
Easter Sunday 2018 
“The Blessings of the Resurrection” 

Matthew 28:1-6 
 
Matthew 28:1-6 
After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene 
and the other Mary went to look at the tomb. 2 There was a violent 
earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to 
the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like 
lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. 4 The guards were so afraid of 
him that they shook and became like dead men. 5 The angel said to the 
women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who 
was crucified. 6 He is not here; he has risen, just as he said, 
 
Good Friday Service: 
Jesus’ time in the Upper Room eating He last meal with the Disciples just 
hours before crucifixion 
Then, Jesus moved to the Garden where He literally sweat tears of blood 
due to the pain and agony of what He was about to walk through. 
He moved to the Courtyard where He is beaten, ridiculed, and condemned 
to die for sin that He had not committed. 
Then He’s taken and nailed to the cross where He would die. 
 
ALL of that was for you and me. 
-  It was because of our sin, not His. 
-  It was so we could have eternal life, not for Him. 
 
But, listen: 
If Jesus had not been raised from the grave, sin and death would have had 
the ultimate victory.  And, we would never have learned what LIFE in Christ 
was really all about! 
 
John 1:1-4 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were 
made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, 
and that life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, but the 
darkness has not understood it. 
 
 



 
 
 
But, Jesus did rise again and He defeated sin and death once and for all.  
And, because of this, there are a number of things with which we are blessed 
that we might take for granted sometimes.  Let’s look at some of those 
today: 
 
AND, a HUGE note before we get started:  The book of James is helping us 
learn how to evaluate whether or not we have a genuine spiritual relationship 
with Jesus, or we don’t.  
 
EX:  Matthew 7: 
- People that thought they knew Jesus and in the end He doesn’t really know 
them. 
So, use this time as a time of evaluation to make sure you know exactly 
where you stand with Him as your Heavenly Father. 
 
Blessings: 
 
Salvation: 
Everything about our salvation rest on Jesus being raised from that grave. 
 
John 14:6 
6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to 
the Father except through me. 
 
 
Romans 4:25 
25 He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our 
justification. 
 
Becoming Children of God 
This relationship was severed in the Garden with Adam and Eve’s first sin. 
The only way back into a relationship with the Father, the Creator of the 
World, is through the death, burial, AND resurrection of Jesus Christ our 
Lord and Savior. 
 
Romans 8:14-17 



14 because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15 For you 
did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received 
the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit 
himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. 
 
Complete Forgiveness 
 
I John 1:9 
9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins 
and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
 
Psalm 103:12 
12as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions 
from us. 
 
Freedom 
 
Galatians 5:1 
5 It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let 
yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery, 
 
Listen:  When Jesus died on the cross He took our place because of our sin.  
He was the ultimate sacrifice so that we wouldn’t have to die for our sin in 
the future. 
However, sin was not defeated until He rose from the grave three days later.   
When He rose again, He defeated sin and death for all of us for all time! 
 
Romans 6:5-11 
5 If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also 
be united with him in his resurrection. 6 For we know that our old self was 
crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we 
should no longer be slaves to sin— 7 because anyone who has died has been 
freed from sin. 8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also 
live with him. 9 For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he 
cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him. 10 The death he died, 
he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.  
11 In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ 
Jesus. 
 
Eternal Life 



 
John 3:16 
16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 
 
 
 


