
It’s Time 
“Let It Go” 

 
Series:  It’s Time 
 
Let’s look at our main passage for this series… 
 
Joshua 24:13-15 
13 So I gave you a land on which you did not toil and cities you did not build; 
and you live in them and eat from vineyards and olive groves that you did not 
plant.’  
14 “Now fear the Lord and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods 
your forefathers worshiped beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. 15 

But if serving the Lord seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this 
day whom you will serve, whether the gods your forefathers served beyond the 
River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me 
and my household, we will serve the Lord.” 
 
This is Joshua calling the people to something in response to what God has 
just told them in vv 2-12. 
-  He’s basically repeating parts of what God has just asked them to do. 
 
When God calls them to throw away other gods, he’s actually walking them 
through their history. 
 
Let’s look at that for a minute. 
*We find these three categories in David Guzik’s Enduring Word commentary. 
(If you haven’t downloaded that it’s a must!) 
 
Vv 2-4 He mentions the gods on the other side of the Euphrates which is 
where we see the start of the story of Abraham. 
-  gods of the Sumerian’s and Babylonians 
 
gods of heritage. 
-  gods of where you came from 
 
Then He moves to another part of their history: 
 
Joshua 24:6-7 



6 When I brought your fathers out of Egypt, you came to the sea, and the 
Egyptians pursued them with chariots and horsemen as far as the Red Sea. 7 

But they cried to the Lord for help, and he put darkness between you and the 
Egyptians; he brought the sea over them and covered them. You saw with 
your own eyes what I did to the Egyptians. Then you lived in the desert for a 
long time. 
 
These people were the children that came out of Egypt, then crossed the Red 
Sea with their families and then “lived in the desert for a long time.” 
-  He says you can always go back to the gods of those days. 
 
gods of upbringing. 
-  gods of how you’ve been raised 
 
Then we see the next step: 
 
Joshua 24:8 
8 “ ‘I brought you to the land of the Amorites who lived east of the Jordan. They 
fought against you, but I gave them into your hands. 
 
Joshua 24:11 
11 “ ‘Then you crossed the Jordan and came to Jericho. 
 
He says they can serve the gods of the Amorites “in whose land you are living”. 
 
gods of your culture 
- gods in the place you currently live 
 
Definition of  Worshiping false gods: 
The worship of some thing or someone other than God as if it were God. 
 
His main point:  It’s time for them to give all of this up, (throw it all away), 
and choose to move forward with what God has given them.   
 
Here’s how that relates to us: 
 
In most cases, the thing that keeps us from making a maximum impact for the 
Kingdom is not something that we lack but it’s more often something that 
won’t let go of. 



 
We love to claim that we would do more for God if He would just give us a 
little more of what we think we need.  But… 
 
It’s not because of something that God hasn’t given us.  It’s about something 
that we haven’t given God. 
 
Look at how His examples fit us: 
 
-  gods of heritage 
 -  Hey, I’m from the south.  We’re all good 

-  My family has always been Christian.  Surely that’s good enough for 
me now. 
 

-  gods of upbringing 
 -  I’ve been a Christian forever. 
 -  This is how we’ve always done it. 
 -  I believe that because my Granny told me so. 

-  All kinds of things from the way we were raised can hold us back if 
we’re not willing to let go of them. 

 
-  gods of current culture 
 -  These are more of the choices we’re making today 
 -  We’ll deal mostly with this one this morning. 
 
Look at the examples we see from Jesus Himself in His time on earth: 
 
Calling the Disciples 
Matthew 4:19-20 
19 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will make you fishers of men.” 20 At once 
they left their nets and followed him. 21 Going on from there, he saw two other 
brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John. They were in a boat with 
their father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus called them, 22 and 
immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him.  
 
Calling for Commitment 
 
Matthew 8:21-22 
21 Another disciple said to him, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.”  



22 But Jesus told him, “Follow me, and let the dead bury their own dead.” 
 
Not one of the 12 Disciples.  Carson puts it this way:  “The man wanted to 
follow Jesus, but not just yet.” 
 
Key:  None of these things were specifically sinful.  They were just things that 
were in the way of complete surrender to Jesus as Lord. 
 
Then He goes to this… 
Calling to Leave Sin Behind 
 
Jesus heals a man that had been sick for 38 years waiting at the pool of 
Bethesda to be healed.  
Then Jesus says to him… 
 
John 5:14 
14 Later Jesus found him at the temple and said to him, “See, you are well again. 
Stop sinning or something worse may happen to you.” 
 
Then He meets the woman that was caught in adultery. 
-  You know the story.  The religious leaders brought her out really to test 
Jesus but here’s what happens to her… 
 
John 8:11 
11 “No one, sir,” she said. “Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go 
now and leave your life of sin.” 
 
Here’s the clear truth from these passages of Scripture:  You cannot follow 
Christ completely and continue to hang on to the things He asks you to let go 
of. 
 
Where else do we see this in God’s Word: 
 
Hebrews 12:1 
12 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let 
us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and 
let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. 
 
1.  Everything that hinders. 



 
2.  Sin that entangles. 
 
Truth:  Not everything that Jesus asks you to let go of is sin.  BUT, it becomes 
sin as soon as you decide to keep it! 
 
-  You might be too busy doing good things to stop and see the best thing. 
-  He may be looking for your time and you are a schedule control person. 
 
The things you are doing become sinful when you keep doing them in 
spite of what Jesus has asked you to do. 
 
Personal Example: 
EX:  Half Marathon… 
You do not want to run a marathon, or half, with anything extra weighing you 
down. 
-  sweatshirt, gloves, hat, etc… 
And, you cannot run this race with Christ, and make a maximum impact for 
the Kingdom of God, if you’re weighed down by things that you just refuse to 
let go of. 
 
But, here’s the way we do it… 
 
EX: ROPE 
 
-  I want to be all in but I really like to be in charge of my own schedule. 
-  I want to be completely committed but I’ve just got a few personal goals I 
want to meet before I do that. 
-  Big in giving:  I’ll start giving to the church when I start making more 
money. 
-  I wish I could be all in but I’m really liking this “sin area” right now.  I’m sure 
one day I’ll be able to give it up. 
-  I want to really be free but I’m stuck in…. 
 
Question for you today?  What is it that you are hanging on to that is keeping 
you from being fully surrendered to Jesus Christ? 
 
-  It can be simple or it could be huge for you. 



-  It could be something you think you’re supposed to be doing and He has 
been calling you to give it up for years. 
-  Could be a lack of forgiveness for a past hurt. 
-  Could be less tv, more Bible reading. 
-  Could be an addiction that controls you and you need to get some help.   
 
Remember:  Jesus isn’t calling you to be perfect and none of us are ever going 
to be completely clean of anything that could hinder our walk with Him.   
 
The problem is not that something hinders us or entangles us… The problem 
is that He shows us the problem and we choose to stay that way.   
 
You have to decide today… Is it Time?!! 
 
What if today was the day? 
What if you could give it all to Him today and say with all of your heart, “Jesus, 
I surrender.  Do with me whatever you want.” 
 
Once we do that as individual family members, then we can do that as a 
church. 
And, THAT is our goal here. 
 
Time of Response: 
-  Alter is a place to lay it all down. 
-  Alter is a place to praise Him for your freedom. 
-  You may need someone to pray with you or talk you through something. 
TRUTH:  Everyone in this room should have something to say to God in 
response to today’s message.   
Let’s make this a room of response right now! 
 
 
 
 


