
The Letter from James 
“Don’t Show Favoritism” 

James 2:1-12 
 
James’ teaching points on Favoritism: 
 
1.  The Command 
James 2:1 
2 My brothers, as believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ, don’t show 
favoritism.  
 
Define Favoritism: 
The practice of giving unfair preferential treatment to one person or group at 
the expense of another. 
 
 
2.  The Example 
James 2:2-7 
2 Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and fine 
clothes, and a poor man in shabby clothes also comes in. 3 If you show 
special attention to the man wearing fine clothes and say, “Here’s a good 
seat for you,” but say to the poor man, “You stand there” or “Sit on the floor 
by my feet,” 4 have you not discriminated among yourselves and become 
judges with evil thoughts?  
5 Listen, my dear brothers: Has not God chosen those who are poor in the 
eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised 
those who love him? 6 But you have insulted the poor. Is it not the rich who 
are exploiting you? Are they not the ones who are dragging you into court? 7 

Are they not the ones who are slandering the noble name of him to whom 
you belong?  
 
Example from Scripture:  
Rich vs. Poor 
 
For Us today: 
Racism! 
 
Define Racism: 
Prejudice, discrimination, or antagonism directed against someone of a 
different race based on the belief that one's own race is superior. 



 
3.  The Method for Success 
James 2:8 
8 If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, “Love your neighbor as 
yourself,” you are doing right.  
 
Sir Phillip Gibbs in his book The Cross of Peace said, “Modern progress has 
made the world a neighborhood and God has given us the task of making it a 
brotherhood.” 
 
4.  The Result of Failure 
James 2:9 
9 But if you show favoritism, you sin and are convicted by the law as 
lawbreakers.  
 
Favoritism through racism is SIN! 
 
5.  Sin Can’t Be Denied 
 
James 2:10-11 
10 For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is 
guilty of breaking all of it. 11 For he who said, “Do not commit adultery,” 
also said, “Do not murder.” If you do not commit adultery but do commit 
murder, you have become a lawbreaker.  
 
We cannot continue to ignore this problem in our lives if we are going to 
claim to be Believers! 
 
Why is this so huge? 
 
John 17:20-21 
20 “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in 
me through their message, 21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you 
are in me and I am in you. 
 
What was Jesus’ prayer in this passage? 
 
that all of them may be one, 
 



Here’s the crazy part:  Jesus’ prayers are ALWAYS answered because He 
always prays the Fathers will.   
 
Ephesians 2 shows us this:  We are already “positionally” one!    
 
Ephesians 2:11-22 
11 Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and 
called “uncircumcised” by those who call themselves “the circumcision” 
(that done in the body by the hands of men)— 12 remember that at that time 
you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and 
foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in 
the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been 
brought near through the blood of Christ.  
14 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed 
the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 15 by abolishing in his flesh the law 
with its commandments and regulations. His purpose was to create in 
himself one new man out of the two, thus making peace, 16 and in this one 
body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to 
death their hostility. 17 He came and preached peace to you who were far 
away and peace to those who were near. 18 For through him we both have 
access to the Father by one Spirit.  
19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens 
with God’s people and members of God’s household, 20 built on the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the 
chief cornerstone. 21 In him the whole building is joined together and rises to 
become a holy temple in the Lord. 22 And in him you too are being built 
together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit. 
 
The Cross of Christ was for all of us, of all races, backgrounds, cultures, etc.   
And the Cross of Christ brought us all together as one body! 
SO, we are already ONE because He made us ONE on the cross. 
 
Therefore, there should already be NO favoritism, or racism, in our country, 
because there should not be any in our hearts! 
 
Let me tell you how to solve this issue? 
 
Luke 10:27 



Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with 
all your strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself. 
 
What will this cause? 
We would listen to a person’s story before we judge them because of their 
color. 
We would ask questions about them before we answer all the questions on 
our own. 
 
I don’t believe we have a problem believing any of this to be true.   
I think we just don’t know what favoritism really looks like in today’s 
culture and how we are taking part in it every day. 
 
Trust me:  It’s real.  
The White Privilege is real. 
And, it’s not going to change unless we become Biblically aggressive in 
trying to solve this great issue. 
 
Quote:  "You're either going to be intentionally inclusive or you're going to 
be unintentionally exclusive'.  


