 
the lake of fire. 
 
Let’s be clear on what this says:   
-  The Book of Life is where your name is written when you surrender to 
Jesus as your Lord and Savior. 
-  This passage says, “If your name is not written in the Book of Life you 
WILL NOT be going into Heaven to spend your eternity.” 
-  It says clearly that you will be thrown into the lake of fire, what we call 
Hell. 
 
We continue to struggle in this area: 
-  Last week I pointed out that we have made much of the verse that 
says, “God will work all things together for the good of those who love 
Him” and have made very little out of the verse that says, “If you want to 
be my disciple, take up your cross daily and follow me.” 
 
We have grown into a culture of people that truly believe the world 
revolves around us.   
 
With that thought in mind, we just simply can’t imagine that our loving 
God would allow anyone to go to Hell, especially any of my friends or 
family members. 
 
I believe this is why we struggle so much in sharing our faith. 
-  We don’t want to offend people. 
-  We don’t want to stand out and let people mock our beliefs. 
 
Here’s the question:  If having a friend enjoy Heaven and miss Hell 
worth risking a little rejection or offense? 
 
Conclusion: 



 
Here’s what I think:   
-  We need to read the book of Revelation because it reminds us of what 
Jesus has done for us. 
-  It also gives us a great picture of what we will see in the new Heaven 
and the new Earth. 
 
But, it should also serve as a powerful reminder of where our family 
members will spend eternity if they don’t have a relationship with Jesus. 
-  AND it should serve as a huge motivator to push us to share the story 
of Jesus everywhere we go. 
 
So, for us today…  in time of response 
Let’s celebrate the fact that we will one day reside WITH THE 
PRESENCE OF GOD in the new Heaven on the new Earth. 
 
Let’s remember to celebrate all that Jesus has done for us and that He 
was the answer in the Story and He’s still the answer for today. 
 
But, let’s make sure we are striving intentionally every day to help 
others start a relationship with Christ as well. 
-  We don’t want anyone missing an opportunity to spend eternity with 
the Father in Heaven. 
 


