
The Letter from James 
“Asking for Wisdom” 

James 1:5-8 
 
James 1:5-8 
5 If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all 
without finding fault, and it will be given to him. 6 But when he asks, he 
must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, 
blown and tossed by the wind. 7 That man should not think he will receive 
anything from the Lord; 8 he is a double-minded man, unstable in all he does. 
 
As you go through the trials of life, has anyone ever gotten to the point 
where they think they might have lacked a little wisdom?? 
 
One reason that our trials have a tendency to overwhelm us is our lack of 
wisdom.  We may have some knowledge about the situation but we don’t 
know how to act on it.  And, if we don’t know how to act on the knowledge 
that we have, we get overwhelmed. 
 
Being overwhelmed leads to a number of other problems: 
-  Fear 
-  Anxiety 
-  Wrong decisions because we need to do something. 
 
We feel like we’ve been in church long enough that we should know how to 
answer any question and solve any problem. 
 
Here’s the problem: 
EX:  Firefighters: 
-  knowledge and wisdom. 
-  If you go into a fire with only equipment but don’t know how or when to 
use any of it, you’re in a bad spot. 
We have a tendency to run into the fire with lots of knowledge about things 
that we’ve never learned how to use. 
 
What do we do about that? 
 
James 1:5 
5 If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, 



When we get overwhelmed with all of life our first move should be to ask 
God for HIS wisdom.  But we have to know what that looks like first: 
Define wisdom: 
Knowing when and how to apply knowledge and understanding. 
 
EX:  My Dad story about fixing a machine. 
 
Charles Spurgeon: But to know how to use knowledge is to have wisdom. 
 
Comparing wisdom and knowledge:   
-  This is perfectly placed in this letter from James. 
-  He was talking to people that knew all about Jesus but might not be living 
for Him. 
-  And, the difference between wisdom and knowledge is this simple:   
Knowledge is what you gain as you study the Scriptures.   
Wisdom is the act of putting that knowledge into action.   
 
HUGE:  That’s what James is talking about.   
-  Don’t just know something, do something with what you know. 
 
James 1:22 
22 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it 
says. 
 
James 1:22 The Message 
Don’t fool yourself into thinking that you are a listener when you are 
anything but, letting the Word go in one ear and out the other. Act on what 
you hear! 
 
So, in our prayer, we’re not praying for God to give us more knowledge.  
We’re praying that He will bless us with the information AND THE 
ABILITY to act on the knowledge that we already have. 
 
James 1:5b 
he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault 
 
Gives generously… 
 
Generous:   



Showing a readiness to give more of something than is strictly necessary or 
expected. 
 
Know any generous givers?  How many times do you have to ask them for 
something?  ONCE! 
-  You hate to even ask because they have helped so many people out before. 
 
Listen:  God gives WISDOM (how to act out what I already know) 
 
God is READY to give you more WISDOM than you even expect!! 
 
And here’s some great news!!!! 
Without finding fault!! 
 
This is HUGE! 
What keeps us from asking for help when we need it? 
-  Pride 
-  Shame 
-  Fear of rejection. 
 
EX:  You ever asked a parent to help you with something and gotten that 
look like…? 
Maybe a teacher was having a bad day and you asked the perfect question at 
just the wrong time? 
 
Listen:  God wants you to have the wisdom to act on what you know.  
Therefore, He does not look for your faults and failures.  When you ask 
God for wisdom, He delivers!!  Without finding FAULT! 
He will never shame you or ridicule you for not knowing. 
 
Our problem is not in our lack of wisdom, the problem is not asking for 
wisdom when we need it. 
 
EX:  Don’t you wish your kids would simply ask for wisdom instead of 
making mistakes trying to act like that already had it? 
 
So, how should we ask? 
 
James 1:6 



6 But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is 
like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. 
 
Remember the theme of the letter: 
 
Real Faith Produces Real Works 
-  Genuine Stability 
This is where James starts to teach them about how to have the stability that 
comes only from the Father. 
 
Review:  Trials produce perseverance, perseverance finishes it’s work by 
making us mature and complete. 
-  Part of being mature and complete is walking in a genuine stability. 
 
The opposite of “stability” is being “like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed 
by the wind.” 
 
Ephesians 4:14 
14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and 
blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and 
craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming. 
 
This is all part of growing up in Christ. 
-  This is what mature Believers look like. 
-  People that do not jump back and forth between the latest new teachings. 
-  People that know what God has said and know how to apply that 
teaching to their daily lives with WISDOM! 
 
BUT when you doubt… 
You can go to God and ask for Wisdom about any situation or trial that 
you’re walking through.  
But, when you ask, you must trust Him. 
 
EX:  Remember when you asked your parents advice and then didn’t take it? 
Immaturity!  Instability!! 
-  And that’s exactly what it does when we don’t trust God’s wisdom. 
 
Because, if you’re not trusting God, you are trusting something else. 
 
And here’s where it all ends up for those that doubt: 



 
James 1:7-8 
7 That man should not think he will receive anything from the Lord; 8 he is a 
double-minded man, unstable in all he does. 
 
Double-minded:   
-  Claims to know Christ but his actions do not support it. 
-  When the trial hits he turns to things other than God.  
-  Trying to build on two different types of foundations!! 
It just doesn’t work. 
 
Listen:  You will never experience genuine stability if you continue to 
waver between trusting God and trusting this world. 
 
I Kings 18:21 
21 Elijah went before the people and said, “How long will you waver 
between two opinions? If the Lord is God, follow him; but if Baal is God, 
follow him.” 
 
Today is a great day to decide that you’re going to choose God as your 
ultimate source of wisdom.   
Trust in Him and begin to live according to His Word! 
 
Learn to run to Him and no one else when you get overwhelmed.   
He is the ONLY source of real wisdom. 
 


