
The Letter from James 
“Don’t Be Deceived” 

James 1:19-27 
 
Focal Points in this Passage: 
 

My dear brothers, take note of this: 
He is calling them to pay close attention to what he is about to say.   
 
He has just finished writing about walking through trials, and fighting off 
temptation when your own evil desires try to push you to go against God. 
 
REMINDER:  This letter is helping them test their faith to see if it’s 
genuine AND helping them grow to be more like Christ in area of their lives. 
 
Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, 
-- man’s anger does not bring about the righteous life that God desires 
 
He is calling them to stay away from anything that does not bring about the 
righteous life that God desires.   
-  At this point, that is anger. 
For them, it might be because of the persecution. 
Or is just might be brothers that are not getting along with other brothers in 
Christ.   
Whatever the reason, he reminds them to listen more than they speak and 
stay away from becoming angry. 
 
Listen carefully:  If you are a person that speaks before you listen and you 
are quick to become angry, you need to adjust that characteristic in your life. 
-  A person with a genuine, relationship with Christ is not going to have that 
anger in their life… 
-  So, either you need to examine your relationship with Jesus or you need to 
ask Jesus to help you get that out of your life for good. 
 
Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and 
humbly accept the word planted in you 
-- which can save you 
 
 



Huge:  he’s just taught them that, when temptation comes, it attaches itself to 
an evil, lustful desire that is already inside of you.   
He’s challenging them to get rid of the moral filth that is on the inside so 
that temptation won’t be able to attack them. 
-  If it has nothing to grab onto it cannot get you into it’s trap. 
 
Just what we said last week:  If you want to stop falling to temptation don’t 
give it a chance to grab you and pull you in. 
 
EX:  Have you ever walked by a piece of wood or something that has some 
rough edges to it and had it grab your shirt of pants and tear a hole in them?  
Temptation is looking for those rough spots to catch onto you and pull you 
in.  When we remove the filth and accept (with all of our hearts AND 
MINDS) the Word of God that is in us, it’s just like taking sandpaper to that 
wood and smoothing it down so that nothing can get caught on it. 
 
We must remove the moral filth if we want to beat temptation. 
 
If anyone considers himself religious and yet does not keep a tight rein on 
his tongue, he deceives himself…  
-- and his religion is worthless. 
 
Major problem in our culture and obviously theirs as well. 
 
The first half of James 3 is about the importance of taming the tongue and 
how difficult that can be.  
 
But this passage basically says, “you can claim salvation and religion all day 
but if the things coming out of your mouth don’t support that, it’s all 
worthless!” 
 
look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from 
being polluted by the world. 
-- Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this 
 
Basically, if you want to live a life that GOD actually accepts as pure and 
faultless, take care of people where they’re hurting and keep yourself pure 
and holy in the midst of a dirty, evil world. 
 
 



But here’s the major point for this section: 
 
James 1:22 
22 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it 
says.  
 
This is HUGE!!!   
 
James challenge for his brothers and sisters in Christ:   
 
Do not be deceived! 
 
Verse 8, don’t be double-minded. 
Verse 13, know the truth about where temptation comes from. 
Verse 16, do not be deceived. 
 
Verse 22, DON’T DECEIVE YOURSELF!!!! 
 
Here’s the Deception: 
You’re hearing things from the Word of God, you’re coming to church on a 
regular basis, you’re being as religious as possible, and you’re still not living 
like Christ. 
 
Or, you’re doing all of these things and you don’t really even know Christ as 
your personal Lord and Savior. 
 
Look at how it happens: 
 
James 1:23-24 
23 Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man 
who looks at his face in a mirror 24 and, after looking at himself, goes away 
and immediately forgets what he looks like.  
 
Remember:   
James 1:11 
In the same way, the rich man will fade away even while he goes about his 
business. 
 
This is what we’re doing.  We’re glancing at ourselves in the mirror on the 
way by and all the time fading away as we go about our business. 



 
EX:  When you look at your watch and two seconds later you don’t know 
what time it is… 
 
vv. 23-24 is how many of us live our lives.  
-  We get before God just long enough to tell Him all the things we need and 
we’re gone.  
-  We hear the message and forget it all by the time to food is ordered at the 
restaurant 
 
John 1:25 
25 But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, 
and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it—he 
will be blessed in what he does. 
 
Listen:  The whole challenge is to do the things that God has called on us to 
do. 
 
1.  Stop allowing anger to control you 
2.  Remove all of the moral filth 
3.  Control the things that come out of your mouth 
4.  Take care of the widows and orphans 
5.  Keep yourself clean before the Father 
 
Key:  You’ll be blessed in what you do when you do what you’ve been 
told to do! 
 


